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Jordan to send relief to Iraq, Palestine 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to send badly needed 
relief supplies including drugs and foodstuffs in addi- 
tion to stationery to Iraq and Palestine, according to a 
government statement following a regular Cabinet 
session Saturday. The statement said that upon direc- 
tives from His Majesty King Hussein and in conjunc- 
tion with the Hashemite Charitable Organisation 
(HCO) and a number of private and public organisa- 
tions, the government wiU dispatch medicines, med- 
ical equipment, stationery and food supplies to the 
Iraqi people on the occasion of the beginning of the 
new school year. The HCO*s board of trustees is 
chaired by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
The statement added that the organisation will also 
dispatch relief supplies, medicines and medical equip- 
ment to the Palestinian people. The statement said that 
the supplies will be sent within two days. 
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Akaileh will run for Parliament 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Former Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
Deputy Abdullah Akaileh will run in the Nov. 4 elections 
despite his party’s boycott, an informed source told the 
Jordan Times yesterday. Dr. Akaileh, who recently 
resigned from the front’s executive committee in protest 
against his party's stand vis-a-vis the elections, could be 
the only one of the 15 LAF former deputies in the 1 2th Par- 
liament to disobey his party's directive to boycott the 
upcoming polls. In a related development, a source from 
the leftist Jordanian Unionist Democratic Party (JUDPj, 
led by Issa Madanat, has announced that the party will 
field four candidates. In addition to Mr. Madanat former 
Minister Mustafa Shneikat former Zarqa Deputy Bassam 
Haddadia and JUDP President Mousa Ma’aitah will run 
in the elections. 
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Government confirms ‘assault’; ncp announces its election 

Hamas leader in stable condition c . a . n l ldates; . lssue ! 


By Tareq Ayvoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Saturday confirmed 
claims made by the Islamic 
Resistance Movement. 
Hamas, that its leader Khaled 
Misha’ al was “assaulted” and 
those involved in the attack 
against him were in deten- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Misha'al 
was reported recovering at 
King Hussein Medical Cen- 
tre (KHMC) following the 
assault and medical sources 
confirmed that he is in stable 
condition. 

The sources said that, upon 
instructions from His 
Majesty King Hussein, die 
KHMC brought in a physi- 
cian from the Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, Minnesota, to help 
diagnose Mr. Misha'al's ail- 
ment. 

The medical sources told 
(he Jordan Times that the 
Hamas leader talked to his 
doctors after disconnecting 
the ventilator and replacing it 
with an oxygen mask . 

However, the sources said 
that even though the Mayo 
Clinic doctor is inclined to 
believe dial Mr. Misha'al was 
injected with a complex poi- 
sonous substance, he hasn't 
been able to diagnose the 
substance and plans on taking 
samples back to the U.S. for 
further testing on Monday. 

Retracting a Thursday 
statement "that said Mr. 
Misha’al and his bodyguards 
were involved in a brawl with 
two Canadian tourists. Minis- 
ter of State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutawi nei- 
ther confirmed nor denied 
that the Israeli secret service, 


Mossad. was involved in the 
attack against the Hamas 
leader. 

“The interrogation is not 
finalised yet. It is difficult to 
reveal the outcome before the 
interrogation is over. Those 
who took part in the incident 
are still under treatment,” Dr. 
Mutawi said 

He told reporters Saturday 
that following the weekly 
Cabinet session “the investi- 
gation has revealed that Mr 
Misha'al had been subjected 
to an attack against him 
before there was a quarrel.” 

“The two Canadians were 
shopping in the area where 
Mr. Misha’al’s office [is 
located]. They were suspect- 
ed by his driver, so. some 
form of a quarrel occurred 
after which they took then- 
car and tried to get away. 
They were later chased by 
Mr. Misha’al’s driver,” the 
minister said 

Dr. Mutawi ’s statement 
confirms the previous com- 
muniques issued by Hamas 
and in which they said that 
their leader faced an assassi- 
nation attempt Thursday 
morning. 

The government denied the 
Hamas statements and 
described what happened as 
merely a “quarrel’ between 
Canadian tourists and Mr. 
Misha’al’s bodyguards. 

Dr. Mutawi said that the 
brawl thai the government's 
statement spoke about fol- 
lowing the attack was issued 
“half an hour after the quar- 
rel” that lead to the arrest of 
the two Canadians. 

He emphasised that follow- 
ing the attack against Mr. 
Misha'al. the two foreigners 
tried to “get away,” but were 



Khaled Misha'al (File photo) 


chased by one of the Hamas 
leader's bodyguards, who 
managed to catch one of the 
two men. 

“After that, the Canadian 
tourists took their car and 
went somewhere, where they 
were chased by Ml 
M isha’al's driver,” Dr. 
Mutawi said. 

“When the police car 
arrived at the place of the 
quarrel, all involved were 
taken for interrogation 
including the two Canadi- 
ans,” the minister added. 

Dr. Mutawi said that the 
two Canadians, whose names 
have not been declared yet. 
are still in “custody" for fur- 
ther interrogation. He added 
that the only things found 
with them were "Canadian 
passports." 

The Minister ruled out any 


link between the arrack 
against Mr. Misha' aJ on 
Thursday and the ambush of 
two Israeli embassy employ- 
ees last Monday and said that 
the only linkage is that “die 
two incidents took place over 
a very close period of time.” 

Answering a question on 
whether Jonlan became a 
place for settling scores 
between Hamas and Israel, 
Dr. Mutawi described such 
assumptions as “inaccurate 
and characterised by irre- 
sponsibility.” 

Mohammad Nazal, a 
Hamas polilburo member, 
described the information 
minister’s statement as “a 
srep in the right direction.” 

Dr. Muiawi’s statement is a 
“good step and what remains 
is the security issue, namely, 
to declare those who are 


responsible for the attack ” 

“We are sure that the Israeli 
Mossad is behind the attack. 
We call upon the government 
to unveil the identity of the 
perpetrators,’’ Ml Nazal said. 

Mr. Nazal said that die 
American doctor, who was 
called to Jordan upon King 
Hussein’s instructions to 
oversee die treatment of Mr. 
Misha'al, demanded a “blood 
test” for the Hamas leaden 

Mr. Nazal added that the 
doctor believes that “a 
strange chemical material is 
still in Mr. Misha’al’s body 
and all tests now are directed 
towards identifying its 
nature.” 

In their previous state- 
ments. Hamas said that the 
two Canadians used a 
“strange instrument” which 
was allegedly placed on Mr. 
Misha’al's head by one of the 
two foreigners. 

A Hamas statement issued 
on Saturday said that “the ter- 
rorists, whom the idiotic 
[Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin] Netanyahu had 
sent, have tried to inject as 
much as they can from the 
mysterious substance into 
Mr. Misha’al’s head.” 

“According to medical 
sources, the objective of 
these terrorists was to kill him 
through injecting as much as 
they can from this sub- 
stance,” the one-page state- 
ment said. 

“Hamas calls upon the gov- 
ernment of Jordan to quickly 
locate the instrument [used 
by the two Canadians] to help 
doctors in extending the nec- 
essary medical treatment,” it 
added 


Israelis, Palestinians clash at Gaza settlement; 
Palestinians say Israel wants to return to war 


Combined agency dispatches 

TWO PALESTINIANS were injured 
Saturday when Israeli soldiers opened 
fire with rubber-coated bullets on 
rock-throwing students outside a Jew- 
ish settlement in Gaza. 

The clashes started when several 
hundred Palestinian schoolchildren 
came out of schools for a demonstra- 
tion outside the settlement of Kfar 
Darom in the central Gaza Strip, wit- 
nesses said 

Several students threw stones at the 
large contingent of Israeli soldiers 
guarding the settlement, who returned 
fire with rubber-coated bullets. Two 
students were taken to hospital with 
moderate injuries. 

Palestinian police nearby tried to 
prevent students from reaching the 
scene. But the clashes continued and 
Israeli soldiers dosed down the main 
Gaza road passing near the site, wit- 
nesses >aid. 

Some protesters burned Israeli flags 
and pictures of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat's Fateh faction had called for 
demonstrations Saturday morning 
outside Kfar Darom and Netzarim 
and ai border crossings at the northern 

and southern tips of Gaza. 

The demonstrations are to protest 
Israel’s plans to expand a Jewish set- 
tlement in the West Bank, which has 
attracted widespread condemnation. 

Palestinian police said they 
deployed in force in the Gaza refugee 
camps of Deir Ballah and Khan 
Younes. as well as at Beit Hanun near 
the Erez Crossing between the Gaza 
Strip and IsraeL to prevent any flare- 
up of violence. 

“We have received very precise 
instructions ro stop any friction 
between Israeli soldiers and protest- 
ers," a senior police officer told 
reporters. 

Also on Saturday Palestinian offi- 
cials accused Israel of aiming to “turn 
back the clock" to return to war after 
the Israeli army conducted exercises 
for possible armed battles in Palestin- 


ian territories. 

The government of Mr. Netanyahu 
“is determined to blow up the peace 
process and to turn back the clock by 
its use of war to impose its dictates,” 
said Nabil Abu Rudeineh, a top advis- 
er to Mr. Arafat. 

‘‘Netanyahu’s plans will explode 
not only the situation in the Palestin- 
ian territories but also in Syria and in 
the entire region, which will have 
consequences for the world," he told 
Agence France Presse. 

Israel Radio said Friday that the 
Israeli army had conducted further 
exercises last week for the possibility 
of armed conflict with Palestinian 
security forces. 

The army conducted training for 
potential Palestinian invasions of 
Jewish settlements in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip and for possible Israeli 
invasions of areas under the Palestin- 
ian National Authority's (PNA) con- 
trol. 

Fears of violence in the territories 
have increased with the continuing 
deadlock in the peace process, now in 
its seventh month. 

The PNA accused Hamas of break- 
ing its promise to stop terrorism and 
vowed to prevent it from any future 
acts of violence, its official news 
agency WAFA said Saturday. 

"“From today there is no room for 
any power, no matter what kind of 
support it has. which seeks to strike at 
our national mission.” the PNA cabi- 
net and PLO said after a meeting in 
Gaza late Friday. 

It said Hamas’s ’’leadership did not 
meet their responsibilities and respect 
what they had agreed upon, which 
was to stop all acts of terrorism and 
violence.” 

Palestinian securin' forces launched 
a crackdown on Hamas last week, 
arresting dozens of its members in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

They also shut down 16 welfare 
organisations run by Hamas in Gaza, 
which the PNA said were supporting 
the group's armed activities, in the 
biggest ever offensive against 
Hamas’s public activities. 


Albright lowers tone of voice with 
Israel ahead of talks due Monday 


Combined agency dispatches 

UNITED STATES Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright said on 
Friday that Israel’s plans to build 
new settlements in the West Bank 
town of Efrar may not have been a 
problem if they had come at another 
time. 

■ Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu announced plans to con- 
struct the new units — which have 
enraged Palestinians — probably “is 
the land of thing that should not be a 
problem," she told Reuters in an 
interview. 

“But given the atmosphere that it 
was done in. it was my thought that 
this was an unnecessary kind of a 
step when what we’re trying to do is 
create the best climate” for peace 
talks, she said. 

Ms. Albright said something “dial 
under other circumstances might not 
be a problem, when you are in tins 
crisis of confidence and trying to 
move to [peace] talks, was not help- 
ful.” 

Ha- comments were softer than 
those she made on Thursday when 
she faulted Mr. Netanyahu's 
announced plans and called again for 
a freeze on Jewish settlement in the 
West Bank, which Palestinians con- 
sider provocative. 

Mr. Netanyahu not only rejected 
the freeze but seemed to go out of his 
way to defy the Americans by 
announcing plans to build hundreds 
more settlement units in Efrat and 
other settlements throughout areas 
occupied since the 1967 Middle East 
war 

Ms. Albright said her call for a 
“time-our” on settlements — winch 
might otherwise provoke opposition . 
from pro-Israel supporters in Con- 
gress — seems to have tacit backing. 

When she briefed about 60 con- 
gressmen and senators recently on 


her first Middle East trip earlier this 
month, 'they were supportive of my 
trip and supportive of whar I said,” 
she said. 

It was on that trip that Ms. Albright 
first broached the notion of a time- 
out or a freeze on settlements. 

As she spoke, U.S. Middle East 
coordinator Dennis Ross met in New 
York with Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy to seek ways to revive 
stalled Israel- Palestinian peace talks. : 

This was ahead of a key meeting j 
Ms. Albright will host m New Ycak 
on Monday between Ml Levy ami 
Palestinian negotiator Mahmoud 
Abbas to explore ways of ending the 
six-month deadlock. 

An Israeli spokesman said Messrs. 
Levy and Ross had a good meeting 
and planned to get together again on 
Sunday. 

While “no dramatic break- 
throughs" are expected on Monday, 
there could be some progress, the 
spokesman said. But he declined to 
suggest what that might be. 

Egypt Saturday called on the U.S. 
and Russia, the co-sponsors of the 
Middle East peace process, to take 
concrete measures against Israeli set- 
tlement expansion. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, currently in New York, told 
the AI Ahram government newspa- 
per that U.S. action so far on the 
issue was “not sufficient" 

“The sponsors of the peace 
process, the United States and Rus- 
sia, must take adequate measures 
against this dangerous violation of 
the principles of die peace process 
and international law," said Ml 
Musa. 

Ml Musa said Ml Netanyahu bad 
proved his contempt for the rest of 
the world by announcing earlier this 
week die construction of 300 new 
units in the West Bank settlement of 
Efim. . 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The National 
Constitutional Party (NCP) 
announced yesterday a pre- 
liminary list of 12 candi- 
dates it intends to field in 
the Nov. 4 elections and 
unveiled a platform based 
mainly on their support for 
the peace process and eco- 
nomic reforms. 

The number of candidates 
is substantially fewer than 
the figure the party floated 
earlier this summer, when it 
suggested it could field 
between 40-60 candidates. 

NCP Secretary General 
Abdul Hadi Majali told a 
press conference yesterday 
that “the situation in certain 
districts is still unclear and 
the party preferred to wait, 
especially considering that 
there are still ten days to the 
start of candidates’ official 
registrations.” which is set 
for OcL 10. 

Stressing that foe NCP 
ticket was still “open,” Mr. 
Majali did not rule out that 
after the polls, newly elect- 
ed deputies sharing the 
party’s principles and pro- 
gramme would join the 
party and its parliamentary 
bloc. 

The NCP ticket, as 
announced yesterday, 
includes prominent figures 
who are already nominated 
by their tribes such as Mr. 
Majali himself (Karak), 
NCP Deputy Secretaries 
Abdul Ra’ouf Rawabdeh 
(Irbid) and Talal Ramahi 
(Zarqa). former Deputies 
Rateb Sa’oud (TafUeh) and 
Jamal Khreisha (Central 
Bedouins). 

The list also includes 
Ibrahim Kheir Keilani and 
Farah Rabadi (Third Dis- 
trict); Jamal Ma’alawani 
(Second District); 

Mohammed Odeh Najadat 
and Abdullah Jazi (Southern 
Bedouins); Daad Taraimi 
(Aqaba); and Hisham 
Sharari (Ma’an). 

In contrast with the length 
of the ticket, the party’s 
platform largely conformed 
to analysts' expectations, 
declaring that “peace is now 
a strategic international and 
Arab choice” and that the 
peace process can be put 
back on track through “uni- 
fying Arab stands." 

“We believe that peace 
should be a just, compre- 
hensive and lasting one,” 
the party’s manifesto main- 
tain ecL 

“A just peace is one that 
ensures the restoration of 
people's rights and a full 
commitment to internation- 
al laws. As for a compre- 
hensive peace, it is a peace 


on all tracks, without 
excluding any party. Lasting 
peace is one in which peo- 
ple believe and which 
ensures security, welfare, 
equal rights in development 
for everyone, distanced 
from hegemony and expan- 
sionism,” the document 
stated. 

“Through unifying Arab 
stands we can put the peace 
process back on track and 
force Israel to abide by 
international laws and 
treaties, and secure the neu- 
trality of the U.S.,” it added. 

The party’s economic plan 
called for “reformulating 
development strategies to 
help our national savings 
and work force regain their 
important role and provide 
an adequate income for each 
family." 

As the means of boosting 
the economy it indicated 
“the formulation of a new 
role of the audit bureau," the 
implementation of anti- 
monopoly measures, 

improvements in the perfor- 
mance of government’s 
departments. and the 
“reconsideration of custom 
duties.” 

Stressing the importance 
of economic liberalisation, 
the NCP manifesto called 
for “lowering custom barri- 
ers, facilitating the move- 
ment of goods across bor- 
ders, providing a suitable 
climate for local and inter- 
national investment, and 
lifting all barriers to the 
flow of goods and capital.” 
The document also 
stressed the need for fight- 
ing unemployment and 
expanding the categories of 
those covered by social 
security “in order to include 
all workers as well as the 
unemployed.” 

On other subjects, the 
NCP pointed to the need to 
fight corruption and intro- 
duce new legislation. 

“We call for the enhance- 
ment of public freedoms, 
the protection of human 
rights, and the modernisa- 
tion of laws in accordance 
with the Constitution.” 

The NCP listed the con- 
troversial “Elections Law, 
Political Parties Law, and 
Press and Publications 
Law,” as some of those that 
need reviewing, and called 
for the independence of the 
judiciary. 

The manifesto dedicated a 
chapter to Jordanian-Pales- 
ti nian relations, pledging 
NCP support to the Palestin- 
ian people “until they reach 
and acquire their rights to 
self-determination on their 
national soil, the creation of 
an independent state with 
Jerusalem as its capital, and 


are guaranteed their right of 
return to their homeland. 

“We also want to highlight 
the need for cooperation and 
coordination with the Pales- 
tinian National Authority, 
and for its support at all lev- 
els and in all arenas, in order 
to combat all forms of 
Israeli hegemony and its 
expansionist policies as well 
as the American bias 
towards Israel." 

After the Palestinians 
regain their rights, the man- 
ifesto refers to a “form of 
union'* between Jordan and 
the Palestinians, “based on 
the choice of the two peo- 
ples." 

The NCP platform put 
particular emphasis on the 
role of women, and called 
for “giving women the 
opportunity to occupy lead- 
ing posts in the government 
and society, fighting all 
kinds of gender discrimina- 
tion. acquainting them with 
their rights and responsibili- 
ties, and amending the laws 
that restrict their rights and 
access to certain fields." 

In a chapter on housing, 
the NCP called for “a com- 
prehensive strategic plan 
that takes into consideration 
social, economic, environ- 
mental and population 
requirements, and encour- 
ages housing funds and 
housing programmes in the 
private sector.” 

In the field of public 
works, the manifesto 
stressed the need for 
“restructuring public and 
private transport to make it 
operate on a commercial 
basis, expanding postal ser- 
vices to cover all villages, 
transferring postal savings 
funds into savings banks, 
and operating the already 
existing railways as links 
between the major cities.” 

As for the field of agricul- 
ture, “we call on the govern- 
ment to start planning in 
order to safeguard suitable 
prices for produce, estab- 
lishing an insurance compa- 
ny for agricultural purposes, 
giving incentives to Jordan- 
ian farmers and combating 
any kind of monopoly," the 
document said. 

In addition, the manifesto 
also pointed out the need for 
“comprehensive health 
insurance coverage," as 
well as the development of 
alternative energy studies 
(mainly wind power and 
solar energy) and the expan- 
sion of the sewage system. 

The platform did not over- 
look environmental issues, 
pointing to the need for 
“protecting our water 
resources, forests, pastoral 
lands, wild life, and clean 


Iraq urges U.N. to condemn 
Turkish incursion into north 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq 
has urged the United 
Nations to condemn 
Turkey's incursion into 
northern Iraq and to press 
Ankara to withdraw its 
troops, Iraqi newspapers 
said on Saturday. 

“I call on you ... to con- 
demn this new aggression 
against a founding member 
of the United Nations,” 
they quoted Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammad Saeed 
Sahaf as saying in a letter to 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan. 

Some 15,000 Turkish 
troops backed by air power 
were still in northern Iraq 
Friday, three days after 
launching their latest attack 
on the Kurdish Labour 
Part}' (PKK), a Turkish 
Kurd group fighting for 
self-rule in southeast 
Turkey which often oper- 


ates from northern Iraq. 

Mr. Sahaf urged Mr. 
Annan to “demand the 
Turkish government with- 
draw its troops immediately 
from Iraqi territory and 
desist from such aggressive 
practices.” 

Turkey's army chief said 
his troops would soon pull 
out of the mountainous 
region, once their mission 
against the PKK rebels was 
completed. The operation is 
Turkey’s second major 
cross-border raid since 
May. 

“The Iraqi government 
preserves its legitimate 
right under international 
law to choose the right 
response against such mili- 
tary aggression and 
demands compensation for 
the damage inflicted as a 
result of these Turkish vjo- 
latioas of Iraq’s territory 


and air space." Mr. Sahaf 
said. 

The foray has been criti- 
cised by state radio in Iran, 
which borders both Iraq 
and Turkey. Britain has also 
expressed concern. 

Turkey’s relations with the 
Arab World have worsened 
since it announced a mili- 
tary training pact with 
Israel in 1996. 

Northern Iraq is under the 
control of Iraqi Kurdish 
groups which broke from 
Baghdad after the end of 
the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait. Since then a U.S.- 
led air force based in 
Turkey has protected north- 
ern Iraq Kurds from any 
Baghdad attack. 

But Ankara fears much of 
the area is falling under the 
control of the PKJC which 
has been fighting Iraqi 
Kurds allied with Turkey. 
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Rights group condemns 
PNA crackdown on Hamas 


Jordan urges Israel to implement Oslo accords 


GAZA (R) — A Palestinian 
human rights group Satur- 
day called on Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
President Yasser Arafat to 
release suspected members 
of Hamas and reopen the 
Islamist movement's social 
welfare agencies in the 
Gaza Strip. 

In sweeps over the past 
four days Palestinian police 
hunting Hamas activists 
arrested some 30 Gazans 
and as many as 40 suspects 
in the West Bank and closed 
16 social institutions in the 
Gaza Strip, police officials 
said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
demanded a far-reaching 


Palestinian crackdown on 
Hamas activists as a pre- 
condition to any further 
return of occupied land to 
the PNA. 

“We call upon the Pales- 
tinian [National] Authority 
to reconsider the decisions 
of the security agencies and 
to reopen these associations 
so they can resume their 
humanitarian duties and to 
release all political prison- 
ers," the A1 Dameer prison- 
ers and human rights asso- 
ciation said in a statement. 

It described the arrests 
and closure of the offices as 
a violation of human rights 
and democracy. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s demand 
followed two Hamas bomb- 


ings that rocked the heart of 
downtown Jerusalem over 
the summer, killing 20 
Israelis and wounding hun- 
dreds. 

But Palestinian security 
officials maintained the 
campaign was not connect- 
ed to Israeli demands to bat- 
tle Hamas and uproot its 
institutions. 

Among the 16 Gaza social 
institutions Palestinian 
forces searched and shut 
down were Gaza's Islamic 
Society, the society’s sports 
club, the Muslim Women's 
Society, the Holy Land 
Foundation for Relief and 
Development and the 
Islamic Compound, a Pales- 
tinian police official said. 


AMMAN (.Petra) — Jordan 
Saturday demanded that 
Israel implement commit- 
ments it had made to the 
Palestinians so that the 
Middle East region can 
enjoy the ftuits of peace and 
security. 

The call was made by Act- 
ing Prime Minister Abdul- 
lah Ensour who was 
addressing a meeting at his 


office with a visiting trilat- 
eral fact-finding commis- 
sion entrusted with prepar- 
ing a report on the progress 
of the Palestinian-lsraeli 
peace talks. 

Reaffinning Jordan's 
commitment to the imple- 
mentation of the peace 
treaty signed with Israel in 
1994, the acting prime min- 
ister sard Israel on its part is 


also duty-bound to cany out 
the accords it has concluded 
with the Palestinians, noting 
that progress on the Israeli- 
Palestinian mack has its 
influence on other tracks of 
negotiations. 

“What is happening in 
Palestine has its repercus- 
sions in Jordan and other 
concerned Arab countries," 
he said. 


Dr. Ensour and the com- 
mission, led by Erigo Levi, 
exchanged views about the 
peace process and impedi- 
ments to its progress, with 
Dr. Ensour reaffirming that 
the Arab states consider 
peace as their strategic 
option and are seeking a just 
and comprehensive peace. 

Dr. Levi said Europe was 
eyeing with deep concern 


the developments in ^ 
Middle East and looking 
forward to concluding 
Euro-Mediterranean associ- 
ation agreements based on 
common interests and seek- 
ing real progress for all the 
countries in the Mediter- 
ranean region. 

Italy’s ambassador to Jor- 
dan Francesco Cerolli was 
present at the meeting 
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Iraq renews call for Iran to release aU prisoners of war 

Baghdad precises former enemy after release of 46 PoWs 


Iranian police arrest 50 people 
suspected of sabotage, spying 


TEHRAN (AP) — Iranian 
police have arrested 50 peo- 
ple suspected of spying, sab- 
otage and belonging to an 
outlawed group in the west- 
ern province of Kennanshah, 
the official Islamic Republic 
News Agency reported Sat- 
urday. 

Some of the suspects had 


confessed to planting bombs, 
the agency reported intelli- 
gence officials as saying. 

Twenty-five members of 
the outlawed Mujahedeen 
Khalq, an Iraqi-based oppo- 
sition group, surrendered to 
the authorities during the 
past four weeks in Kerman- 
shah, which borders Iraq, 


IRNA said. 

The report did not say 
which country the alleged 
spies had worked for or give 
other details. But police have 
detained scores of people in 
recent years for spying for 
Iraq, which fought an eight- 
year war against Iran during 
the 1980s. 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
hailed its former enenjiy 
Iran Saturday for the recent 
release of 46 prisoners of 
war but called on the Islam- 
ic Republic to free all other 
soldiers still detained. ■ \ 
“Iraq, while appreciating 
the Iranian initiative, mi ust 
remind Iran that it only 
affects a small group of our 
prisoners detained in Iran 
and that there are still some 
18,229, whose names have 
been registered officialfy," 
the foreign ministry said. I 
Earlier this week Iran 
released 46 Iraqi soldiers 
held since the end of the 
1980-88 conflict between 
the- two neighbours and 


pledged to free more if 
Baghdad did the same with 
Iranian PoWs. 

The question of prisoners 
of war and soldiers missing 
in action remains the key 
stumbling block to a nor- 
malisation of relations 
between Iran and Iraq, nine 
years after a U.N.-brokered 
ceasefire ended the war. 

Liberation of the remain- 
ing soldiers would be a 
“gesture conforming to 
Islamic precepts and tbe 
principles of international 
humanitarian law under the 
Geneva Convention on the 
treatment of prisoners of 
war,” the Iraqi ministry 
said. 


The call came as Iraqi 
Foreign Minister Moham- 
mad Said Sahaf held talks 
in New York with Iranian 
counterpart Kamal Kharazi 
on ways to move towards 
the normalisation of rela- 
tions. 

The two men discussed 
“the best ways to establish a 
political dialogue between 
the two countries so as to 
solve outstanding prob- 
lems," Mr. Sahaf was quot- 
ed as saying by the official 
press. 

The meeting on the side- 
lines of the United Nations 
General Assembly on Fri- 
day was die first at ministe- 
rial level since moderate 


Iranian 1 President Moham- 
mad Khatami took office in 
August 1 

Mr. 1 Sahaf said Mr. 
Kharazi had invited him to 
make an official visit to 
Tehran to kickstart the dia- 
logue, and that he had also 
invited Mr. Kharazi to visit 
Baghdad. 

In comparison to the 
18,000 prisoners Iraq says 
are held in Iran, Tehran says 
ar least 5,000 of its soldiere 
are being held in Iraq, but 
has not given a figure for 
die PoWs it holds. 

Since; the end of the war, 
around 48,650 Iraqi sol- 
diers have been handed 
back to Iraq which in turn 


has returned more than 
39,000 Iranian prisoners of 
war. 

Iraq is also demanding the 
return of military and civil- 
ian aircraft flown to Iran for 
shelter in the early days of 
the 1990 Gulf crisis. 

Tehran earlier this month 
snubbed an Iraqi initiative 
to allow Shiite Muslim pil- 
grims from Iran to enter the 
country for the first time in 
17 years, after Baghdad 
refused to negotiate on 
arrangements. 

Mr. Sahaf said he 
explained to Mr. Kharazi 
why Iraq had decided to 
allow the pilgrims to visit 


A1 Mashreq A1 1’lami, Arabic monthly Arafat warns some Palestinians could 
specialised in media, hits newsstands face starvation due to Israeli blockade 


By a Jordan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 

A NEW Arabic monthly 
newspaper devoted exclu- 
sively to covering the media 
hit the newsstands over die 
weekend, making it the first 
such publication in Jordan 
and the Arab World. 

A1 Mashreq A1 1’lami, the 
Levant media, was licensed 
this month as “a specialised 
publication." in accordance 
with the articles of the new 
temporary law' for press and 
publications, and as such it 
will focus primarily ou cov- 
ering and analysing issues 
related to Arab journalism 
and its practice as a profes- 
sion. 

"Considering the great 
impact that the new revolu- 
tion in communication tech- 
nology will have on us, here 
in the Arab World, and the 
enormity of the role that the 
Arab media has to play in 
the progress and develop- 
ment of our societies, A1 
Mashreq A1 ITami will no 
doubt fill a vacuum in the 
Jordanian and Arab press 
markets.'' says Samir 
Barhoum, die editor of the 
newspaper. "This is an 
endeavour that has not been 
attempted before, but we 
are sure [the newspaper] 
will have an important role 
to play in studying, 
analysing and documenting 
the work of the media, jour- 
nalism and journalists in 
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j 19:00 News in french 

; 19 JO -..News Headlines 
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21:10 Renegade 

22:00 News in English 
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05:23 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:26. -Dhuhr 
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17:30 ....Maghreb 
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this part of the world." 

The first issue of the 28- 
page. tabloid-size newspa- 
per tackled, in depth, such 
issues as the government's 
decision to suspend the pub- 
lication of most weekly 
newspapers in Jordan, the 
coverage of Princess 
Diana's death , in, the Arab 
media, including an analy- 
sis of the recent public 
debate over publishing sen- 
sational stories and pictures 
in the Arabic press, and the 
question of whether "city" 
or "regional" newspapers 
can spring up and prosper in 
the Arab World. 

A1 Mashreq A1 1’lami also 
carried reports and com- 
mentaries on newspaper 
coverage of economic and 
financial corruption in Jor- 
dan. press freedom and 
obstacles facing journalists 
in Egypt and other coun- 
tries. as well as translated 
articles from international 
publications with direct rel- 
evance to the situation in 
the Middle East. 

A1 Mashreq is published 
by the newly-established 
Arab Media Institute 
(AMT), which is a private 
non-governmental organi- 
sation concerned with the 
study of the media and 
issues facing media practi- 
tioners in the Arab World. 

The Amman-based AMI 
hopes to fill an institutional 
vacuum in. and add a new 
structure to, Arab journalis- 
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CAIRO (AP) — Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
warned Friday that some 
Palestinian areas that have 
been sealed off by Israeli 
soldiers could face starva- 
tion if tbe blockade is not 
lifted. 

Israel closed off areas 
under Pales tinian control 
after suspected Islamists 
carried out two Jerusalem 


bombings in July and Sep- 
tember which killed 20 
Israelis. Although the 
restrictions have been eased 
and some 13,000 Palestini- 
ans are now allowed into 
Israel to work, hardships 
continue. 

“Some Palestinian areas 
are threatened by starvation 
because of the continuity of 
the siege.” President Arafat 


told Egyptian Television. 
His comments were carried 
by the official Egyptian 
Middle East News Agency. 

Mr. Arafat said Palestin- 
ian areas were losing some 
$10 milli on a day due to the 
closure. He also warned of 
the dangers of a complete 
collapse of the .peace 
process. 

Peace talks between Israel 


and the Palestinians stalled 
• after Israel broke ground in 
March on a Jewish settle- 
ment on the hilltop of Jabal 
Abu Ghneim in Arab east 
Jerusalem, which die Pales- 
tinians want as a capital for 
their would-be state. 

“The collapse of the peace 
process will lead to anarchy 
in the region,” Mr. Arafat 
warned. 


Pentagon opposes losing role 
in Gulf war syndrome study 


‘No need to overreact to 
U.S. snub to Kuwaiti MP’ 


The front page of AJ Mashreq A1 ITami which hit the 
newsstands over the weekend 


tic practice. “The fact that 
AMI and A1 Mashreq have 
the same mission, namely 
that of raising professional 
journalistic standards and 
defending press freedom in 
Arab countries and else- 


where should help us 
achieve better and faster 
results. ’-Mr. Barhoum says. 
"It is not going to be an easy 
task, but it is one that never- 
theless has to be started and 
built upon.” 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Stripping the U.S. Defence 
Department of its lead role in 
investigating illnesses 
allegedly caused by service in 
the Gulf war would harm, not 
help, people in the armed 
forces, defence officials have 
argued. 

"The Pentagon is fully 
capable of conducting its own 
investigation," Defence Sec- 
retary William Cohen told 
reporters on Thursday. He 
acknowledged that early Pen- 
tagon investigations were not 
handled well but praised 
defence staffers for “an extra- 
ordinary effort" in the past 
year 

“I think Dr Rostker has 
done a superb job,” the secre- 
tary said. Bernard Rostker is 
the Pentagon’s top official 
dealing with tbe subject. 

The suggestion to remove 


Pentagon investigators from 
Gulf war-related probes is 
contained in a draftof a report 
that a White House Advisory 
Committee is to give to Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton by Oct. 31. 

“This department has a 
responsibility not only to 
Gulf veterans but also to 
future soldiers, sailors, air- 
men and marines," Dr Rostk- 
er told reporters at a separate 
briefing. "We have to under- 
stand wbai happened (in the 
Gulf) to change our proce- 
dures, our tactics and our doc- 
trine.” 

Pentagon spokesman Ken- 
neth Bacon called the White 
House draft disappointing 
considering tbe volume of 
work and research the Penta- 
gon has done in the past year 
Tbe Pentagon “will continue 
to be as open as we can on 
this,'' be said. 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A 
Kuwaiti newspaper said Sat- 
urday the case of MP Hassan 
Jawhar who was barred from 
official meetings during a par- 
liamentary visit to Washing- 
ton should not be “blown out 
of proportion.” 

Mr Jawhar has demanded 
an explanation from U.S. offi- 
cials after he was prevented 
from attending meetings in 
Congress and the UJS. State 
Department, without any rear- 
son being given, during a par- 
liamentary visit to tbe U.S. 
last week. 

‘Tt’s none of our business to 
protest against this measure, 
and we are not required to 
blow tbe issue out of propor- 
tion, or interfere in tbe affairs 
of a great power as if we are 
greater” the Arab Times said 
in an editorial. 




De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Tina Sanda Church Tel 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church M 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S2432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 68S4CH 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. S 1 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


mods southerly moderate to active 
becoming northerly moderate dur- 
ing tbe day, and seas calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 


Amman 

14/24 

20/33 


. I2/2R 

Jordan Valley 

18/33 


CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swetfieh,Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunication 
Tel. 637440. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Temperatures are expected to drop 
significanily. Skies will be partly 
cloudy with a chance of scattered 
showers in the northern parts of the 
Kingdom, and winds westerly 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, it 
will be relative hot and dusty. 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 29, Aqaba 36 Humidity 
readings: Amman 25 per cent, 
Aqaba 27 per cent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh — .759200 

Dr. Ramzi Mazza wi 894788 

Dr. Abdul WahabAwad 846070 

Dr. KhafidAbdo 657129 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBQ): 

Dr. Gltaa Tamitth ...-.250080 


A1 Quds pharmacy — ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dc Isma'il Tahawi 903469 

KhaHfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Civil Defence Department — 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency.. — 199 
Rescue Pbfce__ 192, 621 J II. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints- 661 176 

Waa-& Sewage Cbrpplanis -897467 
A mman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 
assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .... 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 i 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority -6S0100 

J. Electricity Authority .....815615 

Electric Power Co .63638 1 

RJ Right Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussdn Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maremny. 64428 1/6 

AJrileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ...642362 

Maihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisahi 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali —..666126/37 

Al-AhK, Abdali -664164ft 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 
AmaJ Hospital — 674155 
Tbe Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital-.. (09)986732 
AJ Hikma Modem Hospital 

... .(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn A1 Nafees Hospital 
(02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (08)53200-5, 
where it should aluxtys be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

09riJ5 -Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:15 Lamaca (RJ) 

09:20 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:25 Beirut (RJ) 

09:30 Bombay (RJ) 

09tf5 — Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

11:30 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

15:00 Brussels (RJ) 

16:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RU 

17:05 — Paris (RJ) 

17:50 London (RJ) 

18:10 Adens (RJ) 

19*J(L Frankfurt (RJ) 


1*4«L Vienna (RJ) 

19*40 Rome (RJ) 

2L45 Ttmis (add) (RJ) 

2100 Chicago, Amsterdam (RJ) 

OOriB. -Cairo (RJ) 


Other Flights 

11:00 Sanaa (IY) 

11:00 Jeddah (SV) 

12^5 .Bahrain (GF) 

14:20 Moscow (SU) 

18:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

19:40 —JLondon (BA) 

20:10 —...Beirut (ME) 

20-^5 .Cairo (MS) 

22*20 Istanbul (TK) 

23:00 Cairo (MS) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 

09**05 Amman (QAIA) (RW) 
09£0 Amman (Marita Airport I (RW) 

I7 20 .Tel Aviv (RW) 

18:30 . — Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

21:20 Aqaba (RW) 

22 JO Amman (Marka Airport) (RW) 


departures 


“We cannot question rite 
U.S. over its sovereign mea- 
sures. Tbe issue of Mr. Jawhar 
is a personal one, and be akne 
should shoulder tbe conse- 
quences," die paper said in tbe 
editorial, also carried in its 
Arabic sister paper AI Seyas- 
sah. 

‘This is an important aspect 
to clarify, because Kuwait 
doesn’t like anyone to object 
to its sovereign measures, or 
interfere in its internal aflahs. 
especially when it comes to 
deporting an American citizen 
because he poses a threat to 
our security,” ihe paper 
added. 

Local press reports claimed 
tbe Shiite MP had been baaed 
because of alleged ‘tenorisf 
links, although when asked 
about this Mr Jawhar said no 
reason was given. 


11:15 Vienna (RJ) 

11 JO JtoroeflU) 

U:40 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RD 

12:25 London (RIJ 

13:00 Umis (add) (RJ) 

20:00 New Delhi (RJ) 

20:10 ,. Cairo (RJ) 

2<h2 5 feddah (RJ) 

20:45 .-Damascus (RJ) 

21:25 Abu Dhabi. Kuala Linnjwr 
(add)(RJ) 

21:40 Bangkok (RJ) 

22:00 Dub® (RJ) 

22:00 ..Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (Rfl 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:00 Beirut (MB 

12:00 .Sanaa (1^) 

13:25 Doba(GR 

15:35 M oscqwJSU) 

20:10 TeJAviv(tf) 

21:00 Cairo (MS) 

01:30 _Amsteidam.(^ 

05:15 Istanbul Cl® 

07:45 BrinS®® 

08:10 London (BA) 


Royal Wings (RW) • ^ 
06:45 Amman (Marks Anpo 1 ^ 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 08:15 

05:00 Madrid(Rj) 09:30 Araman 

05:45 Beirut (RJ) ifc4s Amman (Marks Aiipf»Sj 

06:00 — Lamaca (Rn 17:55 ——Tel A)4vC 

09:25. .Frankfurt (RJ) 20:30 .... Amman (QAlS$ 

11:10 .-...Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 21:50 —A^^l 
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YMWA marks 25th anniversary 

Princess Sarvath highlights achievements 



Her Royal Highness Princess Sarvath Saturday presents an award to a supporter of 
the YMWA in recognition of his support for the organisation (Photo by Yousef 
'Allan) 


Mamser details social development 
evaluation during Cabinet session 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — HRH Princess 
Sarvath A1 Hassan Saturday 
stressed that since its estab- 
lishment the Young Muslim 
Women’s Association 
(YMWA) has developed 
from a small pioneering 
effort with idealistic begin- 
nings into an institution 
which has enabled disad- 
vantaged and mentally chal- 
lenged children and youth 
lead dignified and produc- 
tive lives. 

Speaking at a ceremony to 
mark the 25th anniversary 
of the YMWA, Princess 
Sarvath, who is chairperson 
of the organisation, said she 
was proud of the associa- 
tion’s achievements. 

With emphasis on educa- 
tion-related projects, the 
YMWA established several 
centres and institutions to 
provide students in general 
and the socially disadvan- 
taged and the intellectually 
disabled in particular with 
educational and vocational 
opportunities for self-bet- 
terment 

Among these is the Centre 
for Special Education, start- 
ed in 1974, and which to 
date has benefited 1,762 
families through the diag- 
nosis of intellectually dis- 
abled children and the guid- 
ance and counselling of 
their parents as we& as 
referrals to specialists for 
appropriate medical assis- 
tance. 

The centre has provided 
specialised academic and 
vocational training to a total 
of 712 students since it was 
created. 

One success led to anoth- 
er, said Princess Sarvath, 
who highlighted the 
achievements of the Shel- 
tered Workshop established 
in 1987. 

The concept of the work- 
shop is to utilise the talents, 
skills and training of 18- 
year-old graduates of the 
Special Education Centre 
and other similar institu- 
tions in the Kingdom. 

The result has helped 75 
individuals to gain self- 
esteem and feel they are a 
part of a useful segment of 
society as they put their 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Two 
international press freedom 
organisations yesterday 
urged the government to 
reverse its decision to sus- 
pend 13 weekly newspa- 
pers, a decision announced 
by the Ministry of Informa- 
tion last week and effective 
as of SepL 23. 

Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(RSF) and the Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ), 
press freedoms groups 
based in Paris and New 
York respectively, sent 
written statements to His 


training to work in the car- 
pentry, metal work, paint- 
ing, upholstery and other 
sections of the workshop as 
well as at nearby factories 
in the Sahab Industrial 
Estate. 

Coinciding with these two 
institutions, the YMWA 
took a serious look at the 
educational needs of Jor- 
danian society and estab- 
lished the Princess Sarvath 
Comm uni tv College in 
1980. 

The college initially con- 
centrated on specialisations 
that were considered new 
fields for women, such as 
architectural drafting, bilin- 
gual secretarial training and 
business administration, 
with a target student body 
of young girls from finan- 
cially disadvantaged back- 
grounds. 

Disciplines were gradual- 
ly added, and programmes 
encompassed an Early 
Childhood Education Pro- 
gramme and a Learning 
Difficulties Programme. 

Today the centre has 
become a national referral 
institution thar combats 
learning difficulties such as 
dyslexia, dysgrahia, discaJ- 
culia, and attention deficit 
disorders by conducting 
short-term awareness work- 


Majesty King Hussein and 
concerned officials asking 
them to reverse the decision 
and rescind amendments 
made last May to the 1993 
Press and Publications Law 
in order to “bring Jordan's 
regulation of the press in 
accordance with 

international standards." 

The CPJ said it viewed 
the government’s enforce- 
ment of the amended provi- 
sions of the Press and Pub- 
lications Law “as clear vio- 
lations of the right of jour- 
nalists ‘to seek, receive. 


shops and long-term train- 
ing courses in detecting and 
assessing these difficulties 
and in planning individual 
educational programmes to 
meet the needs of the dis- 
abled learner. 

According to Princess 
Sarvath, the YMWA and its 
institutions have succeeded 
in accomplishing their mis- 
sions "despite the difficul- 
ties these establishments 
have encountered through 
the years.” 

At that point, she thanked 
the government and non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions, individuals and the 
diplomatic missions, saying 
they have all been “valued 
friends of the YMWA for 
many years.” 

“We owe the success of 
our various projects over 
the past 25 years to their 
generous support of the 
work we do in the service of 
the disadvantaged and less 
fortunate in our society,” 
Princess Sarvath said. 

Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid 
who himself has also 
extended strenuous efforts 
to improve the quality of 
life of many of Jordan's 
physically and mentally dis- 
abled, addressed Saturday’s 
gathering at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre, praising 


and impart information and 
ideas of all kinds, regard- 
less of frontiers' as guaran- 
teed by the Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights 
and the International 
Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, to which 
Jordan is a state party.” 

RSF recommended that 
the government “pass a 
new code promoting press 
freedom drawn up in con- 
sultation with journalists 
and media professionals. ' 

“Such consultation," RSF 
wrote, “should help avoid 


Princess Sarvath ’s efforts in 
maintaining the YMWA as 
a “cultural and humanitari- 
an landmark to serve people 
with special needs on the 
local, Arab and regional 
level ” 

Later Princess Sarvath 
distributed awards to repre- 
sentatives of various institu- 
tions and diplomatic mis- 
sions as well as individuals 
in appreciation of their sup- 
port to the association. 
Among the award recipients 
were HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prince Ra’d. 

At the end of the ceremo- 
ny, Prince Hassan and 
Princess Sarvath inaugurat- 
ed the Ceramics. Weaving 
and Woodwork Exhibition, 
which displays the work of 
the Centre for Special Edu- 
cation, the Sheltered Work- 
shop and the Princess Sar- 
vath Community College. 

The three-day exhibition 
includes educational tools 
and curricula that were 
locally developed by the 
Centre for Special Educa- 
tion in order to help teach- 
ers in dealing with students 
with learning difficulties. 

The 25th anniversary cer- 
emony was attended by sev- 
eral Royal family members, 
senior officials and friends 
of the YMWA. 


future excesses of an ethi- 
cal nature, of which some 
Jordanian newspapers have 
been guilty.” 

The government has 
maintained that the strict 
measures embodied in the 
new amendments, which 
eventually led to the clo- 
sure of the 13 weeklies, 
were introduced to ensure 
responsible journalism, 
particularly among the 
ranks of weekly newspa- 
pers. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
regular Cabinet session lis- 
tened to Minister of Social 
Development Muhammad 
Mamser present the outline 
of a study prepared by his 
ministry on social work in 
the Kingdom, its objec- 
tives. programmes, and the 
current social situation, as 
well as activities undertak- 
en by the ministry in con- 
junction with voluntary 
societies in dealing with 
poverty, disabilities, social 
defence issues, local com- 
munities’ welfare, and chil- 
dren and famili es. 

In his briefing. Dr. 
Mamser said Jordan cur- 


Standards 
institute's 
development 
seminar 
opens today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Gener- 
al Director of the Jordan 
Institution for Standards 
and Metrology (JISM) 
Hassan Saudi will today 
inaugurate a “development 
seminar.” dealing with the 
improvement of service- 
orientation of JISM 
toward industry, a press 
release announced Satur- 
day. 

The seminar is organised 
by JISM in cooperation 
with the German Agency 
for Technical Cooperation 
(GTZ) and will last from 
SepL 28 until Ocl 1, the 
statement continued. 

The seminar aims at fol- 
lowing up the achieve- 
ments of a similar seminar 
held a year ago, with Ihe 
stated intention of improv- 
ing the organisation’s gen- 
eral performance in order 
to contribute effectively to 
make Jordanian products 
competitive, and to keep 
up with steps taken to join 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) and the part- 
nership with the European 
Union (EU), the 
announcement read. 

The seminar’s partici- 
pants are German and Jor- 
danian experts in the field 
of management tech- 
niques, in addition to eight 
JISM top management 
staff members, the state- 
ment continued. 

The Metrology, Stan- 
dardisation, Testing and 
Quality Management 
(MSTQ) Project is a joint 
Jordanian -Germ an project, 
the goal of which is to pro- 
mote a “National System 
for MSTQ” in Jordan, 
according to the statement 

This system is consid- 
ered as the basis and infra- 
structure for high quality 
Jordanian products and 
promotes international 
trade relations by remov- 
ing technical barriers to 
trade in accordance with 
the WTO and General 
Agreement of Tariffs and 
Trade’s (GATT) require- 
ments in this regard, the 
statement concluded. 


rently has 47 official and 
voluntary local and foreign 
organisations working 
together with the ministry 
to cany out charitable 
activities. 

He told the Cabinet that 
this year’s allocations for 
general social work in the 
Kingdom amounted to 
JD100 million, 60 per cent 
of which came from the 
government and official 
organisations and the rest 
from non-govemmental 
and voluntary groups. 

The minister stared that 
although the cooperation 
between the government 
and the non-govemmental 


MUSCAT (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
arrived Saturday in Muscat 
on a three-day official visit to 
Oman, during which he will 
relay a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
Sultan Qaboos Ben Saeed 
Dr. Majali is also expected 
to sign a number of bilateral 
agreements in the fields of 
education, higher education, 
and health. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Agricultural Credit Corpora- 
tion (ACC) has prepared a 
draft project to transform 
itself into a full agricultural 
bank in compliance with the 
government’s directives, but 
the draft project will have to 
be endorsed by the Council 
of Ministers and debated by 
Parliament before it is 
implemented. . 

The announcement was 
made Saturday by ACC 
Director General Omar 
Nabulsi, who noted that the 
creation of the agricultural 
bank will be in line with the 
ongoing economic restruc- 


By Nadia Mukhhs 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — “Children’s Lit- 
erature: The Experiment and 
Creativity" is the title of this 
year’s Sixth Cultural Reunion, 
which opens tomorrow at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCC). 

The reunion, held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noon takes place 
annually to encourage chil- 
dren to produce their own 
works and_expose them to the 
cultures of neighbouring Arab 
countries, officials at the Min- 
istry of Culture said. 

Arab participants will 
include representatives from 
Iraq, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, 
Tunisia, and Lebanon. 

The major topics to be dis- 
cussed are Jordan's develop- 


groups is good, there is 
need for further efforts at 
the national level to fight 
poverty and provide care 
and rehabilitation, for the 
poorer sectors of die public. 

The minister said all data 
on social work in the King- 
dom will be submitted at a 
national conference on 
social work, which is slated 
for December, adding that 
his ministry has set up 
seven committees to con- 
duct a study of the available 
data. 

The council also listened 
to a report by Minister of 
Energy and Mineral 
Resources Muhammad 


Dr. Majali’s scheduled 
talks with senior Omani offi- 
cials will focus on means of 
developing bilateral ties, as 
well as the latest develop- 
ments in the Middle East, 
particularly die peace 
process. pan-Arab and 
regional issues, and topics of 
concern to both countries. 

Upon bis arrival. Dr. 
Majali, accompanied by 
Minister of Education and 


tii r ing programme of the 
Kingdom. 

The agricultural bank is 
expected to function more 
efficiently to help the agri- 
cultural sector arrange loans 
to fanners and collect dues, 
he explained. 

Since its establishment in 
I960, Mr. Nabulsi stated, the 
ACC has provided loans 
totalling JD2023 million to 
127,000 farmers and land 
owners to finance land 
reclamation, plant fruit trees, 
set up poultry farms, build 
farm buddings, and under- 
take other relevant projects. 

Since the start of 1997, the 


ment in the field of children’s 
art since 1921, in social, 
humanitarian, national, and 
scientific literature, particular- 
ly in the fields of novels, poet- 
ry, theatre, languages, imagi- 
nation. folklore, and studies of 
future visions concerning chil- 
dren’s literature. 

Workshops on drama, stray, 
and drawing that express the 
subjects of fear and freedom 
of speech are to take place, 
presented by different lectur- 
ers, Ayman Ramhi, president 
of the reunions committee 
said. 

The five-day programme 
will feature an exhibition of 
pictures from children’s plays, 
and will focus on children's 
literature in Jordan, its con- 
ception, and improvement, 
Mr. Ramhi said. 


Saleh Horani on his visit to 
Egypt, where he took part 
in a meeting by Arab minis- 
ters responsible for electric- 
ity and energy. 

Dr. Horani stated that 
among the main topics dis- 
cussed was the question of 
linking the national electric 
grids of the Arab states, 
adding that the national 
electric networks of Egypt 
and Jordan are to be linked 
toward the end of this year. 

He said the ministers also 
discussed cooperation 
among Arab states in elec- 
tricity-related matters. 


Higher Education Munther 
Masri and Minister of Health 
and Medical Care Ashraf 
Kurdi, was received by Sul- 
tan Qaboos’ Special Advisor 
Thweini Ben Shebab A1 
Saeed and other Omani offi- 
cials. 

A Royal Decree was issued 
Saturday appointing Abdul- 
lah Ensour as acting prime 
minister during Dr. Majali’s 
absence. 


ACC has given 4,283 farm- 
ers a total of JD11 million 
through its 20 branches 
around the country, he con- 
tinued. 

He added that the ACC has 
over this period collected 
JD133 million in dues from 
farmers who borrowed in 
die past 

Stating that he submitted a 
report on ACC performance 
to the Council of Ministers 
during last Tuesday’s ses- 
sion, Ml Nabulsi said he 
hoped that the ACC will col- 
lea JD20 million from 
farmers by the end of this 
year. 


The roles of the media and 
educational system in raising 
the awareness in children's lit- 
erature, educational pro- 
grammes in schools to encour- 
age children’s creativity, and 
television and radio to benefit 
children's literature are other 
subjects to be discussed, be 
added. 

Certificates of creativity will 
be distributed to children at 
the closing session to show 
gratitude and encourage them 
to work hard and to continue 
producing their works, be 
explained ■ 

The reunion aims to allow 
children to express themselves 
freely in the form of ait and 
build a future vision that 
allows them to view life in 
better and unrestricted per- 
spectives, he concluded 


Jordan Times Fax # 696-183 


International press freedom groups urge 
government to rescind weeklies' suspensions 


Prime minister arrives 
in Oman on official visit 


Agricultural bank plan awaits 
government endorsement 


Children’s literature, creative 
development focus of cultural event 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


D ARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER 
4 97 FESTIVAL 

* Lecture entitled “Visual Artistic Lan- 
guage Selected from Ready-made Narural 
Elements, (shedding light on the experi- 
ence of geologist Ibrahim Dwairi) at 7:00 
p.m. 

* Graphics by Rafa Nasiri of Iraq, Ziad 
Dalloul of Syria* and Najia Mehadji at the 
South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian artist Moham- 
mad Qailoka at the Middle Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, and paintings by 
Jordanian artist Rajwa Ali. 

* Works by contemporary Arab artists at 
the Blue House. 

* Paintings by children of Zarqa reflect- 
ing on the problem of pollution at the 
Byzantine church. 

CONCERT 

* Musical performance by the orchestra 
of the National Music Conservatory at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

DIALOGUE 

* Open dialogue with Iraqi artist Rafa 
Nasiri entitled “Graphic Art and Artists 
Books” (followed by the signing ceremo- 


ny of Moroccan artist Najia Mehadji ’s 
graphic book “In the Footsteps of Empedo- 
cle,” Part ID - Mineral, inspired by Petra, 
with poems by French poet Pascal Ainel) at 
Darat AJ Funun. Jabal Weibdeh, at 6:30 
p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Quilt exhibition “Piecing If Together" 
by Ms. Virginia Harris ar the .American 
Center, Abdoun, until Oct 1 

* Display of products by the Young Mus- 
lim Women’s Association at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre, until Sept. 29. 

* Paintings by Fatima El-Helou at Institu- 
to Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Oct. 4. 

* “The Projects of the Essence: Aspects 
of Italian Painting in the 90s” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until Oct. 2. 

* Works by Khlief Mahmoud Khlief at 
Hamourabi Art Gallery, Gardens Street, 

until Ocl 2 (Tel. 5536098). 

* Paintings exhibition entitled “La 
Radioaclivite' “ at the French Cultural 
Centre, until SepL 30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian aitists entitled 
“Palestine the Reality and the Dream” at 
the Jordan National Gallery of Fine .Arts, 
until Ocl 2 (except Tuesdays). 


Visiting European delegation stresses need for local 
economic, social committee for EU partnership 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A delegation of 
the Economic and Social 
Committee (ESC) of the 
European Communities 
emphasised the need for the 
establishment of an economic 
and social committee in Jor- 
dan and highlighted the role 
of civil society in the Euro- 
Mediterranean Partnership 
(EMP). 

During their four-day work- 
ing visit to the Kingdom, 
which ended on Friday, the 
ESC spoke with officials from 
civil society, including repre- 
sentatives from the General 
Syndicate of Agricultural 
Products Traders and the Gen- 
eral Federation of Jordanian 
Trade Unions. 

“Discussions focused on the 

best means bv which Jordan 
* 

could set up its own econom- 


ic and social committee,” said 
Roger Briesch, the head of the 
ESC delegation to Amman 
and president of the commit- 
tee’s Euromed follow-up 
group. 

Mr. Briesch told the Jordan 
Times that their “mission in 
A mman was in line with the 
Euro-Mediterranean partner- 
ship initiated in Barcelona in 
1995. We wanted to discuss 
its implementation at the 
socio-professional level” 

He added that “the ESC also 
wanted to inform Jordan of 
the third Euro-Mediterranean 
summit to take place in 
Casablanca in November and 
to invite Jordanians, particu- 
larly those from the socio-pro- 
fessional level, to participate 
in tins very important event,” 

“The Casablanca summit 
will focus on three reports, 
engaging civil society repre- 
sentatives from the Euro- 


Mediterranean countries,” he 
said. 

As the ESC was mandated 
at the Barcelona Conference 
of 1995 to promote and coor- 
dinate actions with the civil 
societies of their Mediter- 
ranean counterparts in the 
EMP, “the ESC and civil soci- 
ety representatives from Jor- 
dan will establish specific pro- 
grammes for the development 
of small to medium-sized 
enterprises, training, and the 
transfer of technology” he 
explained 

The ESC would negotiate 
the funding for such ventures 
with the European Commis- 
sion, he added 

Under the economic and 
financial pillars of the EMP, it 
is stipulated that an appropri- 
ate institutional and regulato- 
ry framework for a market 
economy be established 

‘The ESC has been work- 


ing on institutionalising a 
common system of standards 
for a long time, since the part- 
nership stresses quality con- 
trol” Ml Briesch explained 

“We have to build a joint 
programme for real coopera- 
tion between the ESC and Jor- 
dan to ensure that when the 
free trade area is established 
in 2010, we are working with 
common standards,” he 
stressed 

The third pillar of the 
Barcelona Declaration is the 
human and cultural dimen- 
sion, which stipulates closer 
cooperation in the area of ille- 
gal immigration within the 
EMP. 

Migration is a topic of con- 
cern for the ESC and was dis- 
cussed at the second summit 
in Paris in 1996, Ml Briesch 
said 

Uncontrolled migration to 
Europe has resulted in several 


negative developments, espe- 
cially considering unemploy- 
ment problems in several 
European countries, he said 
The head of the ESC noted 
that such consequences have 
been the mushrooming of 
xenophobia and racism in 
France and Germany. 

One of the objectives of the 
Euro-Mediterranean Associa- 
tion Agreements is the eco- 
nomic development of the 
Mediterranean, since “Europe 
believes that this will create 
more job opportunities in the 
region and thus hinder the 
flow of migration to Europe.” 
Ml Briesch stated 

The most challenging issue 
for the ESC now is to ensure 
the full cooperation of the 
Mediterranean partners in the 
implementation of 

Barcelona's three pillars with 
the full participation of civil 
society, he concluded 
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More tremors shake as 


Italy surveys wreckage 


ASSISI, Italy (R) — Fresh 
tremors shook central Italy 
Saturday as die region faced 
the wreckage of twin earth- 
quakes that killed 1 1 people 
and ravaged priceless art trea- 
sures in the Basilica of Sl 
F rancis of Assisi. 

Residents of the hilltop 
town which gave Italy its 
patron saint felt two tremors 
at 7 a.m. (0500 GMT) and 8 
a.m. (0600 GMT) and offi- 
cials said there had been more 
than 40 small shocks since 
the first of two devastating 
quakes [Friday. 

It was not immediately 
clear how strong the tremors 
were but no damage was 
reported Officials said after- 
shocks were likely to contin- 
ue for some time. 

Thousands of people spent 
the night outdoors, too afraid 
to return to their homes even 
if they had not been badly 
damaged 

‘1 haven’t slept for two 
nights. I'm too scared to sleep 
at home, 1 left just wearing 
this, I don’t have anything," 
70-year-old Clara Paolocci, 
clad in her dressing gown, 
told Reuters Television from 
one of two ’lent cities” in 
Assisi. 

Vincenzo Cariucci 60, slept 
with his wife and three chil- 
dren in cars. “Luckily nothing 
happened to my house yester- 
day but I felt happier sleeping 
outside;' he said 

Some 5,000 people in the 
mountainous area that strad- 
dles die Umbria and Marche 
regions took temporary shel- 
ter outside for fear of more 
tremors. In the Marche, at 


least 27 mountain towns were 
badly damaged and residents 
camped out in tbe cold 

Antonio Paolucci, superin- 
tendent for cultural affairs in 
Florence, visited the basilica 
early Saturday and declared 
the damage akin to the devas- 
tation wreaked by World War 
H bombs od the cities of 
Padua and Pisa in 1944. 

He said he had not been 
able to go inside as officials 
had barred everyone, includ- 
ing firefighters, from the 
basilica for five days until 
scaffolding was erected to 
make itj safe. 

But hie said that from a cur- 
sory gljmce “there is tens of 
btilions’of lire (millioos of 
dollars) damage" 

Two [huge chunks of the 
vaulted! and frescoed ceiling 
of fee basilica of Sl Francis, 
an architectural, jewel col- 
lapsed when the second 
quake Struck at ,11.42 a.m. 
(0942 GMT) Friday. 

It measured 5.6 on the 
Richter Scale and hit as some 
20 people were inspecting the 
damage from a quake mea- 
suring 5.5 that shook central 
Italy at 2.33 a.m. (0033 
GMT)., 

Four people, including two 
Franciscan monks, were 
killed in fee basilica as tbe 
mountains of rubble rained 
down and sent up a cloud of 
white dust visible from the 
plain below. 

The collapse destroyed a 
fresco attributed to tbe artist 
Cimabue and part of another 
attributed to the school of 
Giotto, but die most famous 
and most holy parts of the 


13th century pink-stoned 
chinch appeared to have 
escaped major damage. 

Firefighters put plastic 
sheets oyer the tonnes of 
painted stone ruins heaped on 
the grass in front of die basil- 
ica in hope- restorers would be 
able to use the debris in 
reconstruction. 

The mayor of Assisi 
Giorgio Bartolirti, vowed to 
restore die basilica by tbe 
year! 2000, which Pope John 
Paul 1 has declared a holy year, 
or jubilee, to herald the third 
millennium. 

promise to be ready for 
the [year 2000... We will 
rebuild the basilica,” he said. 

Mr. Paolucci said it was 
vital) to cover the brick-sized 
pieces more securely “be- 
cause if it rains, they will be 
ruin id.” 

Bi t he said it may already 
be too late to resurrect the 
damaged frescoes. “I believe 
that [ little of these can be 
saved.” he said, indicating the 
Cimabue and Giotto frag- 
ments. 

Bruno ZanardL, who has 
been involved with restora- 
tion ! work in the basilica for 
more than 20 years, shared 

b bjpesrimism. 

“The vaults fell from a 
height of about 20 metres and 
wefe reduced to a mass of 
rubble," he told La Stampa 
daijy. 

“The idea of reconstructing 
the original image from that 
ocean of fragments is highly 
improbable. We’d need a mir- 
acle.” 

The most famous frescoes 
— those painted by Giotto on 


the side walls depicting 
scenes from the life of Sl 
F rancis who talked to animals 
and referred to the sun as 
“brother” and the moon as 
“sister” — survived cracked 
but largely intact. 

Giotto, generally credited 
with sowing the seeds of the 
Italian renaissance, painted 
the frescoes in the early 14th 
century. They attract millions 
of tourists each year to Assisi 
whose name is synonymous 
with peace and brotherhood. 

Tbe tomb of St. Francis, 
revered founder of the 
Franciscan Order, is in the 
lower part of the basilica and 
was not damaged. 

Mr. Paolucci said the 
British Museum had volun- 
teered restorers to help free of 
charge with the repairs, and 
said no effort should be 
spared to have the basilica 
restored by the year 2000. 

‘This is the most important 
objective of the Jubilee. This 
is a sacred site, it is the most 
important of all Italy because 
Sl Francis is the patron saint 
of Italy.” he saidfflt is more 
important than Sl Peter’s.” 

Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi visited Assisi Friday 
and promised some $30 mil- 
lion in reconstruction aid for 
tbe regions of Umbria and 
Marche, hardest hit by the 
two earthquakes. 

Italy is jolted by earth- 
quakes on a regular basis. The 
last major earthquake killed 
about £570 people on Nov. 
23, 1980, and devastated 
large parts of tbe southern 
regions of Campania and 
Basilicata. 


Burma opposition seeks dialogue with junta 


RANGOON (R) — 

Burmese opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi called 
Saturday for dialogue with 
the ruling military Junta as 
her National League for 
Democracy Party (NLD) 
opened a key two-day spe- 
cial meeting without inci- 
dent 

The meeting marks the 
ninth anniversary of the 


party’s founding, and was 
held wit 


held with the blessing of the 
ruling State Law and Order 
Restoration Council 

(SLORC) — in sharp con- 
trast to a year ago. 

The military government 
thwarted a similar meeting 
planned by the NLD on 
Sept 2S and 29 last year by 
detaining over 400 dele- 
gates in different regions to 
prevent them from attend- 
ing. 

In May this year, regional 
authorities prevented about 
100 NLD delegates from 
attending a meeting to mark 
the seventh anniversary of 
the general election held in 
1990, which the party swept 
but the ruling military never 
recognised. 

Political analysts and 
diplomats said the SLORC 
allowed the meeting to take 
place this time because it 
did not want to provoke 
Western criticism by creat- 
ing any incidents. 

“The NLD is trying to cre- 
ate something out of this 
meeting, but I don't think - 
the SLORC will allow itself 
to be provoked by the oppo- 
sition and create trouble.” 
said one Asian diplomat 

Burmese Foreign Minister 


Obn Gyaw is attending the 
U.N. General Assembly and 
the SLORC did not want to 
tarnish its image at this crit- 
ical time, the analysts said. 

Burma’s presence at a 
meeting of the Asia-Europe 
Meeting (ASEM) forum 
next year in London is 
uncertain because it was not 
included in the pioneer 
meeting held in Bangkok 
last year. 

Some members of the 
Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
are lobbying for Burma, 
which joined the Asian 
regional grouping this year, 
to attend the ASEM session. 

Analysts said this may be 
another reason why Burma 
may be taking a softer line 
on the opposition. 

On Saturday, Ms. Suu Kyi 
told about 700 delegates 
who gathered in a makeshift 
tent in the compound of her 
lakeside residence in 
Rangoon that dialogue with 
the military government . 
would be successful if it 
was based on “sincerity and 
mutual respecL” 

“NLD is ready to hold 
meaningful dialogue with 
the government based on 
sinceri ty, mutual respect 
and intention to work for the 
benefit of the people ” she 
said. 

“We believe die dialogue 
will succeed without fail if 
it is based on these princi- 
ples.” she added, in renew- 
ing her call for discussions. 

The NLD has been at log- 
gerheads with the SLORC 
over human rights abuses, 
repression and tbe military's 


curbs on its political activi- 
ties. 

Earlier this month, a meet- 
ing sought by the SLORC’s 
powerful secretary one 
Lieutenant General Khin 
Nyunt with senior NLD 
leaders failed to take place 
because the NLD insisted 
Ms. Suu Kyi should be pre- 
senL 

The SLORC does not 
recognise Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
opposition role and did not 
invite her to the proposed 
meeting. 

The military Saturday 
conducted tight security 
checks of delegates at 
checkpoints along 

University Avenue where 
Ms. Suu Kyi resides. 

There were no incidents, 
although the SLORC bad 
originally limi ted the num- 
ber of participants to the 
meeting to 300 and more 
than double the number 
turned up. 

The two-day meeting will 
review the party’s activities 
and lay down future plans 
and policies. 

Meanwhile. Burma's for- 
eign minister Friday likened 
the West to a quack doctor 
delivering the wrong diag- 
nosis on human rights in his 
country. 

Addressing the U.N. 
General Assembly, Ohn 
Gyaw said that Burma 
enjoyed higher economic 
growth and more basic 
human rights and security 
now than at any time in its 
post-independence history. 

“Those Western countries 
turn a blind eye to all these 
positive developments and 


accomplishments by tbe 
government in my country 
and indulge in the ritual of 
unfounded fabricated 
charges against my coun- 
try.” he said. 

“Their ignoring of the 
realities and misjudgement 
may be likened to that of a 
quack doctor who ignores 
the fact that the patient is a 
man and makes a gynaeco- 
logical diagnosis on him.” 
he told the assembly. “A 
man must not be accused or 
censured for the offenses he 
has not committed.” 

He said the West had 
politicised human rights 
questions, used double stan- 
dards and singled out 
Burma for censure. 

The SLORC has been 
accused by the United 
Nations and many Western 
governments of widespread 
abuses, including summary 
executions, forced labour 
and continued arbitrary 
arrests of opposition politi- 
cians. 

The United States earlier 
this year imposed economic 
sanctions against Burma 
because of its rights record, 
including a ban on new U.S. 
investments. 

Mr. Ohn Gyaw also told 
the assembly during its 
annual debate that his gov- 
ernment bad been in the 
forefront of the war against 
drugs, citing campaigns the 
army had conducted in 
chasing drug traffickers and 
destroying opium poppy 
fields 


Space shuttle chases Mir for controversial link-up 


HOUSTON (R) _ The 
shuttle Atlantis gave chase 
Friday to the Russian space 
station Mir ahead of a con- 
troversial rendezvous to 
drop off U.S. astronaut 
David Wolf. 

Both spacecraft were said 
to be sailing smoothly along 
more than 320 kilometres 
above the Earth where they 
were to link up Saturday 
afternoon. As of late friday. 
Atlantis was 2,400 kilome- 
tres behind Mir and closing 
in at a rate of 272 kilometres 
per orbit. 

Astronauts on the shuttle, 
which launched Thursday 
night from Cape Canaveral, 
Florida, tested equipment 
that will be used during the 
docking operation, includ- 
ing laser rangefinders and a 
spindly, metallic docking 
ring that poked up from 
Atlantis' cargo bay. 

“Everything checked out 


just fine” flight director 
Paul Dye told reporters at 
Johnson Space Centre. “We 
expect to be docked and 
opening the batch sometime 
in the early or mid-after- 
noon." 

Wolf was to replace 
Michael Foale, a British- 
born American astronaut 
who has survived one crisis 
after another since boarding 
the 1 1 -year-old Mir in May. 

Critics in the U.S. 
Congress tried to stop 
Wolffs mission and urged 
an end to U.S. involvement 
with the Mir. but NASA 
Administrator Daniel 
Goldin gave Wolf the go- 
ahead just hours before 
Thursday’s launch. He said 
the mission posed no 
“unnecessary peril.” 

Rep. James Sensenbren- 
ner, a Wisconsin Republi- 
can who chairs the House of 
Representatives Science 


Committee, accused NASA 
of acting “negligently” and 
said Mr. Goldin would be 
asked to appear before the 
committee. 

This year, the Mir has suf- 
fered a fire, a collision that 
knocked a hole in its side, 
life support system failures 
and numerous computer 
breakdowns. But Russian 
space officials insist it is 
still spaceworthy and, so far, 
NASA officials have 
agreed. 

On Friday, NASA 
spokesman Rob Navius said 
all systems on Mir were 
“operating flawlessly and 
are expected to maintain 
their pristine condition 
through the docking.” 

Russian flight controllers 
said the Mir crew was in 
“great spirits" as they await- 
ed the arrival of their U.S, 
counterparts, who will come 
loaded with gifts. Among 


them are 635 kilogrammes 
of water, a new central com- 
puter, batteries for the Mir 
power supply, and equip- 
ment for a possible fix. of 
the hole from the June 25 
collision with a resupply 
ship. 

It is the longest list of sup- 
plies ever brought to Mir by 
the A Mantis, which has 
docked with the space sta- 
tion six previous times, Mr. 
Navius said. 

After the docking, sched- 
uled for 3:55 p.m. EDT 
(2055 GMT), the two crews 
were to undergo a 90- 
minute safety briefing — 
described as “routine proce- 
dure” by NASA officials — 
share a meal, then go to 
sleep on their respective 
spaceships. 

Foale and Walker were to 
officially exchange places 
Sunday morning, Mr. 
Navius said. 




A fireman sifts through the rubble of a house which collapsed in an earthquake in central Italy. Two people living 
in the house in the village of Colleciirti were killed ("Reuter photo) 


Bangladesh cyclone death toll reaches 22 


DHAKA (R) — At least 22 
people were killed Saturday 
when a cyclone and tidal 
wave swept into 
Bangladesh from the Bay of 
Bengal, the Bangladesh 
News Agency (BSS) said. 

Eighteen of the deaths 
were reported in the south- 
ern coastal district of Bbola 
alone, the agency said, 
quoting local officials. 

With rescuers still trying 
to reach several islands 
swamped by the surging 
waters, disaster manage- 
ment officials said the death 
toll might increase. 

But they said the final 
death toll was likely to be 
lower than in previous 
cyclones because of large- 
scale evacuations from 
coastal areas and outlying 
islands. 

Nearly 100 people were 
injured, and fishermen’s 
association officials said 
some 50 fishing trawlers 
with more than 700 people 
on board had yet to return 
from the turbulent bay. 

“It is very difficult tell 
their fate at the momenL We 
will have wait for them for 
at least 24 hours,” said one. 

Authorities in Bhola dis- 
trict said the storm triggered 
a 1 .5-metre tidal surge, 
destroyed 80 per cent of 
bouses, uprooted trees and 


snapped power and phone 
lines. 

Most of the deaths were 
caused by drowning, 
including three on a small 
boat which sank near the 
coast at Char Borhanuddin. 

Officials in Cox’s Bazar, 
bordering Burma, said a 
boy drowned when he fell 
from a boat evacuating peo- 
ple from an offshore island. 
Another drowned near 
Manpura Island while try- 
ing to board a fishing 
trawler ferrying people to 
the mainland. 

Four villagers died when 
their flimsy homes col- 
lapsed in the storm which 
carried winds of up to 150 
kph (90 mph). 

Bhola Deputy 

Commissioner Abdul 
Mannan said the death toll 
might be lower than previ- 
ously feared, but there had 
been extensive damage to 
property. 

“Communications have 
been badly affected as fall- 
en trees have blocked 
roads,” Mr. Mannan said, 
adding that it would take 
time to reach an exact death 
toll or assess economic and 
crop damage. 

The officials said nearly 
100 people, including 30 in 
Manpura, were injured 
either by collapsing houses 


or falling trees. 

Weather forecasters said 
the storm had now weak- 
ened into a depression over 
the northern part of 
Chittagong district and 
northeast India. 

Officials in Chittagong 
Port said the army and navy 
were on their way to small 
islands in the Bay of Bengal 
for rescue and relief opera- 
tions. More than one mil- 
lion islanders had been 
evacuated before the storm, 
they said. 

The port itself and ship- 
ping suffered no major 
harm. 

“I must say the Almighty 
Allah has saved us this 
time.” BSS quoted a relief 
control room official as say- 
ing. 

At least 1 1 1 people were 
killed in May when a 200 
kph (125 mph) cyclone hit 
the coast causing damage 
estimated at five billion taka 
($1 12 million). 

Bangladesh’s worst 
cyclone in living memory 
killed at least 138,000 peo- 
ple in 1991, according to 
official figures. 

Meanwhile, authorities in 
eastern India were on high 
alert as the death toll there 
following torrential rains 
rose to 32. 
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Witness says Diana’s car was driving safely 


NEW YORK (R) — A man 
riding in a taxicab that was 
passed by Princess Diana's 
car before it crashed in Paris 
said her car was not travel- 
ing at an unsafe speed. 

In an interview with CBS 
News aired Friday. 
California businessman 
Brian Anderson said 
Diana's Mercedes was trav- 
eling at about 70 mph ( 1 10 
kph) that night and was 
being closely followed by 
two motorcycles. 

“My perception as a lay 
person was the car was not 
travelling at an unsafe 
speed,” Mr. Anderson said. 

He said the first motorcy- 
cle had two people on it and 
was the more aggressive, 
heading “in a direction to 
get in front of tbe car." 

T felt that the one motor- 
cycle, certainly without hes- 


itation and any doubt what- 
soever, was driving aggres- 
sively and dangerously.” 

Nine photographers and a 
photo agency motorcyclist 
face possible charges of 
manslaughter and failing to 
help accident victims in 
connection with the Aug. 31 
crash in which Diana, her 
companion Dodi Fayed, and 
driver Henri Paul died. 

French authorities are 
investigating whether the 
photographers contributed 
to tbe high-speed crash by 
chasing the princess' car. 
and whether they took pic- 
tures afterward rather than 
aJert emergency services 
and help the victims. 

Mr. Anderson’s account 
put the motorcycle-riding 
paparazzi much closer to 
Diana's car than the 
accounts of the photogra- 


phers and their attorneys, 
CBS said. 

Mr. Anderson told CBS he 
lost sight of Diana's car for 
a few moments, and then 
heard a tremendous crash. 

T looked up and saw an 
object cross ... the front of 
the car. at some distance, 
hitting the wall. U took a 
second to register that it was 
an automobile,” he said. 

French police questioned 
Mr. Anderson over several 
days about the accident and 
he expects to speak with 
them again. CBS said. 

“I only saw this bit. There 
are professionals that are 
looking at the entire spec- 
tram of the events and I will 
trust that they will discover 
what the cause was. 1 don't 
know." 


Greece backs EU membership for Cyprus 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Greek Foreign Minister 
Theodoras Pan gal os Friday 
reasserted his unwavering 
support for Cyprus' member- 
ship in tbe European Union 
(EU). 

In a speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly 
dealing at length with Greek- 
Tuikish differences, Mr. 
Pangaios said: “Greece sup- 
ports unwaveringly Cyprus' 
accession process to the EU. 
which will commence a 1 the 
near future.” 

Membership of Cyprus in 
the EU would benefit all tbe 
island’s inhabitants and “may 
also act as a catalyst for the 
solution of the political prob- 
lem,” he said, referring to 
decades-long efforts by the 
United Nations to reunite the 
divided island in a federation. 

Turkey says the Greek 
Cypriot-led government in 


Nicosia cannot speak for the 
Turkish Cypriots, who set up 
their own breakaway govern- 
ment in 1983. 

Ankara says Cyprus cannot 
join die EU, of which Greece 
but qot Turkey is a member, 
until tbe division of the island 
has been resolved 

Mr. Pangaios omitted a pas- 
sage in his prepared text 
charging dial ‘Turkey, in its 
quest for regional hegemony, 
opposes accession, holding 
the entire people of Cyprus 
hostage to its blackmailing 
policy.” 

He continued “We sincere- 
ly hope that Turkey will even- 
tually realise the benefits of 
Cyprus' accession to the EU, 
especially for the Turkish 
Cypriot population, and will 
change its present rejectionist 
stance.” 

However, Mr. Pangaios had 
other harsh words for his 


neighbour. He said Greece’s 
relations with Turkey had 
taken another downturn since 
1996, “when our neighbour 
added direct territorial claim s 
to the existing policy of 
demands, threats of war and 
constant pressure, in an 
attempt to subvert the territo- 
rial status quo established 
more than 70 years ago. 

“Her attempt to back these 
claims by military means in 
January 1996 resulted in a 
crisis that fell short of war," 
be said. Greece and Turkey 
came close to war last year 
over an uninhabited islet in 
the eastern Aegean, They 
pulled back their warships 
after U.S. intervention. 

Mr. Pangaios and Turkey's 
Foreign Minister Ismail Cem 
have held two meetings on 
tbe fringes of the General 
Assembly meeting but failed 
to reach any breakthroughs. 


BANGKOK (R) — 

Thailand’s embattled Prime 
Minister Chavalit 

Yongchaiyudh won a crucial 
vote of confidence Saturday 
from parliament, which also 
overwhelmingly approved a 
new reformist constitution. 

Mr. Chavalit survived tbe 
opposition censure motion 
in the elected lower house, 
as expected, while the draft 
constitution, which enjoys 
broad public support sailed 
through a joint session of the 
upper and lower houses. 

'The defeat of the censure 
vote was crucial as the 
administration seeks to 
resolve the country's worst 
economic crisis in decades, 
analysts said. 

Mr. Chavalit’s nine- 
month-old, six-party coali- 
tion defeated the censure 
motion with a 212-170 vote 
margin in the 393-seat lower 
house. Eleven members (fid 
not vote. 

The opposition had 
accused him of incompe- 
tence and economic mis- 
management 
The new charter, aimed at 
ending decades of rampant 
money politics and political 
patronage, won the backing 
of 578 votes, with 16 against 
and 17 abstentions. 

Thousands of pro-consti- 
tution supporters gathered at 
a public square at Sanam 
Luang in Bangkok and other 
parts of the country 

screamed with delight 

sparking fire crackers and 
waving flags, on hearing of 
the charter's approval. 

“This is a historic day for 
the nation when the people 
finally have their own con- 
stitution." said Pipop 
Thongchai, leader of a pro- 
charter rally at Sana Luang- ■ 
“We praise the members of 
parliament for their sincere 
contribution to political 
reform.” said die democracy 
movement in a statement- 
The new charter, requiring 
the assent of Thai IGuS 
Bhumibol Adulyadej, calls 
for a revamp of die electoral 
system and would require 
cabinet ministers to resign 
their seats if they wered®** 
ed as members of pariia- 
menl 

Tile reforms aim to reduce 
the role of vested interests 
and money in the polite 
decision making process. 

Research estimates 
November's dectious 
showed politicians spa* 
millions of dollars to P 
elected. 

Mr. Chavalit was reluct 3 ® 
initially to accept tire .V? 
charter, but bowed to 
sure from the nubtaty .®^ 
his coalition _ 
partners. 

Analysts expect 
Chavalit to follow 
dence vote with ___ 
action to tackle tbe eagww 
ic turmoil which 
$17.2 billion rescue 
put together by die 
tional Monetary ~ 
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Probe of Indonesian air crash 
begins as body recovery starts 
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Indonesian rescuers search for bodies amongst the wreckage of an Air Garuda A-300 Airbus that crashed near 
Medan in northern Sumatra with the loss of all 234 passengers and crew aboard. The cause of Indonesia's worst 
ever air crash was not immediately known (Reuter photo) 
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examining 
body to see 
if it belongs 
to hostage 

SRINAGAR, India (R) — 
Indian forensic experts will 
examine a body exhumed in 
the Kashmir region to 
determine if it is of one of 
four Western hostages miss- 
ing for more than two years, 
a senior police officer said 
Saturday. 

The police officer, who 
did not wish to be identi- 
fied, said the body had been 
flown to the western Indian 
. city of Ahmedabad for tests 
at the central forensic labo- 
raroiy. 

"It was on a specific in-for- 
mation that we exhumed a 
body from Akingam village 
and our expens are examin- 
ing it,” Gurbachan Jagaz, 
director-general of the Jam- 
mu and Kashmir State Po- 
lice, told Reuters late Friday. 

Police exhumed the body 
Thursday from Akingam 
village in Kashmir’s Anant- 
nag Valley after a captured 
militant said during interro- 
gation that it was the body 
of one of the hostages. 

Ananmag is about 50 
kilometres south of Srina- 
gar, the summer capital of 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

"We have no definite 
proof whether the body is 
of one of the hostages. It is 
a skeleton and we have 


' 4 ' 

asked experts from outside 


to conduct a DNA (deoxyri- 

« r *' 

bonudeic acid) test on the 

I N 

bodv,” Jagat said. 

fluU. j 

“It will take a few days for 

-■ " 

identification,” Mr. Jagat 

i ’ 

said. 


Britain's Press Associa- 


non news agency said earli- 


er Saturday that forensic 

* 

tests were being carried out 


to see whether the body was 

. 

that of Paul Wells or Keith 


Mangan, the two Britons 

t 

among the four missing 

tS'Z 

Western hostages. 

Ih- 

The Press Association 


said the families of the two 


men had been informed. 


Wells and Mangan and 


Americans Donald Hut- 


chings and John Childs 


were kidnapped by A1 


Faran militants while trek- 


king in the Himalayan state 


of Jammu and Kashmir. 

B*=- 

Four days later, Childs 


escaped On the same day. 

■a - 

the captors abducted Ger- 

..»£V 1 

man Dirk Hasert and Nor- 

* ’ 

wegian Hans Christian Os- 


tree. Ostroe was later found 

■ 

beheaded. 

. 

The Press Association 


quoted the hostages in 


Kashmir campaign, a group 

Jr 

founded by Mangan s wife. 


Julie, as saying reports the 

V--' 

body was that of Wells were 

i a a. ' 

pure speculation. 


"During the last two days 


a body was recovered from 

V. 

■ Akingam in lndian-occu- 


pied Kashmir ... the grate 

9 . 

was identified by captured 


militants” the group said in 


29 missing as ships collide in 
smog-filled Malacca Straits 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Twenty-nine crewmen 
were missing after an In- 
dian-registered cargo ship 
capsized after colliding with 
another vessel in the smog- 
filled Straits of Malacca, 
officials said Saturday. 

Five survivors were found 
from the 34-strong crew of 
the M.V. Vickraman. which 
collided with the Sl Vin- 
cent-registered Mount One 
around 1 1 pun. (1500 GMT) 
Friday, said officials from 
Malaysia’s Maritime Rescue 
Coordination Centre 

(MRCC ) in Port KJang south 
of here. 

“Going by the thick haze 
prevailing in the region, the 
collision could have taken 
place due to that problem but 
investigations are not over” 
Roslee' Mat Yusof, duty offi- 
cer at the MRCC told AFP 
by telephone. 

There were no casualties 
on the Mount One which 
was slightly damaged, he 
said. 

The narrow and busy 
Malacca Straits straddle Ma- 
laysia, Indonesia and Sin- 
gapore have all been en- 
veloped in thick smog caused 
by forest fires in Indonesia. 

Investigations are also un- 
derway to find out whether 
the smog could have con- 
tributed to Friday’s crash of 
a Garuda Airlines jet on the 
island of Sumatra in In- 
donesia, killing all 234 peo- 


ple on board. 

Malaysia cancelled flights 
to six airports in the country 
Saturday owing to poor visi- 
bility caused by the haze. 

Officials said Malaysian 
Air Force and navy as well 
as the Marine Police and the 
Marine Department were 
engaged in joint operations 
to rescue the missing crew- 
men, all Indian nationals. 

The five surviving crew- 
men of the Indian vessel 
were plucked to safety by a 
Thai merchant vessel, M.V. 
Laemtbong Gloiy, and the 
Royal Malaysian Navy's 
K.D. Lekir which went to 
the rescue after receiving a 
distress signal. 

Survivors were being fer- 
ried to Port KJang. by a 
Marine Department vessel.' 

Officials said the Vick- 
raman was on its way from 
Antwerp in Belgium to 
Kaohsiung in Taiwan when 
the accident took place, six 
nautical miles from Tanjung 
Tuan in the southern beach 
resort of Port Dickson. 

Some 30.000 ships ply the 
perilous Straits of Malacca 
annually and last year alone. 
92 accidents were reported. 

Malaysia recently warned 
ships without proper naviga- 
tional equipment to keep 
away from the straits due to 
the thick grey haze choking 
the region and hampering air 
and sea traffic. 

Air flights Saturday mean- 


while were cancelled to the 
airports of Penang, Alor 
Star, Langkawi, Kuala 
Terengganu, Ipoh and Kota 
Bahru in northern peninsular 
Malaysia because landings 
could be dangerous, officials 
said. 

Malaysia Airlines (MAS) 
said flights to die slx desti- 
nations were cancelled until 
6:00 p.m. (1000 GMT) Sa- 
turday. 

Officials said airport au- 
thorities were unwilling to 
take chances with poor visi- 
bility even though the Air 
Pollutant Index (API) track- 
ing air pollution levels had 
generally improved. 

“Although the airport is 
equipped with electronic 
guidance devices to help 
planes take off and land, we 
prefer to take extra precau- 
tions,” MAS Penang Station 
Manager Tengku Nasrudin 
Zainuddin said. 

The pollution index in 
Sarawak, the east Malaysian 
state worst affected by the 
choking smog, fell to 139 
early Saturday from a record 
high of 835 points Tuesday. 

A level from 201 to 300 is 
“very unhealthy” and from 
301 upwards is “hazardous.” 

Seberang Prai in the north- 
ern state of Penang is the 
only area where the pollu- 
tion index hovered around 
the hazardous level. En- 
vironment Department offi- 
cials said. 


Taleban claim massive gains 
around opposition stronghold 


KABUL (AFP) — Taliban 
forces have tightened their 
stranglehold on the opposi- 
tion base of Mazar-e-Sharif 
with major gains to the west 
of the city, state-run Radio 
Shariat claimed Saturday. 

The Taleban mouthpiece 
said key areas within 15 
kilometres west of the only 
Afghan city not in their 
bands were seized follow- 
ing a major offensive. 

“In a victorious operation 
vast areas were freed, 
including Qala-e-Janghi, 
areas of' the thermal power 
factory. 18 th division, 
Cheratal district and some 
Villases,” the broadcast 


said. 

No independent confirma- 
tion of the claim was imme- 
diately available. 

"The mujahedin of the 
Islamic army are now forti- 
fying their positions,” the 
repon added. 

On Friday, independent 
sources said* Taleban fight- 
ers were within 35 kilome- 
tres to the north and east of 
the city, but no reports on 
the current whereabouts of 
those frontlines were imme- 
diately available. 

Mazar-e-Sharif, situated 
310 kilometres north of 
Kabul, is the seat of the 
anti -Taleban alliances shad- 


ow government, has been 
under Taleban attack for 
three weeks. 

Anti -Taleban forces 
. include Shiite Muslim fac- 
tions Hezb-e-Wahdat and 
Harakat-e-IsIami, the oust- 
ed Kabul government and 
ethnic Uzbek fighters loyal 
to rival Uzbek warlord’s 
Abdul Rashid Dostum or 
Abdul Malik. 

The Taleban hold around 
two thirds of Afghanistan 
including the capital Kabul 
which they seized one year 
ago. and have imposed a 
strict interpretation of 
Islamic law on areas they 
control. 


Australian premier turns to 
sport for break from crisis 


a statement. 

The group’s scepticism 
was echoed by residents of 
Akin gam village who told 
reporters thai the body was 
of a militant who died 21 
months ago in a gunbattle. 


CANBERRA (R) — Embattled Australian 
leader John Howard took a break from the 
worst political crisis in his 18-month rule 
with a visit to a football final Saturday as 
conservative colleagues rallied to his sup- 
port. 

After dumping three ministers and wo 
senior advisers in what he coiled "a horrible 
week,” Mr. Howard appeared relaxed and 
jovial as he joined almost 100,000 football 
fans for the Australian rules football grand 
final at the Melbourne cricket ground in 
Australia’s second biggest city. 

“One of the real cultural experiences and 
delights of being prime minister of this fan- 
tastic country is the opportunity to savour 
grand final dav in Melbourne and then go 
back to Sydney and go to the ... (rugby 
league) grand final,” said Mr. Howard, who 
will attend the league final Sunday. 


In one of the worst weeks in Mr. 
Howard’s chequered 23-year political 
career, three senior ministers quit in a scan- 
dal over misclaimed travel allowances and 
Mr. Howard sacked two advisers for failing 
to warn him before the row became public. 

Leading conservative politicians around 
the country closed ranks behind the prime 
minister and declared his position safe. 

New South Wales state liberal opposition 
leader Peter Collins said Mr. Howard and 
his Liberal-National Coalition administra- 
tion would be well regarded by history. 

“He will be a distinguished prime minis- 
ter,” Mr. Collins told reporters in Sydney. 

Mr. Collins said there were no moves 
within the Liberal Party to dump Mr. 
Howard, who has also been dogged by res- 
ignation rumours. 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Indonesian authorities were 
investigating Saturday whe- 
ther poor visibility from 
haze caused by forest fires 
contributed to the crash of a 
Garuda Airlines jet, killing 
all 234 people on board, 
reports and officials said 
Saturday. 

Before losing contact with 
air traffic control at Me- 
dan’s Polonia Airport on 
Sumatra Island, the pilot 
had asked for landing guid- 
ance as he was having visi- 
bility problems due to haze, 
the state Antara news 
agency said. 

Transportation Minister 
Haryanto Dhanutirto cited 
witnesses as saying the 
plane was last seen flying at 
low altitude and hitting^ 
some trees before it went 
down in a ravine near the 
village of Buah Nabar, 
about 40 kilometres south- 
west of Medan. 

Medan airport was closed 
Saturday because of poor 
visibility, officials said. 

Much of South East Asia 
is blanketed by acrid smoke 
haze from the Indonesian 
fires. Authorities in Malay- 
sia said the haze also could 
have contributed to a colli- 
sion of two ships in the 
smog-filled Straits of Ma- 
lacca Friday in which twen- 
ty-eight crewmen were 


missing. 

The Garuda '$ flight data 
recorders, which could hold 
the key to determining the 
cause of the crash, have not 
been found, said Lieutenant 
Colonel B.S. Dandeld, the 
head of the Medan Air 
Base. 

Garnda President Supandi 
late Friday refused to specu- 
late whether the tragedy 
was caused by the haze. 

“The causes of the acci- 
dent are being investigated, 
whether it was caused by 
smoke or not,” he said. 

A Garuda official said 
Friday that Flight GA-152 
from Jakarta to Medan had 
222 passengers on board, 
including two infants, and a 
crew of 12, none of whom 
survived. 

Efforts to recover bodies 
and flight recorders were 
complicated Saturday by 
the thick haze, as family 
members began collecting 
the remains. 

Garuda official Eddy 
Paswardi said from Medan, 
North Sumatra, that most of 
the bodies had been found 
but that recovery efforts 
were being complicated by 
inclement weather condi- 
tions. 

"The haze is very duck 
and visibility is around 400 
metres. The road near the 
accident site is also very 


slippery after the rains last 
night,” Mr. Paswardi told 
AFP. 

He said more than 200 
people had joined in search 
efforts which had yet to turn 
up the aircraft’s black box. 

The Antara news agency 

cited the Transportation 

Ministry's secretary gener- 
al, Muchtarudin Sire-gar, as 
saying 104 of the bodies 
had been identified as of 
Saturday afternoon. 

The news agency also 
said, without citing sources, 
that the navigational system 
used on the plane was out of 
date. 

An employee at Medan’s 
Adam Malik Hospital who 
identified herself only as 
Irma said that by midday 
Saturday 24 corpses had 
arrived at the hospital's 
morgue. 

“There are more than a 
hundred of the victims’ rela- 
tives here, most of them 
crying and very emotional,” 
Ms. lima said. 

Mr. Siregar said more than 
200 family members bad 
registered and were ready to 
be flown to Medan to iden- 
tify the dead once the air- 
port reopened. 

Garuda said hazy condi- 
tions early Saturday forced 
a 6:30 a.m. (1030 GMT) 
flight from Jakarta to 
Medan — the same route 


taken by the plane that 
crashed — to turn back in 
mid-flight. 

Jakarta’s airport was filled 
with grieving relatives, 
some crying and in shock, 
waiting for a flight to 
Medan. 

‘I'm in shock. I was the 
one who took my niece to 
the airport yesterday,” said a 
sobbing Tur Simanjuntak of 
her 2 3 -year-old niece. Ester 
Simanjuntak. one of the 
passengers on the ill-fated 
flight. 

When asked whether her 
family planned to take any 
action against the airline, 
she only said that “we are 
Still too sad to think about 
anything else.” 

At least 18 foreigners 
were among the victims, i 
including Americans, I 
Dutch. French, Germans, j 
Japanese and one Belgian. 

A Dutch embassy source j 
told AFP that two Dutch ; 
nationals were on board and 
an official from the British 
embassy said there was one ■ 
Briton on the plane. 

Three French nationals ' 
were on the flight, accord- 
ing to Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials in Paris. 

The- crash was the fourth 
air disaster in Indonesia this 
year and the worst in the 
country’s aviation history. 


Asia smog seen unlikely cause for plane crash 


JAKARTA (R) — Smog 
affecting large areas of 
South East Asia is unlikely 
to have been the main cause 
of a Garuda Airbus crash on 
Indonesia's Sumatra Island 
which killed 234 people, 
pilots said Saturday. 

But the smog from In- 
donesia’s blazing forest 
fires was blamed for Friday 
night’s collision, of two 
cargo ships in the Strait of 
Malacca, which separates 
peninsular Malaysia from 
Sumatra. — 

“Haze is an ordinary thing 
for pilots” said Shadrach 
Nababan, head of the Garu- 
da Indonesia Communica- 
tions Forum for Pilots. 
“There are instruments in 
the plane and on the ground 
which can be used.” 

The official Antara news 
agency said the pilot of the 
Airbus A300-B4, which 
crashed 45 kilometres south 
of Sumatra’s north-eastern 
city of Medan, reported low 
visibility because of haze 
minutes before the crash. 

Bush and forest fires have 
been burning out of control 
across Sumatra and Kali- 


mantan, Indonesia’s half of 
Borneo Island, for months, 
sending up a choking haze 
across vast tracts of South 
East Asia and triggering an 
ecological and health crisis. 

Indonesia, Singapore. Ma- 
laysia, Brunei, the Philip- 
pines and Thailand have all 
been affected. 

Indonesia, where at least 
two deaths have been 
blamed on die smog, has 
called the fires a national 
disaster. The Malaysian 
state of Sarawak has dec- 
lared a state of emergency. 

“It’s obvious the plane 
was flying too low and had 
left its flight path,” said 
another pilot. "...There 
could be two reasons — he 
was ordered to by air traffic 
control or there were visual 
reasons. But we don’t know 
yet.” 

A commercial pilot in 
Singapore who spoke on 
condition of anonymity said 
flying conditions in the area 
were not a problem. “It’s no 
worse than flying through a 
cloud,” he said of the smog. 

Other pilots said Medan 
International Airport had a 


landing system that would 
have coped with very poor 
visibility. 

Officials said airports in 
the Malaysian towns of 
Langkawi, Penang and Alor 
Setar were closed Saturday, 
as were those at Medan and 
at least three other towns on 
Sumatra. 

At least 10,000 fire-fight- 
ers from Malaysia and 
Indonesia have been sent to 
stricken areas, but satellite 
pictures published in Jakar- 
ta newspapers Saturday 
showed many of the fires 
still burning. 

In Malaysia, the French 
embassy said a team of 19 
specialists in airborne fire- 
fighting had arrived in 
Kuala Lumpur to help fight 
the fires in Indonesia. 
Another team was likely to 
land in Jakarta, the embassy 
said. 

The Geneva-based World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
Friday described the situa- 
tion in South East Asia as 
“particularly serious." 

“The longer the exposure 
to the air pollution, which is 
mainly caused by the accu- 


mulation of fine particles, 
the more serious the effects 
will be. particularly for vul- 
nerable groups of the popu- 
lation like people with 
chronic respiratory prob- 
lems, infants and the elder- 
ly” the U.N. agency said. 

The Swiss-based World 
Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) said up to 600,000 
hectares (1.5 million acres) 
of bush and forest had been 
burned. 

The director-general of 
the WWF. Claude Martin, 
called for immediate and 
coordinated international 
action to halt what he called 
a "planetary disaster.” 

Diplomatic sources in 
Jakarta said forest peat had 
been set ablaze, which 
would mean the flames 
were too fierce to be extin- 
guished by fire-fighters 
alone. 

They said heavy monsoon 
rains were the only solution, 
but Indonesia is currently 
gripped by severe drought 
blamed on the El Nino phe- 
nomenon in the Parific 
Ocean which affects global 
weather patterns. 


U.S., Russia sign accords that could spur arms cuts 
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NEW YORK (R) — The 
United States, Russia 
and three other ex- 
Soviet states Friday 
signed a handful of 
arms agreements that 
could finally dear the 
waj? for a new round of 
radical reductions in 
strategic weapons. 

Secretary of State Ma- 
deleine Albright, Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov and 
counterparts from 
Ukraine, Kazahkstan 
and Belarus participat- 
ed in the upbeat cere- 
mony on the fringes of 
the U.N. General As- 
sembly. 

The accords “should 
pave the way for Rus- 
sian Duma (parliament) 
ratification of the 
START-2 treaty that 
will trigger deep cuts in 
our nuclear arsenals,” 
Ms. Albright said. 

But critics like the 
union of concerned sci- 
entists say the agree- 
ments could thwart 
proposed reductions 
beyond START-2 and 
persuade countries with 
small nuclear arsenals 
like china to increase 
their stockpile. 

The US. aim is to give 
Russia more confidence 
that if it commits to far- 
ther reductions in stra- 
tegic nuclear weapons, 
Washington will not try 
to gain new advantage 
by deploying missile 
defence systems that 
would undercut Mos- 
cow’s remaining strate- 
gic arsenal. 


Russia and the United 
States also signed a pro- 
tocol extending from 
the beginning of 2003 to 
the end of 2007 — a 
deferral of five years — 
the period stipulated 
for implementation of 
the START-2 treaty. 

Experts say this gives 
Russia “political brea- 
thing room” before it is 
forced to get rid of its 
most lethal weapons. 
This provides time to 
evaluate the impact of 
NATO expansion — 
which Moscow fears — 
and the US. missile 
defence programe in 
the works for four 
years, last Aug. 21 in 
Geneva. 

They aimed to address 
the spread of short- 
range ballistic missiles, 
d rama tised by their use 
in the 1991 Gulf War in 
Iraq, and the increas- 
ingly popnlar develop- 
ment of systems 
designed to shoot them 
down. 

The goal has been an 
accord that would per- 
mit so-called “Theatre” 
Anti-Missile Defence 
(TMD) systems without 
violating the 1972 U.S.- 
Soviet ABM treaty, 
which limits defences 
against long-range 
strategic missiles and 
has been considered an 
arms control corner- 
stone. 

Last March’s US.- 
Russia summit in 
Helsinki broke the log- 
jam on the complex 
issue by setting limits 


on the speed and range 
of target missiles to be 
used in testing theatre 
systems. 

These were set at 
about five kilometres 

§ er second and about 
,500 kilometres respec- 
tively. Work since then 
has focused on turning 
that outline accord into 
agreed texts. 

While the US. Senate 
has ratified the START- 
2 treaty, the Duma has 
held back over fears 
that Washington would 
break out of the ABM 
pact by deploying mul- 
tiple anti-missile defen- 
sive systems. 

Many Russians fear 
they could not compete 
financially with the 
Americans in building 
comparable anti-missile 
systems. Hence, they 
would be even more 
dependent on their 
nu clear stocks and less 
inclined to formally rat- 
ify START-2 because it 
codifies huge weapons 
reductions, experts say. 

US. officials said this 
week they were freshly 
optimistic that with 
Friday’s accords. 
President Boris Yeltsin 
would be in a position 
to push the START-2 
treaty, a pro-cess that is 
now underway. 

Mr. Primakov told 
President Bill Clinton 
that while ratification 
by (he Duma remains 
difficult, he had some 
higher degree of opti- 
mism that it would hap- 
pen, a senior US. offi- 


cial said. 

Officials say the TMD 
accords will not prohib- 
it any of the six US. 
missile defence pro- 
grammes now being 
developed. 

But some Republicans 
in Congress have 
objected to a clause that 
bans either side from 
developing, testing or 
deploying space-based 
interceptor missiles, 
saying this would im- 
pede possible new tech- 
nological break- 

throughs. 

- Mr. Primakov said the 
accords marked a “rad- 
ical success” that would 
determine the course of 
arms control for years 
to come. 

But he and his coun- 
terparts from other ex- 
Soviet states stressed 
that the agreements did 
not resolve all disputes 
over the 1972 anti-bal- 
listic missile treaty and 
that these serious prob- 
lems must continue to 
be worked on. 

The START-2 treaty, 
signed in 1993 but never | 
put into effect, would 
slash US.-Rus-sian 
long-range nuclear 
arsenals by up to two- 
thirds and deprive 
Moscow of its cherished 
and most powerful 
weapon — heavy mis- 
siles with multiple war- 
heads. 

Negotiators from the 
five countries complet- 
ed the texts of the mis- 
sile defence agreements. 


i 
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Netanyahu’s move 


THE ON and off talk in Israel about the 
possible formation of a national unity gov- 
ernment comprising the ruling Likud and 
opposition Labour parties does not occur in 
a vacuum. Both Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Labour leader Ehud Barak 
have recently been talking about forging a 
united frontto steer their country into the 
projected final status talks with the 
Palestinians. No doubt the Syrian and 
Lebanese fronts are equally on the minds of 
both parties as there is an increasing appre- 
hension that without dealing with the Syrian 
track, there is no hope ever to ease tension 
on the Lebanese front where the toll on 
Israeli and Lebanese lives has been high. 

On the surface of it both Netanyahu and 
Barak have to make compromises in their 
respective policies before they would consid- 
er more seriously the prospects of forming a 
national coalition government that would 
exclude the elements that caused the freez- 
ing of the peace process altogether. 
Netanyahu must have sensed by now that 
clinging to his hardline rhetoric of his elec- 
tion campaign would deprive Israel of both 
security and frustrate all efforts aimed at 
achieving peace in the region. 

The bitter experiences of the past 18 
months since the formation of the right- 
wing government must have convinced the 
Israeli prime minister that unless he jetti- 
sons the extremists from his team, the 
remaining two-and-half years of his rule 
would lead his country into a bigger mess on 
more than one front and deny his people the 
fruits of the early promises of the past peace 
accords. 

Netanyahu must be engaged in soul- 
searching for a way out of the quagmire that 
he has led his country into. After pledging to 
secure peace based on security, he has faded 
to deliver on either count. The events and 
developments of the past months should 
convince everybody that a new path needs 
to be taken by Israel if it really wants to 
attain security and peace for its people. 
Anything short of that would be the exact 
prescription for more of the same that Israel 
has experienced over the past 16 months. 


Accordingly, the enrrent U.S.-sponsored 
peace talks in Washington between Israel 


peace talks in Washington between Israel 
and the Palestinians cannot be expected to 
bear much fruit unless the political base of 
the Israeli government is broadened so that 
ultra-religious and extreme right-wing ele- 
ments are effectively excluded from the 
decision-making process. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AI Ra’i Saturday demanded that the 
concerned authorities reveal all the details about the 
attack on the Israeli embassy officials and the assault 
on Khaled Mashaal. head of Hamas political bureau in 
Amman. Sultan Hattab said that within a single week, 
two attacks of a sinister nature occurred in Amman, 
with the official spokesman giving statements that do 
not disclose facts about die two incidents. The 
Jordanian public, after listening to the official 
spokesman, tuned in to news coming on satellite tele- 
vision channels to hear a totally contrary version about 
the two incidents, noted the writer. Jordanians, he said, 
are deeply concerned about these developments and 
fear that rhey might paint a gloomy image of the coun- 
try - . therefore, prompt action should be taken to put 
matters in their right perspective. The writer demanded 
that the government tell the public the truth about the 
situation and, at the same time, take some measures 
that can control the propagation of reports about events 
taking place in the country. He stud that many of the 
satellite television channels reports lack credibility and 
tend to create real tension among the members of the 
Jordanian community. 


A WRITER for Al Arab AI Yawm criticised the clo- 
sure of weekly tabloids in Jordan, describing the move 
as an attempr to stifle freedom of the press. Calling the 
closure order as a black day in the life of journalism in 
Jordan, Taher Adwan said those who accused the 
weeklies of publishing sensational and inaccurate 
reports do not realise the fact that it was largely due to 
the publication of scandalous incidents, reports about 
murders and corruption and abuse of authority on the 
part of some officials that contributed towards curtail- 
ing criminal actions within the Jordanian society. 
Influential forces behind the closure of the weeklies 
have been accusing the ; tabloids of publishing reports 
and material which some consider as improper, but 
they tend to forget that the satellite television channels 
which are wide spread in Jordan present day and night 
all types of news and programmes which reach house- 
holds, affecting the minds of children, continued the 
writer He said that certain influential elements were 
behind the closure of the weeklies and behind pitting 
the government against their publishers with the pur- 
pose of protecting their own. selfish interests and in 
order to maintain an atmosphere which allows them to 
pursue their acts of corruption and consolidate their 
own position. 


Why devaluation rumours vanished 


FOR ALMOST two years now we have not heard a single 
rumour about the possible devaluation of the Jordanian 
dinar. Before October 1995 such rumour would surface at 
least once every month. Two reasons complemented each 
other and caused the persisting rumour to vanish com- 
pletely. The first is that the dinar was pegged to the dollar 
at a fixed rate of SI. 41 to the dinar, as of the end of 
October 1995. The second is the credibility the Central 
Bank established for itself while it endeavoured and man- 
aged to protect and preserve this rate of exchange. 

Even those who used to promote the idea of an impend- 
ing devaluation of the dinar — perhaps because they have 
a personal interest do so, having taken positions in dollars 
and other foreign currencies — or those who have reasons 
to destabilise the Jordanian economy and hurt the stand- 
ing of the country, do not dare unleash the rumour any- 
more because they would be met with ridicule. 

Starting with Oct. 31. 1995. and until the end of 1996. 
the value of the dinar, measured against the German mark, 
rose by 10.3 per cent. It rose by 13.9 per cent compared to 
the Japanese yen. Since the beginning of this year, until 
last week, the value of the dinar rose by another 14. 1 per 
cent to the German mark and 4.1 per cent to the Japanese 


yen. Thus, the dinar had gained 25.8 per cent against the 
DM and 18.5 per cent against the JY in the last 23 months. 

As far as the dollar is concerned, the dinar maintained 
its exchange rate despite the sharp rise of the dollar 
against almost ail major currencies. This does not mean 
that the dinar has not actually overtaken the dollar. The 
interest rate on the dinar was five percentage points above 
the interest rate on the dollar, with the result that the 
depositor in dinars in the last two years is 10 per cent bet- 
ter off than die depositor in dollars for. an equivalent 
amount. 

Those who did not trust the dinar because they acted on 
groundless devaluation rumours rather than on facts and 
information lost around one fifth of their savings during a 
two-year period. This is a just and fair penalty, well 
deserved by some depositors who miscalculated and used 
bad judgement. 

So much for the past two years: but what about the com- 
ing two years? Is there any assurance that do devaluation 
of the dinar would take place? Should one cut his losses 
and switch back to the dinar or stick with a foreign cur- 
rency? In other words, is the Central Bank and the 
Jordanian economy in a position to maintain the strength 


of the dinar? It would be less convincing to answer sim- 
ply yes or no. Instead, one should examine the trends of 
the monetary, fiscal and foreign trade performance and 
then make an informed judgement based on solid facts. 

In the monetary field, we notice that the net official 
reserve of foreign exchange in the Central Bank of Jordan 
tripled to reach around $1.4 billion. In the fiscal field, the 
budget is posting a cash surplus used to reduce domestic 
public debt which represents accumulated deficit of the 
previous years. 

In the field of foreign trade, a rise in national exports, 
accompanied by a drop in foreign imports, can be 
observed, which narrows trade deficit The current 
account of the balance of payments shows a constant 
reduction in deficit and is getting closer and closer to the 
target of self-sufficiency. 

All economic indicators are giving positive readings. 
Monetary, fiscal and trade indicators are healthy. These 
are facts based on figures and actual performance. They 
are not wishful thinking. It is surprising, therefore, that the 
draft of the so-called '‘programme for national salvation” 
has asked for an altering of the current economic policies 
which led to these excellent results. 


U.S. ‘wait and see’ pose could spell disaster for the Mideast 


By Flora Lewis 


PARIS — At least Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright 
didn’t pretend she saw some 
glimmer of promise for 
peace in the current Middle 
East situation. ‘If I can 
make a difference, I will be 
there,” she said. 

“If there is not enough 
happening for me to make a 
difference.” she said, she 
would turn her efforts and 
time to other urgent issues. 

It is honest as far as it 
goes. But it is not enough. 
Things do not stand still in 
that distressed region. They 
deteriorate if there is no 
push for a solution, and it is 
clear that none of the parties 
involved is now able or 
willing to push in the right 
directions. 

That means the push has 
to come from outside, 
which can only mean the 
United States. The United 
States cannot just stand 
aside and wait for the lower- 
ing storm to pass, or it will 


have to deal with worse 
trouble than Mrs. Albright 
encountered. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu of Israel is right 
about one thin g. The Oslo 
formula has run its course, 
and it hasn’t worked. It was 
based on the supposition 
that taking one conciliatory 
step at a time over a period 
of five years would gradual- 
ly build enough confidence 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians to allow them 
to tackle a definitive settle- 
ment 

There is less confidence 
now than at the start 
Former Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres, clearly heart- 
sick at the loss of hope but 
trying to restrain his criti- 
cism of Israel's government 
from abroad, in Paris this 
week spoke of what he con- 
sidered Mr. Netanyahu’s 
major error. 

“He is trying to make 
Arafat an agent" of Israel, 
he said. “You can’t give him 
orders.” This refers to the 


specific list of measures to 
repress terrorists that the 
Israeli government demands 
from the Palestinian 
National Authority as the 
condition for moving on 
with negotiations, with no 
quid pro quo except “then 
we’ll talk.” 

Meanwhile, Mr. 

Netanyahu is moving step 
by step to confirm 
Palestinian suspicions that 
the talks will not bring them 
the state they seek. New set- 
tlements, house demoli- 


tions, economic sanctions 
including die withholding 
of tax money that belongs to 
the Palestinians but wascol- 
lected by Israelis — all this 
reinforces the view that 
Israel is determined to dom- 
inate indefinitely, that no 
compromise can be expect- 
ed. 

The Israeli prime minister 
is concerned abour his own 
fundamentalists and hard 
right wing, on whose sup- 


port his government relies. 
Israeli society has never 


been so deeply and bitterly 
divided, but he ignores the 
major opposition. He seems 
confident that he can count 
on the United States no mat- 
ter what, so long as he can 
put the blame .on Yasser 
Arafat Washington may 
blink, mutter disapproval of 
some measures as Mrs. 
Albright did. but he 
responds with polemics. 

So it is time for 
Washington to show where 
it expects the “peace 
process” to lead. The defin- 
itive negotiations were for- 
mally opened on schedule 
last year, and then forgotten. 
Mr. Netanyahu has pro- 
posed moving on with them. 
Fine, but what Yitzhak 
Rabin and Mr. Peres well 
knew but considered 
impolitic to admit should 
now be said openly: The 
talks will be about the terms 
and conditions for the 
Palestinian state, but they 
will bring a state. 

Washington should now 
announce what it also 


Cartoonists find being funny can be deadly serious 


Cartoons can be powerful images, with 
the ability to evoke laughter, anger or 
sadness. But they can also ridicule and 
enrage politicians — and put their cre- 
ators at risks 


By Sharon Gerein 


CANTERBURY. England 
— For his cartoon suggest- 
ing that President Robert 
Mugabe might be the next 
leader to follow Mobutu 
Sese Seko into exile, Tony 
Namate has been attacked 
as “treasonable, infuriating 
and unacceptable” and 
threatened with legal 
action by the Zimbabwe 
government. 

Namate is not alone. 
Every year, cartoonists 
around the world are mur- 
dered, assaulted, jailed, 
fired and banned. When it 
comes to cartoons, govern- 
ments often fail to see the 
joke. 

Last year. Croatia made it 
a criminal offence to 
satirise public officials. 
Egypt has similar legisla- 
tion. Cambodian newspa- 
pers have been instructed 
not to use cartoon animal 
figures to depict members 
of the government. In 
Singapore, the prime min- 
ister has threatened car- 
toonists. 

Khalil Abu Arafeh is in a 
double-bind: he faces cen- 
sorship from two govern- 
ments. He says the Israeli 
censors refuse permission 
for cartoons about Israeli 
soldiers, settlers, fanatic 
Jews or anything that 
might be construed as 
incitement against Israel; 
and the Palestinian 
National Authority will not 
allow him to draw Yasser 
Arafat or any member of 
the authority: “They con- 
sider these drawings an 
insult.” 

The late Greek journalist 
Helen Vlachos once said 
that a good test for a 
healthy democracy is the 
presence of a large number 
of cartoonists. 

But even within a healthy 
democracy cartoons can 
sometimes prove too pow- 
erful or be taken too seri- 
ously. In 1992, a Japanese 


politician committed sui- 
cide after a cartoon poked 
fun at the Kaze (wind) 
political party. The car- 
toonist simply omitted one 
stroke from the character 
for Kaze and tbe image 
took on a new meaning — 
shirami, meaning lice. Tbe 
politician for the Kaze 
party was outraged and 
went to the magazine’s 


because “sometimes we 
can make things worse for 
the cartoonists.” 

Rob Edwards, director of 
the Centre for the Study of 
Cartoons and Caricature at 
the University of Kent in 
Canterbury, England, 
believes that trouble is 
built into the cartoonist's 
job. 

“In dictatorial regimes 
and totalitarian societies, 
cartoonists are seen as the 
opposition,” he says. “And 
if they aren’t the opposi- 
tion. then the cartoonist 
isn’t doing his job.”' 

One famous critic was 
German fascist dictator 
Adolf Hitler, who put 
British cartoonist David 


the popular American car- 
toons, The Simpsons and 
Beavis and Butthead. as 
examples. 

“They really take the 
mickey out of middle 
America,” he points ouL 
“But deep down most car- 
toonists are trying to be 
serious." 

Nevertheless, he believes 
the role of the cartoon is 
changing: “Cartoons have 
to compete with the visual 
pollution of ads. blaring 
headlines, and colour. A 
cartoon can get lost in the 
clutter. 

“And now with the 
Internet and animated 
video, cartoons are going 
to have to move along with 




tLamarf Chawfd of Algeria's 
La Tribune felted 


9 Hong Song-dam, of South 
Korea imprisoned tor seven 
I years 


iSv AN Matouah forced 
underground after attempts 
on Ns life in Algeria _j 


9 BSanouchehr Karimzadeh 
of Iran sentenced to 
1 0-years jail for Khomeini- 
as-a-footbaBer cartoon 


i Guarrovf Brahkn of B 
Moudjahid in Algeria 
Kidnapped and murdered 


9 Oleg Schwarzburg of 
{ Israel attested 


i Cristian (Nik) Dzwonik crt 
Argentina abducted and 
beaten * 


9 Predrag (Corax) KoraksJc 
I of Serbia charged 


• Tony Namate of Zimbabwe 
threatened with legal action 
by the government 


• AsafKogak of Turkey 

I kilted, Ertan Aydin and 
Ahmet Erkanli jailed 


Bahaa al Boukhariof 
Palestine threatened 


offices to protest. During 
meeting with magazine 
executives he shot himself 
in the head. 

Cartoonists in many 
countries walk a narrow 
tightrope, according to 
Mark Nesbitt, a British 
cartoonist who helps main- 
tain a Website about cen- 
sored cartoons for Index on 
Censorship, a London- 
based organisation which 
campaigns for freedom of 
information around the 
world. 

He says it is difficult not 
only to get information 
about censored cartoons 
and cartoonists, but also to 
decide whether or not to 
publicise their harassment. 


Low on his death list dur- 
ing World War II. 

“Cartoonists were ranked 
as degenerate artists and 
supreme enemies of the 
state by the Nazis,” recalls 
Edwards. “Hitler wanted to 
line up British cartoonists 
like Low and Vicky and 
shoot them.” 

Edwards points out that 
cartoonists have to look 
upon their country and 
political system with a 
jaundiced eye: “You can’t 
be from the Establishment 
but you have to be hip and 
sensitive to what is going 
on in popular culture. 
Above all you have to 
make people think.’* 

He offers the creators of 


technology. I think that if 
they just stick with news- 
papers. cartoons will sink 
without a trace." 

Edwards is himself a car- 
icaturist who once worked 
for the World Health. 

Organisation (WHO). 

“We used cartoons on 
posters to communicate in 
the developing world, 

where language and illiter- 
acy can be communication 
barriers," he notes. 

“Cartoons aren't always 

funny. Humour can be an 
effective way to get the 
message across, but it's not 
always necessary.” 


knows but finds hard to say 
for its own political reasons. 
It will recognise the 
Palestinian state as soon as 
acceptable terms are 
defined. That will help Mr. 
Arafat regain the leadership 
authority he needs to oppose 
terrorism. 

It will help Egypt's Hosni 
Mubarak and King Hussein 
to argue for peace. 

It will bring a rage of 
protest, from Mr. 
Netanyahu and his con- 
stituency and from part of 
the American Jewish com- 
munity. That has to be 
faced. American Jews are 
also divided, a small minor- 
ity dedicated to peace as fast 
as possible; another minori- 
ty — very well oiganised, 
vocal and skilled in the uses 
of political contributions — 
against any risks or conces- 
sions for peace, and an 
uneasy, uncertain majority, 
as in Israel. 

The political art has to be 
in finding the way to give 
voice and heart to that 


majority. It would take a 
real act of courage fiom 
President Bill Clinton, and 
it would be a real act of 
statesmanship. It would 
show Mr. Netanyahu that he 
must please more than his 
right wing, that he does not 
have endless time at his dis- 
. posal to create new faits 
accomplis. 

Otherwise, there is no 
chance of breaking the 
impasse without a new, 
much greater shock. Given 
the forces involved and the 
complex relations, it is not 
likely to be another conven- 
tional war, though that can- 
not be ruled out in such a 
neighbourhood. It is likely 
to be distressingly violent 

For Washington to make a 
difference, it too must take a 
risk. It is far smaller than 
the risk of “just wait and see 
if something turns up.” That 
is the policy of Charles 
Dickens's Mr. Micawber. It 
nevei; got him anywhere. 


International Herald Tribune 


LETTERS 


Blood-boiling pictures 


To the Editor: 


MOST EVERYONE must have seen the television pictures 
and photos carried by the Arabic daily Al Ra’i in its Sept 22 
issue, showing two Israeli troops squeezing the bead of a 
Palestinian between them and two other Israeli soldiers hit- 
ting a Palestinian while be sat helplessly on the ground. 
How brave of the Israeli soldiers to overpower and beat up 
unarmed Palestinians! 

Such atrocious teatment should make the blood of not 
only the Palestinians but tbe whole world boil. How should 
tbe world expect the Palestinians to react to such inhumane 
and humiliating treatment? Can the international communi- 
ty expect anything but resentment, bitterness and haired 
against Israelis, which might well result into resorting to 
extreme acts by the Palestinians? 

It is all very well fix tbe Israeli soldiers to show their 
“bravery” when they are armed to die teeth. But I wonder 
bow “brave" they can be without their expensive and effec- 
tive weapons! Others will of course ponder the same ques- 
tion. 

Had the Palestinians, or any Arab for that matter, treated 
unarmed Israeli civilians in the same manner, the Ame rican 
and tbe European media, as well as the respected hon- 
ourable members of tbe U.S. Congress, would have raised 1 
hell against die Arabs — literally. 

On the other hand, it is indeed shameful for the Arabs to 
keep quiet about such humiliating and Nazi-like treatment 
of their Palestinian brethren. 


Pascal B. Karmy, 
Amman. 


We hold the trump 


To the Editor: 


TREAD Samer Bagaeen’s article “Righting a wrong kind of 
publicity” < Jonjan Times, Sept 25, 1997) and I agree with 
him totally. 

Yes. Jordan has many faces and all of them can be used to 
benefit the country. 

From personal experience, I can say that mingling wi* 
foreigners, showing them the hospitality for which we are 
famous, hosting them for a day or two perhaps and giving 
them a “taste ’ of our character can be a good thing for both 
and an enlightening experience for them. 

It happened with us and two families of foreigners who 
rented a house next to ours. We became friendly and Ican- 
not describe their experience when eating mansaf, throwing 
away die knife and the fork, or enjoing our delicious falafeL 

We have a lot to offer, as a country, renowned for its bis- 
tortcal and tourist places, and as a people, known for to 
kindness and hospitality. 

It is up to us to use these assets and project a beautifoi 
image of Jordan. 


Rula S flma in Naffa ? 


Gemini News Service 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and coraribuoo ns 
prom us readers on any issue rhey wish to tadde. LOW* 
intended for publication should contain the writers^ 
name and preferably address as well Names cafeft- 
withheld upon request but only under special 
stances. Letters are subject to editing and abridgihSTi 
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How good is your child’s school? Cooperation between EU, Arab countries 

By Richard Tanner Assessment: parents children's worth and want -L 7 

uner dadewtc * should ask how the students the best for them. Parents - - * , • r* 1 1 

ssMtsSi IHrirS FSSS'sS helps achieve peace, prosperity for all 

iren. It is natural that they ably samples gathered into a much i Kan <a tiia.'KM’ I ^ ^ 


'$&sa* 


MOST PARENTS want to 
know that their school is 
doing its best for their chil- 
dren. It is natural that they 
should talk among family, 
friends and neighbours, 
sharing experiences outside 
the school. If children are 
moving schools, transferring 
between junior and senior or 
migrating to a new district, 
parents may focus their 
enquiries beyond the school- 
gate gossip and pay a visit 
So how, in the absence of a 
Good Schools Guide, can 
one find out how suitable the 
new school is or. more 
importantly for most par- 
ents, how good the existing 
school is. 

I suggest there are six 
main areas to investigate: 
policy, building, staffing, 
assessment, parents and stu- 
dents. First, policy: the 
school should have docu- 
ments clear enough for all to 
understand what it is trying 
to do — the main school 
aims and their delivery. Par- 
ents should try to get copies 
of these before visiting or at 
least allow time to peruse 
them before they tour the 
school. 

Policies should include 
what is taught at each level 
and how it is taught and 
assessed — the delivery of 
the cuniculucL They should 
make reference to the other 
five areas, explaining how 
buildings are used safely, 
how staff are managed, how 
work is assessed, how par- 
ents are involved and what is 
expected of students. 

Parents should look, too, 
for statements about activi- 
ties. What music, drama, art. 
sports, clubs, shows, compe- 
titions and events, outside 
visits and other extramural 
opportunities are offered, to 
whom and at what cost? 
Finally, it should be checked 
if the school has reports 
from any outside inspectors. 

Armed with this back- 
ground information, one 
should be ready to tour the 
school. While open days, 
parents' evenings and simi- 
lar events show what a 
school can do, it is recom- 
mended to visit it on a “nor- 
mal" working day to see 
what it actually does. The 
rooms should be checked 
for size and the classes for 
the number of students. One 
should see how the desks are 
arranged, how the teachers 
interact with the students 
(and the visiting parent), and 
how didactic the teaching is. 

The resources should be 
checked. Is there a library 
with plenty 1 of newish books 
and magazines? If so. how is 
it used? Is there science and 
computers equipment and 
someone to look after it? 
Are there dictionaries and 
class libraries, globes and 
atlases, advanced materials 
for enrichment in each class- 
room or easily available 
from resource areas? 

What facilities are avail- . 
able for arts and sports, and ! 
how are they used? Are the I 
rooms and corridors alive 
with displays of children's 
work? Are they clean and 
tidy, especially the bath- 
rooms? Are there spaces 
outside for children to play, 
quiet areas for chats and 
study, and are they super- 
vised? As parents go around, 
they should note down ques- 
tions they want to ask the 
headteacher. 

Staffing: now the parents 
have reached his/her office, 
the headteacher should offer 
a list of the qualifications 
and experience of the school 
staff. It should be checked 
whether the staff are quali- 
fied in the areas they teach, 
trained and retrained to stay 
up-to- date in their work. 
One should want to ask 
about staff turnover — you 
want some but not too 
much. An average stay of 
the four to seven years is 
about right. 

Parents should check if 
any moved from promotion: 
a school with a sound staff 
development policy' is likely 
to benefit the child, as the 
teachers will be "on the 
ball." 

Ask about staff absences 
(the fewer the better) and 
about class size, which can 
be compared with what was 
already seen. Trying to be 
around at breaks or at the 
end of the school day is 
good; if all the staff leave as 
the final bell goes, that is 
bad news. 


Assessment: parents 

should ask how the students 
are assessed, whether mostly 
by tests and exams or if 
coursework counts, prefer- 
ably samples gathered into a 
portfolio. Ask if contribu- 
tions. both inside the class- 
room and out, count, and 
judge if the tenor is positive. 

Ask about the reporting 
system: how frequently are 
reports sent home; are they 
meaningful to individual stu- 
dents and to the parents; do 
they praise good work, and 
identify areas of concern; are 
the parents or students 
expected to contribute to 
them? 

If one is not satisfied with 
what one hears, it should be 
asked how the school mea- 
sures the progress of a single 
child in language or mathe- 
matics over several years. If 
the child is already in the 
school, parents can cross- 
check; does the child bring 
work home, is it marked reg- 
ularly with positive com- 
ments and suggestions for 
improvement? 

Ask ro see examination 
results and if possible, com- 
pare these with national for 
international) averages. It is 
less important to know that 
little Ahmad is 14th out of 
33 in his Arabic class than 
that he can use the present 
tense, read simple sentences, 
has a vocabulary of some 
500 words and that is just 
above normal for his age. 
Such objective assessment 
of each individual child is 
what the good school is aim- 
ing for. 

Parents: They wall have 
chatted to many in their 
neighbourhood and at the 
school gates to form an 
impression about how the 
school views them. 

Arranging parents' visit 
will have revealed how wel- 
coming the school is to par- 
ents. Now they will want to 
know how the school uses 
them. 

Parents are one of the 
school’s major resources. 
They know and respect their 


children's worth and want 
the best for them. Parents 
come in pairs, with around 
five children each, so they 
can focus on your children 
much better than a teacher 
with 25-35 in a class. 

Parents should ask if they 
are expected to help with 
and check homework, are 
contacted in cases of failure 
to learn or behave properly. 
They should find out if there 
is a parent support group 
raising funds, improving the 
resources, learning about 
curriculum changes and run- 
ning social activities. If not, 
they should ask how they 
can help set one up. 

Students: will have been 
seen in classrooms and corri- 
dors, in play areas at break 
time, so parents will have 
formed opinions about class 
size, behaviour and supervi- 
sion. Parents may have chat- 
ted with students on their 
tour, asking them about their 
work and how they feel 
about it. 

They should ask the head- 
teacher about absence levels, 
homework policies, school 
uniform and costs, bullying, 
religious and sex education. 
Parents want their children 
to be happy and motivated, 
bard- working and enthusias- 
tic, polite and considerate, 
ambitious and broad-think- 
ing. so if they find the stu- 
dents in tiie school Like that, 
they should hurry to sign up. 

If not. they should ask 
what they can do to help the 
headteacher improve mat- 
ters. The headteacher is one 
of the most significant per- 
sons in one's neighbour- 
hood; she/he will need help 
to maintain or improving the 
school. And it should be 
remembered that if the local 
school is a good one, it will 
benefit not only the children 
but also the community. 

The writer, an ex-principal 
of a British school . is now 
teaching at Amman Bac- 
calaureaie School He con- 
tributed the above article to 
the Jordan Tunes. . . 


Following is an abbreviated 
version of a paper on 
“ Security and Stability m 
the Mediterranean: An 

Arab View * prepared and 
presented by Dr. Moham- 
mad Masai ha, secretary 
general of the Lower House 
of Parliament and a politi- 
cal scientist professor at the 
University of Jordan, at the 
Halki International Semi- 
nar 1997, held on the Halki 
Island of Greece between 
Sept. 11 and 16. The annu- 
al Halki seminars are 
organised by the Hellenic 
Foundation for European 
Foreign Policy: 

EARLY NEXT century, the 
European Union wiJL, 
essentially, have to be con- 
cerned about two major 
neighbours: the Arabs and 
the Russians. It is therefore 
necessary that the EU set up 
its foreign policy agenda 
towards the mutual interests 
with these powers. 

Conflicts and confronta- 
tions in the southeastern 
Mediterranean region, com- 
prising the Arab World and 
Israel, have repercussions 
that are felt far beyond the 
shores of the Mediter- 
ranean. 

Today, the region faces 
the danger of tensions and 
wars that threaten stability 
and seriously undermine 
efforts to promote 
international peace and 
security. 

The situation in the Pales- 
tinian territories, south 
Lebanon and Cyprus under- 
lines the urgent need for 
action to resolve these 
problems in accordance 
with international law. 

Many Arab countries 
have emphasised that their 
security is closely interwo- 
ven with that of "the Euro- 
pean countries. Starting 
with the. i 990s.. more con- 


crete steps were taken 
towards promoting Euro- 
pean- Arab-Mediterranean 
dialogue at the levels of 
governments, parliaments, 
political parties and NGOs. 
Today, hundreds of meet- 
ings between the two sides 
are convened to explore 
ways of promoting cooper- 
ation in many areas, partic- 
ularly peace, democracy 
and economic links. 

The 1995 Barcelona Dec- 
laration stated in its pream- 
ble that “the two parties' 
joint initiative should be 
dedicated to the interests of 
peace, stability and devel- 
opment in their region...''; 
the participants expressed 
their conviction that these 
are common targets which 
they pledged to promote 
and strengthen by all means 
at their disposal. 

Highly appreciated in the 
Arab countries in general, 
the declaration identified 
means towards forging 
partnerships regarding: 

1. Using peaceful means 
to settle their disputes. 

2. Refraining from any 
direct or indirect interven- 
tion in the internal affairs of 
partners. 

3. Renouncing any form 
of or recourse to the threat 
or use of force against the 
territorial integrity of a 
partner. 

4. Strengthening coopera- 
tion in preventing and com- 
bating terrorism by ratify- 
ing and applying the 
international agreements 
they have signed. 

5. Fighting against the 
expansion and diversifica- 
tion of organised crime. 

6. Combating drug abuse 
and trafficking" problems in 
all their aspects. 

From an Arab standpoint, 
Jordan would stress that 
relations between the two 
sides should be guided and 


governed by the cardinal 
principles of sovereignty, 
equality, respect for human 
rights and fundamental 
freedoms. 

To achieve these com- 
mon. sacred goals of the 
Europe-Mediterranean 
partnership, Jordan’s poli- 
cies since 1989-1990 have 
been dedicated to achieving 
a swift democratic transi- 
tion. The Kingdom's parlia- 
mentary course was 
resumed, with new laws 
guaranteeing pluralism, 
freedom of the press and 
free general elections that 
promoted the political par- 
ticipation of all citizens and 
enhanced the values of 
human rights and the status 
of women in the country. 

As a member of Mediter- 
ranean group, Jordan pre- 
sented its conceptions on 
the need for peace and 
security-in the region based 
on the assumption that 
there should be genuine 
efforts to tackle the follow- 
ing regional problems: 1. 
The upsurge of ethnic, reli- 
gious and nationalist vio- 
lent movements in many 
Mediterranean countries. 

2. The constantly widen- 
ing economic and techno- 
logical gap between the 
northern and southern 
Mediterranean shores, lead- 
ing to extensive migration 
from southern to northern 
countries. 

3. The presence of hot- 
points in the region which 
give rise, in particular, to 
serious human rights viola- 
tions. 

4. The difficulties facing 
the Middle East peace 
process which permit the 
hardliners to wreck it 

Speaking to a visiting 
U.S. congressional delega- 
tion in Amman last August, 
His Majesty King Hussein 
stressed, that “the crisis that 


emeiged after the double 
suicide bombing should not 
to allow a minority from 
both sides to dictate its 
agenda and destroy the 
peace process." 

Jordan believes that it is 
equally important that all 
states of the Mediterranean 
abide by international laws 
and the charter and resolu- 
tions of the U.N. if tensions 
in the region are to be elim- 
inated and long-standing 
problems resolved in a way 
which is both just and 
viable. 

All problems in the region 
should be resolved fairly, 
and all states on the 
Mediterranean shores must 
adhere to the fundamental 
principle that they are equal 
with regard to their inde- 
pendence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity. 

Security and stability in 
this region are today threat- 
ened by wars of occupation, 
stalemate in the Arab- 
Israeli peace process, and 
the continuation of sanc- 
tions imposed on the 
Libyan and Iraqi peoples, 
which are a detriment to 
many countries in the 
region and to regional and 
Mediterranean cooperation 
in general. 

As for the question of 
comprehensive security in 
the southeastern Mediter- 
ranean region, the Euro- 
pean model is preferred. 
This model is based on 
avoiding future conflicts 
and disasters among neigh- 
bours who have a long 
shared history and geogra- 
phy and among peoples 
who have wasted much of 
their resources on arms 
build-up, at the expense of 
their development needs. 

The 1 1th Interparliamen- 
tary Conference in Malta, 
of November 1995, called 
for the' establishment of an 


association of Mediter- 
ranean states, comprising 
the governmental and par- 
liamentary branches, to 
advance and achieve a 
Mediterranean cooperation 
project — a vital factor to 
complement and reinforce 
the European Union 
process. 

The southern countries of 
the Mediterranean region 
emphasise that regional 
security and stability 
remain the prerequisites for 
sustainable development 
and for a balanced partner- 
ship between the two sides 
bf the basin. 

i There should be sincere 
efforts from the European 
side to help push forward 
the peace process between 
Israel and Syria and 
Lebanon, to help achieve a 
comprehensive peace based 
on Israeli withdrawal from 
Syrian and Lebanese terri- 
tories. 

This step would help 
bring about a just and last- 
ing peace in the Middle 
East, which is essential for 
security and stability in the 
region. 

The trend towards region- 
alism is becoming more 
effective, and the EU is 
called upon to achieve eco- 
nomic integration at the 
highest level in this region. 

Cooperation towards 
peace and security requires 
that rich countries partici- 
pate in the sustained devel- 
opment of the poor, south- 
ern countries. 

There is also need to cre- 
ate a regional system of 
security which would facil- 
itate mutual cooperation 
regarding the defence poli- 
cies and crisis management 
of the Mediterranean coun- 
tries. Finally, confidence- 
building measures can sig- 
nificantly increase security 
and stability in our region. 


Excavations reveal artistic , engineering features of Petra entrance 


reach the city; too narrow 
in places to allow three 
walking abreast 

Surely this is not the 
entrance to the desert oasis, 
the passage of caravans 
loaded with riches. 

Petra National Trust 

(PNT) president HRH 

Prince Ra’ad Bin Zeid, last 
week headed a group of 
officials on an inspection of 
the work being carried out 
to uncover and restore the 
original pavement of the 
Siq the way it looked to the 
visitor over 1,600 years 
ago. Work is being carried 
out by the PNT, in coopera- 
tion with the Department of 


Antiquities, with funding 
by the Jordanian-Swiss 
Bilateral Committee. 

The pavement, consisting 
of rectangular limestone, 
has been uncovered at the 
lower end of the Siq. 
Buried under a deposit of 
sandy erosion as deep as 
3.5 m in places, it provided 
a suitable road for the 
incoming caravans. 

Along the sides of the Siq 
two water channels were 
excavated, one for the every 
day use of water and one 
for drinking. The hydraulic 
system here revealed sever- 
al ingenious features, 
including faucets for clean- 


ing the street, fountains 
chiselled out of the living 
rock and basins for remov- 
ing silt from the water 
pipes. 

Carvings and niches in 
the rock walls were also 
revealed; they were part of 
several sacred installations, 
previously known but not 
excavated, that possibly 
served as places to make 
dedications to the major 
local deity, Dushara. 

Finally, a sculpted group 
consisting of both in the 
round and relief compo- 
nents depicting four camels 
and the guides of a caravan 
was uncovered. This testi- 


By Brian Brown reach the city; too narrow Antiquities, with funding ing the street, fountains fies to the business that kept 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter in places to allow three by the Jordanian- Swiss chiselled out of the living Petra booming. 

walking abreast Bilateral Committee. rock and basins for remov- In addition to uncovering 

PETRA. THE ruined Surely this is not the The pavement consisting ing silt from the water and restoring the Siq pave- 
Nabataean/Roman city that entrance to the desert oasis, of rectangular limestone. pipes. ment, long-term project 

controlled the trade routes the passage of caravans has been uncovered at the Carvings and niches in goals of the project include 
leading from the Far East to loaded with riches. lower end of the Siq. the rock walls were also restoring the flanking 

the Mediterranean, was a Petra National Trust Buried under a deposit of revealed; they were part of hydraulic system, protect- 

city of such wealth that it (PNT) president, HRH sandy erosion as deep as several sacred installations, ing the Siq from flash 

supported no fewer than Prince Ra’ad Bin Zeid, last 3.5 m in places, it provided previously known but not floods, restoring the sur- 

30,000 citizens at its height. week headed a group of a suitable road for the excavated, that possibly rounding Nabataean gar- 

tbe metropolis of "the officials on an inspection of incoming caravans. served as places to make dens and harvesting water 

Roman province of Arabia. the work being carried out Along the sides of the Siq dedications to the major for use in the Petra area. 

To reach this extinct city to uncover and restore the two water channels were local deity, Dushara. The 12-month. JD 

visitors need firsL to go original pavement of the excavated, one for the every Finally, a sculpted group 470,000 project began on 

through the Siq. a natural Siq the way it looked to the day use of water and one consisting of both in the July 22 and is being con- 

rift in the sandstone hills visitor over 1,600 years for drinking. The hydraulic round and relief compo- ducted in accordance with 

surrounding it. It is a sandy ago. Work is being carried system here revealed sever- nents depicting four camels an agreement signed by the 

little path" that exhausts out by the PNT, in coopera- al ingenious features, and the guides of a caravan PNT and the Jordanian- 

them before they even tion with the Department of including faucets for clean- was uncovered. This testi- Swiss Bilateral Committee. 

It is execured 
by the PNT in 
coordination 
with the 
Department of 
Antiquities, 
the Petra 
Regional 
Council 
(PRC), and 
“Joint Ven- 
ture," which 
groups Middle 
East Engineer- 
ing Manage- 
ment, a Jor- 
danian firm, 
and Intermon- 
ument a Swiss 
restoration 
firm. 

In addition 
to the archaeo- 
logical exper- 
tise required, 
engineering 
skills are being 
employed to 
remove the 
amount of fill 
that has accu- 
mulated over 
the centuries. 
This has 
allowed the 
excavation of 
over 11,000 
cubic metres 
of earth to 
date. 

This is the 
most recent 
project the 
PNT has 
undertaken for 
the preserva- 
tion and pro- 
motion of 
Petra, a regis- 

The major group of figures revealed during the Siq excavations depicts the lower part of the body of a guide and the front paws tered 
of a camel he is leading (photo courtesy of PNT) UNESCO 



World Heritage Site. 

The PNT was established 
in 1989 as a non-govern- 
mental organisation to 
bring together interested 
parties, both local and for- 
eign, to safeguard the frag- 
ile nature of Petra's unique 
heritage, increase the 
tourist appeal of the site 
and coordinate scholarly 
efforts to study the archae- 
ology and history of this 
underdeveloped site. 

Since its establishment, 
the PNT has been involved 
in projects such as the 
financial support of die 
excavation of prehistoric 
kilns near Wadi Mousa. 
study of the biodiversity of 
the region, an extensive 
study of the hydraulic sys- 
tems flanking the Siq, and 
renovation of old Nazzal's 
Camp for visiting archaeol- 
ogists. 

Prince Ra'ad bin Zeid 
was accompanied on the 
tour of the site by PNT 
board members, Petra 
Regional Council (PRC) 
Director Kamel Mahadine 
and his assistant Suleiman 


Farajat, Khairiyeh Amr 
from the Department of 
Antiquities, and Bilateral 
Committee members 
including Swiss Ambas- 
sador G £ Pedotti and Min- 
istry of Finance official 
Mahmoud Maher. 

During a subsequent 
meeting with Dr. Maha- 
dine, Prince Ra’ad said 
meeting the needs of Petra, 
an archaeological site, and 
the neighbouring urban 
centre of Wadi Mousa pre- 
sent difficulties, and a bal- 
ance must be struck to sat- 
isfy the requirements of 
both. 

Prince Ra’ad acknowl- 
edged the role that Dr. 
Mahadine and his team 
were playing in Petra, say- 
ing the new improvements 
were visible. 

The situation presents 
challenges that will require 
change, he added, urging 
that the necessary steps be 
taken to meet them. 

Dr. Mahadine praised the 
shared roles between the 
government and the PNT in 
die preservation of Petra. 
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Jordan, Iraq agree to expand trade 


BAGHDAD (JT.) — The 
Amman Chamber of 
Industry (ACI) and the 
Iraqi chambers of trade 
ana industry have agreed 
on increasing the volume 
of goods exchanged 
between Iraq and Jordan 
and on paving the way 
for increased bilateral 
cooperation in industrial, 
commercial and invest- 
ment fields. 

The announcement was 
made Saturday at the end 
of talks with Iraqi offi- 
cials and the conclusion 
of a visit to Iraq by a del- 
egation representing the 
ACI. led by President 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan. 

According to the 
announcement released 
Saturday, “exchanges of 
visits by Iraqi and Jordan- 
ian businessmen have 
contributed towards 
boosting economic and 
trade relations between 
the two sides." 


The announcement 
noted that the two sides 
underlined the need for 
coordinating Jordanian 
and Iraqi stands at confer- 
ences organised by Arab 
countries and those at the 
international level and 
emphasised the need for 
cooperation between the 
two countries to meet the 
challenges from major 
world "economic blocs 
and to meet the require- 
ments of the World Trade 
Organisation and the 
ISO- 9000 standards. 

The statement said that 
Jordanian and Iraqi busi- 
nessmen and officials 
reviewed scopes of coop- 
eration in investment pro- 
jects, and that the Jorda- 
nians urged the Iraqi mer- 
chants to import then- 
goods via the Port of 
Aqaba and through the 
Kingdom's free trade 
zones. 

The announcement 


voiced Jordan's apprecia- 
tion of Iraq’s decision to 
import from Jordan part 
of its food and medicine 
under the U.N.-Iraq food- 
for-oil deal and stressed 
that the Jordanian side 
will continue to supply 
the required high-quality 
food and medicine at 
competitive prices 

Earlier this month, Iraq 
announced that it has con- 
cluded contracts with 35 
Jordanian industrial insti- 
tutions to purchase goods 
worth more than $83 mil- 
lion within the frame- 
work of the UJN.-Iraq oil- 
for-food deal which 
allows Baghdad to sell up 
to $2 billion million 
worth of oil every six 
months to buy food and 
medicine. 

The announcement, 
which followed the talks 


figures 


World Bank: China stands to gain 
billions from WTO membership 


HONG KONG (AFP) 
— China's entry to the 
World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO) is “impera- 
tive" for its own welfare 
and that of the rest of 
the globe, the World 
Bank has said. 

Bank officials, launch- 
ing a long-term study of 
China's prospects, said 
membership of the glob- 
al trade body would 
reap billions of dollars 
in extra trade for the 
country and even more 
for the rest of the world. 

But negotiations on its 
accession, which have 
dragged on for years, 
appear to be making the 
hurdles ever higher, said 
a senior official at the 
launch of the report 
“China 2020: Develop- 
ment Challenges in the 
New Century. 

“After watching nego- 
tiations there is a ten- 
dency to think that these 
rules are fairly tough," 
said Nicholas Hope, the 
bank’s former director 
for China and Mongo- 
lia. 

There was a percep- 
tion that "the barrier 
seems to change — 
once you clear the hur- 
dle, they seem to raise it 
to a new height," he 
said, adding that this 
was probably to be 
expected since “every 
country wants the best 
possible deal when 
China enters the WTO." 

The World Bank 


believed it was better to 
have China inside the 
WTO than outside. Mr. 
Hope told a news con- 
ference. 

“As long as China is 
outside anything can 
happen — trade wars 
could break out on a 
bilateral or regional 
basis ... there will” need 
to be fine tuning but 
some of that can be 
done afterwards,” he 
said. 

Yukon Huang, World 
Bank director ror China, 
said the setting of barri- 
ers for membership 
were a matter for the 
negotiations. 

But he stressed that 
providing greater access 
to the finance sector in 
China and allowing its 
enterprises to import 
and export with fewer 
restictions were issues 
“China needs to address 
quite seriously.” 

The World Bank 
report said China stood 
to gain $116 billion a 
year in total trade by 
2005 if its offered tariff 
cuts to join the WTO 
were implemented and 
industrial countries in 
turn abolished quotas 
under the Multi-Fibre 
Arrangement, which 
seeks to liberalise trade 
in textiles. 

The benefits to the rest 
of the world could be 
“twice as great" as those 
reaped by China, the 
report said. 


“Provided markets 
remain open, China’s 
rapid integration with 
the world economy will 
have differing, but 
mostly favourable, 
effects on the world," 
the World Bank said. 

Industrialised coun- 
tries would benefit from 
China’s rising demand 
for capital- and knowl- 
edge-intensive manu-' 
factured goods and sig- 
nificant gains in terms 
of trade. 

Only labour-intensive 
industries would face a 
squeeze, the report said, 
adding that much of that 
structural change had 
already occurred! 

Among developing 
nations, the effects 
would depend on how 
much they traded direct- 
ly with China and how 
much they competed 
with it in third markets. 

“Countries that trade 
heavily with China, 
such as Korea, will gain 
significantly," the 
World Bank said. 

“Low- and middle- 
income countries that 
are close competitors 
with China, such as 
India and Indonesia, 
will experience some 
term s-of- trade losses, 
but their total trade will 
keep growing and per- 
haps their world market 
share of labour-inten- 
sive manufactures as 
well," the world body 
concluded. 


amounts of food and 
medicine which Jordan 
intends to sell to Iraq. 

According to a trade 
protocol concluded in 
Baghdad last January, 
Jordan will export to Iraq 
$225 million worth of 
products in 1997 in 
exchange for oil imports. 
The amount is more than 
the $200 million in 1996 . 

The recently concluded 
$83 million contracts do 
not fall within the frame- 
work of the trade protocol 
but rather under the U.N.- 
Iraq food-for-oil deal. 

The Jordanian delega- 
tion met with the Iraqi 
ministers of industry, 
mineral, health, trade, 
finance , transport, oil and 
agriculture, and held 
talks with Iraqi business- 
men and merchants to 
discuss trade and invest- 
ment projects. 

Kuwait 
had budget 
surplus in 
1996/97 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait 
recorded a budget surplus in 
the fiscal year which ended 
in June compared with a 
paijected net deficit of 1 21 
billion dinars ($3.99 bil- 
lion). the central bank gov- 
ernor was quoted assaying. 

Sheikh Salem Abdul Aziz 
A1 Sabah told the official 
Kuwait News Agency that 
early budget estimates 
showed the OPEC member 
recording a surplus in the 
4.21 billion dinar 1996/97 
budget — the first since 
Kuwait was freed from a 
seven-month Iraqi occupa- 
tion in 1991. 

He did not disclose the 
size of the surplus, which 
was achieved mainly due to 
a rise in world oil prices 
during the last fiscal year. 
Kuwait calculates oil rev- 
enue at a conservative $ 13 a 
barrel for an output of about 
two million barrels per day. 

Kuwaiti crudes were trad- 
ed at an average $19.42 a 
barrel in the first quarter of 
1997 and $17.29 in the sec- 
ond quarter, according to 
calculations by the National 
Bank of Kuwait 

OPEC said earlier tins 
month that members’ oil 
export revenue jumped by 
$28.6 billion in 1996 to 
$161 billion due do higher 
oil prices. 


UNCTAD: Aid needed 
for countries lagging 
in development 


DHAKA (AFP) — The 
international community 
needs to take urgent 
action to help the world’s 
least developed countries 
(LDCs) catch up on lag- 
ging economic and 
social development, a 
- U.N. agency has said. 

And it warned in its 
report launched for the 
first time outside Geneva 
that more than a third of 
all such least developed 
countries had descended 
into civil chaos since 
1980. 

“Urgent action by the 
international co mmuni ty 
to help least developed 
countries tackle the 
widespread problems of 
economic and social 
regress, state failure and 
internal conflicts in 
LDCs should be a priori- 
ty,” the United Nations 
Conference on Trade 
and Development 

(UNCTAD) said m its 
1997 annual report on 
LDCs. 

A significant number 
of least developed coun- 
tries had lagged serious- 
ly behind in develop- 
ment over the past 
decade, the U.N. agency 
said. 

“The potential human 
and economic costs of 
regress are enormous, 
and are not confined to 
the regressed economies 
themselves,” it said. 

What was needed was 
the “investment of sub- 
stantial resources by the 
international community 
to strengthen institutions 
and state structures in 
LDCs, support peace- 
keeping. provide human- 
itarian assistance and 
rebuild war-tom 

economies, the report 
said. 

“Their economies have 
declined, social condi- 
tions have worsened 
markedly, and they have 
become increasingly 
marginalised from the 
mainstream of the world 
economy,” UNCTAD 


indicated. 

“In the worst cases of 
regress, the entire state 
apparatus has disinte- 
grated amid civil strife,” 
it said, such as in Burun- 
di, Rwanda and Congo in 
the Great Lakes region 
of Africa. 

“Over one-third of the 
countries in the LDC 
group have experienced 
some form or violent 
civil strife since 1980, 
with high — predomi- 
nantly civilian — mor- 
tality, the displacement 
of large numbers of peo- 
ple from their homes and 
livelihoods, and the 
destruction of infrastruc- 
ture and productive 
assets," the report added. 

The report stressed the 
international community 
could neither afford to 
ignore such problems 
nor could it delay effec- 
tive action. 

“The experience of 
several LDCs, such as 
Uganda, has demonstrat- 
ed that peace can be 
restored and that 

economies and state 
structures can be rebuilt, 
even after prolonged and 
devastating civil war," it 
said. 

The international com- 
munity had a role to play 
in providing support 
for building and 

strengthening institu- 
tions, UNCTAD Secre- 
tary General Rubens 
Ricupero said launching 
the report. 

“Where institutional 
deterioration is not too 
advanced, external assis- 
tance can help to prevent 
state collapse in LDCs,” 
the UNCTAD said. 

In countries tom by 
internal conflicts, the 
regional and 

international communip' 
could play a “vital role in 
brokering peace and sup- 
porting the reconstruc- 
tion of social and eco- 
nomic structures neces- 
sary for development." 


Iraq may set up 
duty-free zone 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq may create a duty-free zone in 
the southern province of Basra, the official INA news 
agency quoted a senior customs official as saying.Tbe 
duty-free zone, the country’s first would be based in Khor 
Azzubair on the Gulf, INA said. “The general customs body 
and the ports office have begun feasibility studies,” Hamid 
Shukr Mahmud, the director general of Iraqi customs, said, 
according to INA. Iraq wants to make the zone a centre for 
foreign trade, INA said. 


THE Daily Crossword 


Peanuts 


ACROSS 
1 Reserve 
5 Ore line 
9 Light wood 

14 Willing partner 

15 — homo! 

16 Historian Durant 

17 Harvest 

1 8 Blackthorn 

19 Alarm 

20 Spasmodically 

23 No longer 
working: abbr. 

24 Gymnast’s goal 

25 Necessitate 
29 Mature 

31 Oklahoma city 

35 Something to 
rule? 

36 Israeli 
statesman 

37 Vexation 

38 Immediately 

42 Plumber's joint 

43 Concerning 

44 Gentry 

45 Touts tout them 

47 Zoo doc 

48 Deer feature 

49 Author Levin 

51 Media watchdog 

52 Rarely 

61 Lowly workers 

62 “Oz" man 

63 Shelter on a 
slope 

64 Group of three 

65 Sommer, of film 

66 Campus ml gp. 

67 Detection 
device 

68 Youth 

69 — majesty 

DOWN 

1 Stinging remark 

2 Heed 

3 Norwegian saint 

4 MStary cap 
SSNp 

6 Conspicuous 
success 

7 Sacred symbol 

8 Require 

9 Moistens 
turkey 

10 Esoteric 

11 Dissembler 


I 1 I 1 I 1 l l ~M |i I In » Ini In In In 


[25 ]2fi 127 128 




I imagine they’re 
still out there, 
somewhere, wal kmc 
andwalKinq,tryin<: 
to find their brothe’ 
Spike inthe desert. 
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by Philip J. Anderson 


12 Spanish painter 

13 Contents of 
tankards 

21 Banal 

22 Office worker, 
for short 

25 Poetry Muse 

26 Well-known 

27 Lugged 

28 Bat wood 

29 Scrub, in a way 

30 Yawn 

32 Nothing 

33 Seething 

34 Dissuade 
36 Sea eagle 

39 Couch 

40 Duel 

41 Super-model 
Carol 

46 Kind of day 
48 Insight 

50 Part of a stair 

51 Windfall 

52 Chooses 

53 Pianist Peter 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 


54 Invent 

55 Help with a 
heist 


57 Clayey deposit 

58 Reed 

59 Scraps 


56 Cotton quantity 60 Pleasant 



HOROSCOPE 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: 

(March 21 to April 19) Be a little cautious today, especially if 
money’s involved. A gamble may pay off better for the Ottetper 
son than it does for you. Make inquiries of a distant triad this 
afternoon. You’ll leant more in five minutes of conversation than 
you would in a year of research. 

TAURUS: 

(April 20 to May 20) You’re only halfway there, but it’s a grear 
improvement A partner who loves you is sending you energy. 
The job that once seemed daunting is starting to look double. If 
the two of you make a choice, the others will fall in line. It’s just 
a matter of regaining control. 

GEMINI: 

tMay 21 to June 21 1 You’re still strong, but now you have to deal 
with reality- There's work to be done, and it’s Friday! Bettecget- 
imo high gear, and quickly. A co-worker may offer to cover for 
you, but beware. That service could cost you more than yon can 
afford. 

MOON CHILDREN: 

(June 22 to July 21) This is much better. The conflict you’ve jost 
been through has taught you a lot You’re still assimilating some 
of the lessons. Relax in the arms of a loved one tonight and count 
your accomplishments- Making it through that larest predicament 
isoneofthem. 


(July 22 to August 21) Take care of a mess at home tins afternoon 
so you can go out later tonight. Your friends are in a partying 
frame of mind. All sorts of unexpected things might happen, too. 
Thar's OK. You’re up for an adventure. Address a roommate's 
concerns first, or there’ll be trouble. . _ 

VIRGO: 

(.August 22 to September 22) The worst is really past by now. 
You've learned a valuable lesson, hopefully not the hard way, 
Relax and let it soak in. You’ll get badly needed support ftthn a 
loved one. This not only helps you understand, but also repleth 
isbes your enthusiasm. Let it in. 

LIBRA: 

(September 23 to October 22) Conditions have changed, but 
you're still in control of most things in your life. Take care or 
your money could get away from you. Don't let a loved one talk 
you into buying something you don't need Compromise, and get 
something useful for the house instead 

SCORPIO. 

(October 23 to November 21) This is more like it! A wave of 
good feelings comes over you this morning. Love and be loved 
This afternoon could be irritating, however. Something at home 
won't work. Instead of worrying about it. go buy a new one. 
You'll find foe money you need in a surprising way. 

^AGrTTARlUS; 

(November 22 to December 2 1 ) Did you forget to do something 
you promised — something that's due this afternoon? Better 
check through that stack of papers on your desk, just to make 
;sure.;Ifyonr new skills aren’t enough to handle a difficult task, 
bring in an expert. That’s not cheating. 

CAPRICORN: 

(December 22 to January 20) You’re luckier today, but there are 
still things to watch out for. Confer with a friend about your next 
course of action. Things are moving pretty quickly, but you lave 
enough time for this meeting. Make sure it's in private. Today, 
the walls have ears. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Your fortunes seem to 
have taken a turn for the worse. Actually, it’s just that you don’t 
have as much control as you'd like. This won't stop you. but it 
could slow you down. Thai’s OK. Think about the practical cot- 1 
sequences of your impending behaviour before you act. 

PISCES: 

(February 20 to- March 20) You’re much more confident today.. 
A loved one lends support, and you're learning fasL Venture far- 
ther than before. It doesn't matter if you don't know it all, Your 
faith and love will guide you. Also, listen to an older person's 
slightly confrontational advice tonight 



“My mom said if I was a good boy, 

I could get a baby brother. I've been 
good for 40 years and I’m still waiting.* 
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Jordan limes, Sunday, September 28, 1997 



Ministry of Transport completes study 
on Zarqa-Amman-Sweileh railway 

ACCORDING TO Bassam Saket, addition to carrying out parallel com- 

%/TiniCfYV rtf - .J . ° P . 


** ACCORDING TO Bassam Saket, 
the Ministry of Transport has formu- 
lated plans to raise the level of public 
nansdon services through restructur- 
ing. The plans aim to create a modem 
system to transport passengers within 
and between various cities, he said. 

The transport minister announced 
that the ministry has completed a 
technical and economic feasibility 
study to build a modem passenger 
railway between Zarqa-Amman- 
Sweileh to serye the densely populat- 
ed areas on this line. The railway will 
serve as the first nucleus for a modem 

E ublic transport network as the study 
as shown the “good viability” of this 
project despite the low financial 
return. Dr. Saket indicated noting that 
the low return characterises public 
transport projects all over the world. 

The minister said a new perception 
is needed to achieve a suitable method 
to implement the railway project with- 
out putting additional financial bur- 
dens on the treasury. He added that 
the ministry was contacted by many 
parties and international companies 
which expressed interest to carry out 
the project. The implementation 
would be in the form of an investment 
by foreign and local private sectors in 


mercial projects to cover an expected 
financial gap. A major part of the cost 
will be secured from foreign grants 
and soft loans. 

The mmsport minister said the 
intention is to attract an international 
consultancy company to help the min- 
istry throughout all the stages of the 
project to provide the technical, finan- 
cial, economic and legal expertise up 
to the signing of the agreement witn 
the investors. The project was divided 
into the following; three stages: 

1. The new Zarqa-Zarqa-Raghdan 
car depot for a total 25.9 kilometres. 

2. Raghdan car depot-Amman Hall 
for a total 2.5 kilometres. 

3. Ra°hdan car depot - Sweileh for a 
total 1 3.3 kilometres. 

The railway will follow the old 
Hijaz railway route with some 


car depot. From there, the railway will 
branch into two sections: one will 
reach the Amman Hall at the Ras AJ 
‘Ain area, and the secdnd will cross 
downtown and stretch to the Abdali 
car depot. University of Jordan and 
then end at Sweileh (A1 Dustour). 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Koreans describe Jordan’s investment 
environment as ‘open and attractive’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Korean 
businessmen represent- 
ing 10 small and medi- 
um-size industries yes- 
terday described as 
promising and satisfac- 
tory their first day of 
bilateral contacts with 
Jordanian counterparts. 

The Korean business 
delegation, which 

arrived here Friday on 
the second leg of a 
Mideast tour which 
includes Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt, will focus on 
strengthening trade ties 
between the two coun- 
tries. but it will also 
explore investment and 
joint-venture opportuni- 
ties, delegation mem- 
bers said 

According to Seok- 
Goon Moon, member of 
the Kyonggi Provincial 
Council an3 head of the 
delegation, the geo- 
political similarities 
between Jordan and 
Korea provide fertile 
ground for boosting 
bilateral economic 
cooperation. 

Both countries are 
small in size and enjoy 
political stability though 
they are located in trou- 
bled areas. Mr. Moon 
pointed out, adding that 
Korean businessmen are 
“attracted by the King- 
dom’s favourable invest- 
ment climate.” 

Delegation members 
praised Jordan's invest- 


ment legislation and 
described the investment 
environment here as 
“open and attractive.” 
■"The main purpose of 
our mission here is to 
promote bilateral trade, 
and increase coopera- 
tion between the two 
countries, but we are 
also exploring invest- 
ment possibilities,” Mr. 
Moon said, addiog that 
Korean investors are 
interested in encourag- 
ing local production of 
goods that Korea could 


re-import. 

Highlighting the mutu- 
al benefits that could 
result from increased 
cooperation, the director 
of the International 
Cooperation Office of 
the Kyonggi Province. 
Hyung-Koo Lee noted 
that “Korea can provide 
know-how and Jordan 
qualified human 

resources.” 

“If Jordan can produce 
locally, it can boost its 
exports, and therefore 
expand its economy.” 
Mr. Lee added, pointing 
out that his country 
already re-imports 
Korean products manu- 
factured somewhere 
else. 

The three-day Korean 
mission, that is sched- 
uled to head for Cairo 
on Monday, was organ- 
ised by the Korea Trade 
Centre and includes 
businessmen and coun- 
cil members from the 
province of Kyonggi, an 



The Korean business delegation visiting Jordan 


economic and industrial 
centre surrounding the 
South Korean capital, 
Seoul. 

The visiting business- 
men represent industries 
operating in various sec- 
tors, ranging from sta- 
tionery and automotive 
parts to industrial dia- 
mond tools, water dis- 
pensers and automobile 
accessories. 

To many of them, “Jor- 
dan is a very important 
location to penetrate 
neighbouring countries, 
such as Iraq, Syria and 
Israel.” emphasised the 
coordinator of the Korea 


Trade Centre in Kyong- 
gi. Sae-Kwang Oh. 

Kwang-Soo Kim, 
assistant manager at 
Kong Hwa Co. Ltd, a 
specialised producer of 
automotive pans that 
supplies leading brands 
Hire Daewoo, Daihatsu. 
Hyundai and Kia. said 
he was considering an 
appH cation for exclusive 
dealership forwarded by 
one Jordanian firm. 

“We are very much 
interested,” Mr. Kim 
said, adding that 
“responses from both 
sides seem very posi- 
tive.” 
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Yousef Ali from Saif 
Electronic and Trading 
Est., a dealer in security 
systems, telephone 
exchanges and satellite 
receivers, who has been 
dealing with Korean 
firms for some years, 
said Korean products 
have great potential on 
the Jordanian market 
because of their good 
quality-cost rapport. 

Korean products quali- 
ty is improving fast, 
while prices are very 
competitive when com- 
pared to similar items 
from other Asian coun- 
tries, Mr. Ali said. 


Prince 

Faisal 

opens 

Expo 

‘97 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben A1 Hussein 
Saturday opened the 
Jordan Industries Expo 
97 at the Amman Inter- 
national Motor Show. 

Prince Faisal tonred 
the pavillions of the 
Expo and was acquaint- 
ed with the advanced 
level that the Jordanian 
industries have reached. 

Mohammad ZiyadaL 
the General Manager of 
the “Expo Jordan” which 
organised the exhibi- 
tion, said that SO partic- 
ipants representing Jor - 1 
dan's major industries 
took part in the exhibi- 
tion. 

“By organising such 
expos, we aim ar 
acquainting the citizens 
with our local products 
and the great develop- 
ment we have witnessed 
in the industrial field 
recently inspire of the 
scarcity of resources,” 
said Mr. Ziyadat. 

Attending the inaugu- 
ration were a number of 
Arab and foreign 
ambassadors to Jordan 
and other guests. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 81 0605-81 0609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 
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Women’s Basketball Championship 

Ahli seek to repeat win over 


Jazireh tonight 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Al Ahli meet 
ritleholders Al Jazireh 
tonight hoping to repeat 
their first round win and 
take second place in the 
Women's Basketball 
Championship which con- 
cludes Sept. 30. 

Al Ahli had scored a 69- 
45 win over Al Jazireh in 
the first round and are-, 
expected to repeat that 
tonight with their oppo- 1 
nent’s lineup abandoned by 
almost all of its veteran I 
players. 

Adding to the fact that the 
absence of many players 
has taken its toll, Al Jazireh 
have evidently not prepared 
seriously for the competi- 
tion resigning to the fact 
that they cannot win the 
title this year. 

While Al Jazireh have 
failed to win a single 
match. Al Ahli beat Al 
Jazireh and lost to Al 
Orthodox! 67-50 in the first 
round and again on Friday. 


Al Orthodoxi secured the 
title Friday after beating Al 
Ahli 82-60 enabling them 
to maintain their unbeaten 
record with one match to 
go against Al Jazireh 
Tuesday. 

Al Orthodoxi last won the 
title in 1 994 with Al Jazireh 
first and Al Ahli second in 
the past two seasons. 

Al Orthodoxi proved they 
were serious for the title 
after scoring an 89-36 win 
over Al Jazireh in the first 
round in a clear indication 
that the ritleholders would 
not be able to retain tbeir 
crown. 

The three competing 
teams are mostly made up 
of national team players 
who took pan in the Pan- 
Arab Games in July in 


addition to the younger 
players on the teams. 

Al Jazireh are missing 
most of tbeir original line- 
up for a host of personal 
reasons. 

The team is led by Rana 
Husseini and includes Hala 
Ghattas and a younger line- 
up in the surprising 
absence of Hala Muheisen, 
Tala Al Mauge, Rani a 
Dajani, Indeirah 

Qaseisieh,and Thmara 

Rhadra — all key national 
team players the last three 
of which also failed ro 
show up for the national 
teams matches at the Pan- 
Arab Games. ; 

Al Orthodoxi might seem 
to have the most coherent 
and prepared ! lineup this 
year after having played as 


juniors for the ‘past three 
seasons and gaining experi- 
ence from their national 
team matches. The players 
also had training matches 
in Syria recently. 

The team includes Hind 
Ghouri, Zina Farah, Luma 
Abu Judunu Hala Khalaf 
and Lubna Masri. 

Al Ahli have been train- 
ing under new coach Raffi 
Cholukyan after a 
makeover in the clubs bas- 
ketball management and 
the handing of the reigns to 
new officials hoping to 
bring back the club’s glori- 
ous basketball achieve- 
ments. 

The ream includes Sirsa 
Nagahway, Sirsa Abaza. 
Ruwa Hijazi, Zein Shasha’ 
and Tetyana Qardan. 
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World Cup qualifiers 

China, Qatar draw 


DOHA (AP) — Qatar and 
China played to a l-l draw 
in a second round Group a 
World Cup qualifier Friday. 

Qatar opened the scoring 
in the ninth minute when 
Nasser Kamil split the 
Chinese defence and slotted 
a righr-footed strike into the 
net. 

Qatar seemed to be an 
overall better team in the 
first half than the one that 
lost to Kuwait a week ago. 
but serious defencive lapses 
were an indicator of things 
to come. 

The Chinese seemed able 
to arrive at the Qatari goal 
at will with Qatari goal- 
keeper Yunis Ahmed bear- 
ing the brunt of the defen- 
cive errors. 

However, a vibrant mid- 
field and strike force 
allowed Qatar to prove they 
can be a dangerous team 
when concentrating on 


scoring. 

The Chinese came out 
attacking in the second half 
and Qatar, seemingly con- 
tent with their one goal 
lead, allowed them the 
space needed to mount one 
dangerous attack after 
another. 

Goalkeeper Ahmad inter- 
vened successfully at times 
and a strike that shook the 
right-hand post of his goal 
in the 53rd minute only 
meant that a Chinese goal 
was coming, it came in the 
68th minute when Qatar’s 
defence lagged far behind 
as a powerful Chinese shot 
from Hu Hai Dat shook the 
Qatari net. 

The Chinese, not content 
with a draw, kept coming 
forward, and Qatar was 
unable to match their enthu- 
siasm. 


Kaiserslautern 

i 

crash 3-1 at home 


BONN (AFP) — German League leaders Kaiserslautern 
crashed to their first defeat of the season on Saturday, los- 
ing 3-1 to mid-table Werder Bremen. 

But despite the setback, Otto Rehhagel's men hold a two- 
point lead over Bayern Munich, held 1-1 on Friday at the 
Olympic Stadium by UEFA Cup holders Scbalke 04. 

Promoted last season, Kaiserslautern, won won at 
Munich on the opening day, took the lead Saturday through 
Olaf Marschall on five minutes. But the visitors, formerly 
coached by Rehhagel, roared back with goals from Bruno 
Labbadia, once a championship-winner with the home 
side, before securing the points with late strikes from 
Havard Flo and Dieter Frey. 

Elsewhere, European champions Borussia Dortmund slid 
to a 3-2 home defeat against 1860 Munich to slip five 
places to 12thj ten points off the pace. 

Ghanaian Abedi Pele put the visitors ahead after 13 min- 
utes only for Stephane Chapuisat to equalise five minutes 
later. Bernhard Winkler then shocked the home fans with 
goals either side of the break before Matthias Sammer 
scored a consolation. 

MS V Duisburg meanwhile leapt into third spot, one point 
behind Bayern, with a 2-1 win at home to Anninia 
Bielefeld on Friday. 


Ali auction 
set next 
month 



LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Much of Muh amma d All’s 
historic boxing memorabil- 
ia will be auctioned off 
here next month, a move 
the legendary boxer and his 
wife Lonnie are protesting. 

Ali claims members of 
his entourage stole many of 
the items that will be put 
upon the bidding block at 
Christie’s here on October 
19. 

Among those who will be 
bidding on a collection of 
3,000 pieces are organisers 
of a group trying to obtain 
items to place in a museum 
planned for Ali in his 
hometown of Louisville, 
Kentucky. 

A' white terry-cloth robe 
Ali wore for his first fight 
with Sonny Liston is 
expected to bring as much 
as $60,000. It is embroi- 
dered with The Greatest” 
in script and “The Lip” in 
large letters above an Ali 
autograph. 

Only on the day after the 
fight did Cassius Clay 
reveal his religious conver- 
sion and tell the world he 
wished to be known as Ali. 

“All’s stuff always brings 
higjji prices," said memora- 
bilia collector J. Russell 
Pelfe. “They talk about a 
I960 Golden Gloves tro- 
phy he won. That should 
bring 30 grand. 

“A Cassius Clay signa- 
ture goes high. A pro- 
gramme from his fight 
with Doug Jones sells for 
$1,500. A lot of those 
things are one-of-a-kind 
items.” 

A mouthpiece worn by 
Ali will bring about 
$1,000. A water bottle he 
.drank might go for Si;500- ■ 

A 1970 boxing license 
application signed by Ali 
during his exile from box- 
ing for refusing induction 
into the Army might bring 
$3,000. 

White shoes Ali wore for 
his fight in Zaire against 
George Foreman could 
bring $20,000 while an 
unused ticket to the 
“Thrilla in Manila" is 
expected to bring $4,000. 


Yellow jersey holder Swiss Alex Zaelle races to win the 43km individual time trial 
21st stage of the Tour of Spain cycling race on September 27 (Reuters photo) 


Rangers chief ponders Torino investment 


GLASGOW (AFP) — Rangers chairman 
David Murray revealed on Saturday that he 
is considering an offer to buy into Serie-B 
outfit Torino. 

Murray insists be is not about to launch a 
take-over bid for the sleeping Italian giants 
but admits he is prepared to invest large 
sums of his personal fortune to help boost 
their; straggling l»mmeraaJ -operation,' 

“i l. . i -Li 


VL am , s jxnply, lqoking.fi? , invest in other, 
blubs from a commercial point of view." he 
said. “It would be a financial investment for 
me and not a take-over bid. 

'Torino have asked me if I fancy getting 
involved and it has gone no further than 
that 

“Clubs like Rangers. Celtic and 
Manchester United are like brand names 
now and the commercial potential at some- 
where like Torino is enormous. 

“Even though they are going through a 
difficult time, they are probably the fourth 
biggest club in Italy.” 


Murray revealed that former Rangers boss. ' 
Graeme Souness — the current Torino man- 
ager — was involved in discussions that 
could lead to mutual benefits for both clubs. 

“Graeme was obviously the catalyst for 
talks, which began two or three months 
ago," he added. 

Massimo Viduluch. the. Torino president 
and head of the group of Genoese business- 
men who took control of the club last sea- . 
son, also confirmed Murray's interest. 

He said: “We agreed to co-operate on cer- 
tain things, but selling the club is not one of 
them — Torino is not for sale.” 

Meanwhile, Rangers are reported to be 
lining up a move for 12 million pound-rated 
(about $20 million) Chilean striker Marcelo 
Salas. 

The 23-year-old international, currently at 
Argentinian champions River Plate, could 
link up with former team mate Sebastian 
Rozental at Ibrox. 


Clearing the obstacles — Hani and Ibrahim Bisharat poised for further success 


By Omar Karrai 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — With two 
clear rounds and an advan- 
tage of two seconds, 
Ibrahim Bisharat took first 
prize at the Show Jumping 
Novice Competition (ages 
12 to IS) at the Arabian 
Horse Club at the weekend. 
Half an hour later, Hani 
Bisharat, his father, won 
the Advanced Competition. 

Though the field boasted 
some of the foremost riders 
in Jordan, you could have 
been forgiven for thinking 
this was a family affair: 
Maysam Bisharat, 

Ibrahim's 14 year old 
cousin, took third place in 
the Novice Competition. 

It didn’t come as a sur- 
prise to the handful of 
spectators present — most- 
ly members of the Arabian 
Horse Club. 

Hani has long been 
regarded as the finest 
show-jumper in Jordan, 
who, burring an accident 
which saw him break his 
collar bone, would have 
represented Jordan at the 
Atlanta Olympics. 


His track record is solid, 
with victories in the Abu 
Dhabi D unhill Challenge, 
the Oman Gulf 
Championship and the 
Latakia Grand Prix among 
his proudest achievements. 

Ibrahim, still only thir- 
teen, with recent triumphs 
in Sharm El Sheikh and 
Latakia is, in the best of 
royal traditions, poised to 
succeed him, and assume 
the mantel of leading rider. 

The father/son relation- 
ship is very important. 
They train together, and 
although Ibrahim has a 
trainer, his father will 
always oversee the train- 
ing. 

They often compete 
against each other “When 
I ride against my father I 
always try harder because I 
want to win. And I do. But 
so does he... sometimes.” 

Ibrahim started riding at 
the age of four, encouraged 
by his father. “At first I 
didn’t like the idea. I was 
scared of falling. But I 
trained hard, my trainer 
was stria with me, and my 
father encouraged me, so 
day after day I improved 


and started loving it.” 

He still trains very bard, 
but homework comes first 

“I warn Ibrahim to finish 
school and go to university. 
He is a good student and I 
hope he will go to a top 
university.” Every day he 
must finish his homework 
before joining his father at 
the club. If there is too 
much school work misses 
out on training. 

Show jumping is a grow- 
ing sport in Jordan, but it 
wasn’t, always like that 
Hani Bisharat started the 
Arabian Horse Club in 
1982, at a time when there 
was very little interest in 
the sport in Jordan. 

“We started the club with 
twenty horses, and we had 
a French instructor. Our 
aim was to encourage 
Jordanians take up this 
sport We worked very 
bard, and started improving 
until, in 1985, we got an 
invitation to the Arab 
Games in Kuwait We fin- 
ished sixth out of thirteen 
countries. 

Since then we have 
received invitations to most 
of the shows in the Middle 



ment the Royal Jordanian 
Championship, at Aqaba in 
which ten countries, five 
from Europe and live from 
the Middle Easr compete. 
This tournament is covered 
live by JTV for its entire 
three day duration. 

The junior team, which 
has already produced 
results with Ibrahim's win 
in Latakia. is now the main 
priority for Hani BisharaL 

“This was really an 
achievement for Ibrahim, 
raising the Jordanian flag at 
* u- international tourna- 


the 


The younger Bisharat dears a hurdle, one of many he seems destined to overcome in 
his pro mising career in equestrian (file photo) 

the top teams in the Arab 
region now. " says Hani. 

The club has in the mean- 
time grown bigger, it now 
holds 64 horses. The sport 
itself has also grown: There 


East. We took part and 
eventually got some good 
results. 

I think we've come a 
long way, and the 
Jordanian team is one of 


is now a Jordanian 
Equestrian Federation 
whose president is HRH 
Princess Alia, and every 
year the Federation hosts a 
large international tourna- 


ment in Latakia. I feel my 
biggest achievement, apart 
from winning tournaments, 
has been to build this junior 
team.” 

The junior team follows a 
strict training programme, 
but training by itself does 
not make a good rider: To 
be a good show jumper you 
need a good eye. You need 
patience. You need 
courage. You have to be 
tough and smooth at the 
same time. It’s not just a 
matter of sitting on the 
horse, you have to work it, 
exercise it, make all the 
training pay off.” 


Nor is it simply a matter 
of being a good rider. 
Ibrahim's horse is a beauti- 
ful Dutch gelding called 
Amigo II. Watching the 
two ride is to understand 
that there is more to it than 
the human element. 

“The relationship 

between me and my horse 
is special. I’ve had him 
since ‘94 and we were both 
beginners. We started 
improving together. It’s not 
just a matter of a good 
horse or a good rider you 
have to be a team. That is 
very important!” 

There is still a long way 
to go for Ibrahim. At thir- ' 
teen he still has a lot to 
achieve, and a lot of work 
to do. But when it comes to 
support he has no greater 
pillar than his own father. 

“I think he is a very good 
rider, and he has a very 
gbod eye. He is talented 
and brave. “ says Hani. 
“After university I would 
love to see him on the.’ 
European circuit, compet- 
ing against the best rife 
and 1 will do my bestto ^et 
him there.” Is he capable?' 
"Definitely!" 
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TEL-634144 

PHILADELPHIA "1 
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CINEMA 


Bruce Willis.. in 


THE FIFTH 
ELEMENT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:13, 
S:30. 10:30 





CINEMA 


^PHILADELPHIA 


Robin Williams &. 
Gene Hackman ...in 


THE BIRDCAGE 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 






PLAZA 


TEL-699238 ^/" CINEMA TEL677420 ^ / Ufl ““ 

CONCORD a 


TEL: 079 33430 


CINEMA 


BAD COMPANY 


Shows: 12:30,3:30. 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 




V 


C0*CO*D «!• 

Jack Nicholson, Glenn Close. 
Danny Devito 
. & Pierce Brosrum...in 
MARS ATTACKS 
(12:30,3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:30) 




BATMAN & ROBIN 

Shows: 3:30, 5:45 only 


V 


GALLERIA 1 


abdoun 


John Travolta & 
Nicolas Cage ... in 


face off 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10:45 


TEL: 079 33430 


GALLERIA 2 


v. 


A 


ABDOUN 

Julia Roberts ...in 


MY BEST FRIEND’S 
WEDDING 

Shows: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


J 


Hi gltam Vianaa 

TEL: 625155 
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THE GOVE! 

IN THE SERVICER 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham 
and Amal Dabbosz 
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Soccer season kicks off 
at Amman Little League 


By Roof an Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Action is 
back at the Amman Little 
League (ALL) with the 
start of the soccer season 
this week with around 
twenty ( teams taking part 
at the 1 ALL field near 
Ghamadan Park. 

The league comprises 
20 teams divided into 5 ' 
divisions. The teams , 
include' students from j 
every school in the King- ! 
dom for a simple fee, ' 
Soccer I Commissioner 
Nabil Khoury told the 
Jordan Times. 

“The ( Amman Little ! 
League Association was 1 
established several years 
ago with the help and 
support of His Majesty , 
King Hussein and Her 
Royal Highness Princess ; 
Basma. Anyone can join 
the ALL for a mere fee of 
JD30 per season." he 1 
noted. 

Three major sports are , 
played in the little league. 
Basketball, soccer and 
baseball, Khoury added. 

“Boys and girls as : 
young as six years old can , 
join in. Up to 1 6-year - 
olds can be part of the 
league " he pointed out. 

The teams are divided 
into five groups each of 
which carry the name of 


the group according to 
their age groups. 

“We have around 275 
players and the teams are 
divided according to their 
ages.” he said. 

There are five teams in 
the Tots division (1990-, 
1992) with 15 players in[ 
each; Juniors I (1988- 
1989) have four teams; 
with 15 player in each;' 
Junior U (1986-19871; 
includes four teams withj 
15 in each; the Midsi 
(1984-1985) where there! 
are 53 kids and finally the' 
Seniors 1981-1983 with 
three teams and 9 in each. 1 

ALL Baseball players 
gain experience through 
playing against other lit-. 


tie League teams abroad. 

“Every year the little 
league goes to either Ger- 
many or Poland for the 
Little League Baseball 
Championships,” Khoury 
said. 

“Each time we travel we 
gain experience and con- 
fidence" i | 
“We would like to thank 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein for his generous con- 
tribution in providing khe 
tickets to the tittle league 
teams," he added. I 
The ALL ncjw has its 
own field for practice and 
matches, where the activ- 
ities are run with the help 
of tens of volunteers from 
families and friends. 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE RESULTS 


En d ay Sqpi 2 6 

• Tots Division 1990-1992 (Rule of all are 
ATRO 
McDonald’s 

• Junior One 88-89 

Aljawhara 0 

Nokia 0 

• Juniors Two (86-87) 

Porsche 2 

RMCCS 1 

• Mids Division (84-85) 

Arby’s 6 vs 

Dune’s Club vs Amigo Nabil Sun 28th 

• Seniors Division (81-83) 

Jod Insurance 4 vs All coaches 6 
Coffee Break vs Zalafimo Tue. 30th 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


7 to enter Basketball Hall of Fame 

SPRINGFIELD (AFP) — Spanish coaching legend Anto- 
nio Diaz-Miguel is among seven people who will be 
inducted into the Basketball Hall of Fame here Monday. 
Joining him on the honour list will be former Princeton 
University coach Pete Caril, now 69 and an assistant 
coach for the National Basketball Association's Sacra- 
mento Kings. Also being inducted are former NBA play- 
er Alex English, retired 1950’s NBA standout Bailey 
Howell, former college coach Don Haskins and American 
women’s players Joan Crawford and Denise Curry. 

Gonzalez ready to test Chavez 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Miguel Angel Gonzalez wants fel- 
low Mexican and six-time world champion Julio Cesar 
Chavez to know, in no uncertain terms, that he feels a new 
champion’s time has arrived. “I am the best fighter in 
Mexico,” Gonzalez said. "Chavez knows he is finished. 
When he fights me, he will get knocked out." That will 
happen on October 25 in Mexico City, when top-ranked 
contender Chavez and second-rated challenger Gonzalez 
meet for the vacant World Boxing Council super light- 
weight title. During a promoter’s conference call here 
Gonzalez vowed victory. “I would like to score a KO " 
Gonzalez said. "I know the best man will win and that 
will be me.” 

Ghana players rewarded 

ACCRA (AFP) — Ghanaian president Jerry Rawlings has 
awarded a SI, 000 bonus to coaches and players who 
reached the final of the World Under- 17 event — won by 
Brazil in Cairo on Sunday — the country’s sports minis- 
ter announced on Friday. Members of the Ghana team had 
already received S2,200 each for reaching the semi-finals. 

Kaiser dreams of new stadium 

MUNICH (AFP) — Bayern Munich president Franz 
Beckenbauer decided to serve another three-year term 
because of plans to build a new stadium, the club said on 
Friday. The proposal for the building, unofficially dubbed 
“the Kaiser’s Palace", will be looked at by the club in 
November. 

Schwabl retires 

MUNICH (AFP) — The axed former captain of TSV 
Munich i860, Manfred Schwabl, on Friday announced 
his retirement from football to spend more time with his 
family. Schwabl has asked his current club. Italian second 
division side Treviso, to annul the contract he signed two 
weeks ago. “It’s over," said the 31 -year-old former 
international. Schwabl signed for Treviso after being axed 
by TSV Munich 1860 at the end of last season. 

Philippoussis reaches semis 

TOULOUSE (AFP) — Australia's third seed Mark 
Philippoussis reached the semi-finals of the $400,000 
ATP Tour event here on Friday after eliminating France s 
Amaud Clement 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 (7/5). Philippoussis. who 
said Clement's speed about court gave him most prob- 
lems, now comes up against American Vincent Spadea 
who beat American Justin Gimelstob (USA) 6-3, 7-6 
(7/4). In the other last eight clashes, Germany’s Alex Rad- 
ulescu beat compatriot Tommy Haas 6-1, 6-4 and meets 
Germany’s Nicolas Kiefer, who ousted Frenchman Guil- 
laume Raoux 6-2, 6-7 (2/7). 7-5, 


CAR FOR SALE 

Dark-grey 92 model ISUZU -STYLUS. 
Full options in excellent condition. 

Duty Unpaid. (American plate). 

Mobile: 079/55558 - Michael. 




Wetherall 
ends United’s 
unbeaten run 


LONDON (AFP) — Leeds 
United defender David 
Wetherall handed Man- 
chester United their first 
defeat of the season on Sat- 
urday and the first away 
goal they had conceded as 
his revitalised side beat the 
Premiership champions I- 
0. 

Arsenal retained the lead 
with a 2-2 draw away at 
Everton, although the Lon- 
doners let a two-goal lead 
slip, while Leicester moved 
into third with a 2-0 win 
over Barnsley — Blackburn 
can go second if they beat 
Coventry on Sunday. 

Wetherall headed Leeds 
into a 34th-minute lead, Ms 
second of the season, 
against Manchester United, 
revenge for the 4-0 defeat 
they suffered at Elland 
Road last season which her- 
alded the end of Howard 
Wilkinson’s reign — it also 
gave the Yorkshire club the 
lead in head-to-head meet- 
ings by 14 wins to 13. 

Crystal Palace got their 
first home point of the sea- 
son with a 2-2 draw with 
fellow newboys Bolton, 
however they allowed the 
visitors to come back from 
two goals down. 

West Ham ended a run of 
four consecutive defeats 
witha fine 2-1 home win 
over Liverpool Israeli play- 
maker Eyal Berkovitch vol- 
leying home from 18 yards 
to clinch the points. 


With 
record in 
bag, Thrust 
aims for 
sound 
barrier 


GERLACH, Nevada (R) — 
Thei Thrust supersonic car 
has j smashed the world land 
record, bur the most 
cult challenge — try- 
ing to break the sound bar- 
rier on land — is yet to 
come, the car’s designers 
said on Friday. 

climbing Everest, it’s 
the [top bit that’s the diffi- 
cult! bit,” said aenodynami- 
cistj Ron Ayers, who did 
pioneering research on the 
design of the British car. 

Rbyal Air Force fighter 
pilot Andy Green drove the 
huge black jet car across 
Nevada’s Black Rock 
on Thursday at 
kilometres per hour, 
V w the previous 
record of 1,012 kph held 
sincje 1983 by Richard 
Noble, who now leads the 
Thrust SSC team. 

A^ers and Glynne Bow- 
sheif, who designed 
Thrust’s frame and rear- 
wheel steering, said they 
werk pleased with the 
reccjrd achieved by the 9- 
torme car, which is pow- 
erec) by two jet engines 
from a phantom fighter air- 
craft. 

Breaking the record is 
just] a step toward the 
ream’s ultimate goal of 
breaking the sound barrier 
on land for the first time. 
Many people have thought 
it would be impossible for 
a car to break the sound 
barrier without taking off. 
but : Thrust’s designers 
believe they have solved 
the technical problems. 

The team did not run the 
car on Friday. “We’ve got 
to check over the car very 
carefully to see that no 
damage has occurred." 
Ayers said. 

In a few days’ time, if all 
is well, the team’s intention 
is to increase Thrust’s 
speed gradually toward 
Mach 1 — the speed of 
sound. Green said on 
Thursday that the team 
needed more money to 
enable it to push on to the 
sound barrier. 

The speed of sound 
varies according to temper- 
ature, but in the Nevada 
desert on Thursday, it was 
around 1,227 kph, Ayers 
said. 

“We want to beat it (the 
speed of sound) by not just 
one mile an hour. We want 
to bear it by 1 or 2 per cent, 
so there is no argument" 
Ayers said in an interview. 

So far, Ayers said, every- 
thing the design team has 
learned about the car con- 
firms its theories. But he 
said the team was cautious 
about making predictions 
because “in the transonic 
aerodynamic region (the 
region around supersonic 
speeds), situations can 

change very rapidly 

indeed. One small error 
could lead to instant disas- 
ter." 


Hakkinen takes pole, 
position in Luxembourg 


NURBURGRING, Ger- 
many (AFP) — Mike 
Hakkinen overshadowed 
world championship rivals 
Jacques Villeneueve and 
Michael Schumacher for 
the second straight'day Sat-| 
unday, taking pole position 
for the Luxembourg Grand; 
Prix. I 

The flying Finn, who has ! 
never won a Formula One- 
race, earned the first pole! 
of his career by driving his 
McLaren-Mercedes around 
the 4.556km Nurburgring 
circuit in lmin 16.602sec. 

Hakkinen will celebrate 
his 29th birthday on Sun- 
day by being on pole for 
the first time in 94 race 
starts. 

The Finn just missed out 
on pole to Villeneuve in 
Austria last week. This 
time he edged the 
Willi ams-Renauk driver by 
just 0.089 of a second. 

VHJeneuve, who trails 
two-time champion Schu- 
macher by one point going 
into the 15th race of the 17- 
race season, was second- 
fastest at 1:16.691 in his 
Willi ams-RenaulL 

“It is a little bit frustrating 
missing out on pole when 
you are so close, but I’m in 
front of Michael which is 
important,” Villeneuve 
said. 
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Finnish Formula One driver Mika Hakkinen of team McLaren Mercedes in action 
dating a qualifying session for the Luxemburg Grand Prix September 27. H akkine n 
finished in 1:16.602 ahead of Canadian Jacques Villeneuve and will start from pole 
position Sunday (Reuters photo) . — 


“Tt is very hard to over- 
take on this circuit, so the 
race will be won at the start 
and in the pit-stops.” 
VUleneue’s teammate 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen was 
third-quickest, ahead of 
Italian Giancarlo Fisichella 


who took the other second- 
row place on the grid in his 
Jordan-PeugeoL 

German ace Schumacher 
was only fifth-fastest in Ms 
Ferrari, ahead of Hakki- 
nen’s Scottish teammate 


David Coulthard. 

Schumacher finished 
three-quarters-of a second 
adrift of pole and also had 
to be given a lift back to the 
pits at the end of qualifying 
when Ms Ferrari seemed to 
run out of fuel. 


Rusedski reaches semis after serving blitz 


MUNICH (AFP) — 
Britain’s Greg Rusedski 
fired over a record- 
equalling fastest serve in 
the world on his way to a 6- 
7 (6/8), 6-3, 6-1 comeback 
victory Friday night over 
Russian Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov to reach the semi- 
finals of the $6 million 
Grand Slam Cup. 

The big-serving Briton let 
off a rocket clocked at 230 
kilometres per hour, at least 
the equal to the world’s best 
he notched at die U.S. Open 
this month. 

The New York figure was 
registered without decimal 
points, making its precise 
speed unknown. 

Friday’s stinging serve 


came as Rusedski claimed a 
3-0 lead in the second set 
after dropping the first at 
the Olympiahalle. 

The World No. 10 joins 
Pete Sampras as a semi- 
. finalist at the_ rich event,, 
limited to tbe~16 best per- 
formers at the year’s four 
Grand Slams. 

Top seed Sampras won a 
preview match of next 
month's Davis Cup final as 
he beat Swede Jonas Bjork- 
man 7-6 (8-6)), 64 to take 
a semifinal place. 

Sampras and Bjorkman, 
the respective No. 1 players 
in their countries, are sure 
to square off again in 
Gothenburg from Novem- 
ber 28 to 30 for the Davis 


MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Major League results after Fri 
day's games. 


National League 



PhiladelpMa 

5 

Florida 

3 

Cincinnati 

7 

Montreal 

1 

Atlanta 

7 

NYMets 

6 (1 1 Innings) 

Houston 

2 

Pittsburgh 

0 

Cubs 

5 

St Louis 

n 

Los Angeles 

10 

Colorado 

4 

San Francisco 

17 

San Diego 

4 

American League 



Cleveland 

7 

Minnesota 

2 

Ny Yankees 

8 

Detroit 

2 

Toronto 

3 

Boston 

5 

White Sox 

7 

Kansas City 

2 

Milwaukee 

4 

Baltimore 

2 

Texas 

S 

Anaheim 

4 

Oakland 

8 

Seattle 

5 


Cup final. 

Winners in Thursday 
quarterfinals, U.S. Open 
champion Pat Rafter of 
Australia and 1993 champi- 
on. Petr Kprda of the Czech 
Republic, play in the other 
semi-fmaL . . . 

Rusedski, the first British 
player ever to rank in the 
Top Ten of the ATP Tour, 
earned Ms Munich place 
with a quarter-final show- 
ing at Wimbledon and a 
final loss at the U.S. Open 
this month to Patrick 
Rafter. 

The Canadian-born left- 
hander is the second Brit to 
play in Munich after Tim 
Henman broke ground by 
qualifying for the 1996 
field and reached the semi- 
finals. 

Rusedski fought through- 
out the 44th-minute first 
set, starting as he saved two 
set points for the Russian in’ 
the 10th game to hold for 5- 
5. 

When the tight contest 
eventually went into a 
tiebreak, Rusedski started 
out with a 220 kph ace. But 
Kafelnikov, whose big- 
matcb experience includes 
a 1996 title at the French 
Open, refused to be denied. 

The Russian reached 5-3 
in the decider and profited 
from Rusedski’s return 
wide for three set points. 

The big-serving Briton 
saved the first with an ace, 
the second with an ace on 
second serve, but couldn’t 
handle a retaliatory ace off 


the racket of the Russian to 
clinch the opener. 

Rusedski began bis come- 
back in the second set then 
consolidated in the third, 
allowing the former French 
Open holder to win only the 
first game before taking 
charge. 

Rusedski faces Sampras 
on Saturday in the best-of- 
five semi-final. 

“I played as good as I've 
played all year in those 
final two sets,” said Rused- 
ski, who has now reached 
$425,000 (about £275,000) 
for the week. “It was a very 
satisfying win. 

“I knew that after playing 
a bad tiebreaker that 1 had 
chances to win the match. I 
picked it up in the final two 
sets. The key to the match 
was my returns, though I 
was serving well also. 

‘1 kept the pressure on 
him," said Rusedski, who 
notched 23 aces. “If I keep 
playing like this, I can 
come closer to achieving 
my next goal, wMcb is to 
reach the Top 5." 

Rusedski said he is keen 
for his Saturday re-match 
against Sampras, who won 
the title in San Jose, Cali- 
fornia, against the Briton 
when Rusedski had to retire 
with a wrist injury after 
winning the first set and 
going down 0-5 in the sec- 
ond. 

During that week in Feb- 
ruary. the Briton also beat 
Michael Chang and Andre 
Agassi. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHAftiF 
A TANNAH HJRSCH 


A CHEAP WAY TO BUY TIME 


Both vnlaaable. Eaat deals. 

NORTH 
*Al03S 
G>Q78 
0104 
+ QJ86 

WEST EAST 

*4 *Q9876 

<7642 OA86 

OQ97S2 0K86 

*7432 *A5 

SOUTH 
*KJS 
OKJ109 
OAJS 
*K1Q9 

The bidding: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NOSTO 
1* LNT Put -3NT 

Pan Pul P>i< 

Opening lead: Three of 0 

There w &9 A Small pace to pay if 
South was going to make three no 
trump. Con you spot it? 
fiirtefl Sooth's chi e- no- trump over- 

call showed the equivalent of b 

sound no-trump opening .bid, 
North's jump to game can be justi- 
fied. Bad West led a spade, declarer 

would have had do problem. What 
flhouU the outcome be after a dia- 
nrond 


At the table declarer captured 
East's king <£ diamonds with the 
aes and forced out the ace of hearts. 
East returned a diamond, and Wcat 


allowed dummy's ten to win the 
Lid. Declarer lad tmly eight triA« 
iwithoot dubs. It was e&By enough 
(to set up tricks in the suit, but 
(declarer new got to' enjoy them. 
East rushed up with the ace on the 
jfiret dub lead and returned 
diamond, and the defenders came' 
to three diamond tricks to go with 
the two aces — down one. 

Curiously, the w inning play ifl (a 
give the opponents a trick to which 

they are not entitled, and in the 
process shut out two of their tricks. 
Declarer must allow the king of dia- 
monds to wfu the first trick, there, 
by surrendering a second trick in 
the suit. The cantinnatioa of the 
eight of diamonds is alto ducked, 
declarer winning the third round of 
the suit. Since East is mm-ted by 
ihe opening Ud fur both the are at 
hearts and the are of elnba, declarer 
can now go about driving both of 
them out and West cannot regain 
she tend. 

What if diamonds ate 4-4? That 
is against the odds and unlikely 
of the opening lead. West 
ould not refrain from leadinj 
suit u attack with a 


FOR RENT 


First floor unfurnished flat, Shmeisani, 200m from Abela 
Supermarkets. 210 sq.m., centrally heated and consists 
of 3 bedrooms with wall cabinets, 2 living rooms, dining 
room, 2 bathrooms and a large kitchen. 

For more information, please ring up 
Mr. Salem Ayub. Tel. 602564 


FOR RENT 

Cozy apartment, fully furnished, nicely located in the 
west of Amman. TV, satellite, telephone line & number, 
built-in kitchen, European style furniture and beautiful 
garden are available. 

The rental amount is negotiable. The rental period is for 
30th medium- and long-term. 

For more information call Tel. No. 823894 



I? 


863 

Qi Hlathlla 

Cafe' Restaurant & Bar 


A little spirit 
to go out there- 
to try some thing new 


Nfoals JO 6 to 16 Inc. 

Comfortable atmosphere^ 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

Each apartment area 220 sq. m., in second and third 
floor. Consisting of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
guest room, spacious living room, veranda, independent 
centra! heating, telephone, maid room, modem equipped 
kitchen and luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 665711 — Fax: 664256 
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A FRENCH SHOE PILE UP, IN PROTEST: People pile shoes on the "Trocadero" near the Eiffel Tower 
in a protest over the use of anti-personnel landmines, Saturday. The demonstration, which has been 
organised for the last three years in various French towns, is in protest over the hundreds of thousands 
of people killed or injured by mines every year (Reuters photo) 


Saudi minister says intervention to 
help nurses would complicate case 


DUB AI ( R ) — Any interven- 
tion in the case of two British 
nurses accused of murder in 
Saudi Arabia would compli- 
cate the issue, the kingdom’s 
foreign minister said in 
remarks published Saturday. 

“Any form of intervention 
in the legal process would 
only lead lo complicating the 
issue of the two British nurs- 
es," the Saudi-owned Al 
Sharq Al Awsat quoted a 
statement by Prince Saud Al 
Faisal as saying. 

The Arabic daily news par 
per said the statement was 
issued after a meeting 
between Prince Saud and bis 
British counterpart Robin 
Cook at the United Nations 
Friday. 

Britain is anxious about a 
sentence of 500 lashes and 
eight years in jail against 
Lucille McLauchlan. 31. A 
verdict has yet to be passed 
on Deborah Pany, 38, who 
could be beheaded if convict- 
ed of murder. 

Both women deny killing 
Yvonne Gilford. an 
Australian colleague at the 
military medical centre in 
eastern Saudi Arabia where 
all three worked. 

They retracted confessions 
they said were made after 
sexual and physical abuse 
following their arrest soon 
after Gilford’s body was dis- 
covered in her room last 
December. She had been 
stabbed 1 3 times, blud- 
geoned and suffocated. 

Mr, Cock said Friday he 
had asked for clemency for 
the two during the meeting 
and said the prince’s reply 
was encouraging. 

“I made a humanitarian 
plea this afternoon and it was 
heard with sympathy. I am 
now more hopeful than I was 
before this meeting that 1 will 


be able to achieve a humane 
outcome," he said. 

Prince Saud said in the 
statement: “I appreciate the 
concern stirred by this issue 
in Britain,” the London- 
based newspaper reported. 

Prince Saud said his coun- 
try also understood the con- 
cern of the family of the vic- 
tim. 

“I have informed him 
(.Cook) that the Saudi gov- 
ernment had respected all of 
its commitments and provid- 
ed full help.. .since the begin- 
ning there have been con- 
sular and diplomatic consul- 
tations between die two gov- 
ernments. I proposed that we 
continue that process, espe- 
cially as the legal- proceed- 
ings are not yet complete. 

“I have explained to him 
that our judicial system is 
totally independent and that 
the two nurses would contin- 
ue to have a fair trial.” 

Mr. Cook called the sen- 
tence passed against 
McLauchlan “wholly unac- 
ceptable in the modem 
world." 

Legal soirees in Saudi 
Arabia said the cases would 
have to go through an elabo- 
rate appeals process before 
any sentence could be car- 
ried out. AH death sentences 
must be approved by King 
Fahd. 

Lawyers fqr Party are 
negotiating With Gilford’s 
brother Frank, who under 
Saudi law has the right either 
to call for clemency or to 
demand the death penalty by 
beheading if she is found 
guilty of murdering his sister. 

Mr. Gilford said Friday he 
would consider taking 
“blood money” from Parry 
but denied agreeing to accept 
$1.2 million to waive the 
death penalty. 


Price of mercy is million 
dollars plus prison, says 
brother of slain nurse 


SYDNEY,, (AGP) — Hie 
brother of. v . murdered 
Australian nurse. Yvonne 
Gilford has demanded a mil- 
lion dollar donation and 
eight years in prison as foe 
price of mercy for her 
accused killer, according to 
reports Saturday. 

Frank Gilford told the 
Sydney Morning Herald foot 
he wants a total of $1.1 mil- . 
lion to cover a donation for 
chgnity, plus legal costs; to 
spare Eng lish nttrse Deborah 
^tiy frqm foe executioner’s 
sword 

He also spoke out against 
flogging the two women. 

.If foe money is paid and a 
Saudi .court can guarantee to 
impose the prison term, Mr. 
Gilford said he will relin-- 
quish bis right under Saudi 
law to demand foe death 
penalty and will instead 
grant clemency. 

Party, 38, is feeing death 
by. beheading for foe murder, 
while Septs nurse Lucille 
McLauchlan, 3L, has been 
sentenced to' SOOia&es and 
eight years as an-aocomptice : 
to foe murder last December. 

The two nurses have 
accused Gilford of worsen- 
ing their mental torment and 
of being mercenary for seek- 
ing blood money. 

; But Mr. Gifford saiclhe did 
not want 'either woman to 
suffer foe lash, saying:' 
“Eight years punishment is 
enough. 

“Five hundred lashes is too 
much for anyone, no matter 
what they’ve done. It’s bar- 


baric. I don't want foaL I 
wouldn’t have anypartofiL” 

Mr. Gilford’s role in foe' 
case stems from a centuries- 
old Arab custom of paying 
“Wood money” or Diya that 
pre-dates Tsfarn and was inte- 
grated into Islamic law after 
it was mentioned in the 
Koran. 

Mr. Gilford has denied be 
wants to make a personal 
profit and has raised foe pos- 
sibility of contributing foe 
cash toward rrfiitbishirttht-of 
an old. Adelaide' motet ‘to 
house patients /who’ visit foe - 
city for cancer treatmetit 

Asked in an earlier inter- 
view whether he wanted to 
make -a profit. Mr. Gilford, 
from Jamestown in Soutfr 
Australia, said: “No, no, if 
there were a few doHars teft 
over tor me (foal’s okay); but 
I’m not m it for foe money” 

In letters to Britam'S High 
Commissioner toAusfafffa, 


>ir Roger Gam 

McLauchlan^ 

pleas of innocence andfcgi^ 


dated by lawyers. " 

“But in foe ‘ 

I have no choice batters 
because the : threat ;ti£' fag 
death penalty is too ouidiixH: 
me to continue to ; ben?* 
Pany said in foe letter.-dattd 
Sept 22. •' V \ y 

The two .-nctrres i^w^tf j 
arrested after the’ of] 
Yvonne Gitfondiwai. 
with multiple stab wpunfi S; 
a medi cal centre, jn te ep 
em Saudi city of phahriiifa; 
December, v - • 


U.N. mission of peace backfires in Greece-Turkey ties 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The United Nations is 
supposed to promote- 
peace. But as far as Greece 
and Turkey are concerned, 
the current session of thi 
General Assembly has 
backfired. Relations have 
gone from bad. to worse. 

In recent days, the Greek 
foreign minister has used 
words like “murderer" and 
"rapist" to describe the 
Turks. 

Turkey claims Greece is 
threatening peace in the 
eastern Mediterranean by 
supporting plans by the 
Greek-led Cyprus govern- 
ment to deploy Russian- 
made air defence missiles, 
which could reach 
Turkey's sourhem coast. 

Even Secretary of State 
Madeleine Aibrighr failed 
to defuse tensions between 
the two NATO allies. Ms. 
Albright met separately 
Wednesday in New York 
with Greek Foreign 
Minister Theodore 

Pangalos and Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ismail 
Cem. 

Afterward. State 

Department spokesman 

James Rubin said she 


failed to achieve a break- 
through. 

Greek-Turkish. relations 
are strained over numerous 
issues, including the ongo- 
ing division of Cyprus, the 
sharing of the continental 
. shelf, territorial waters and 
airspace over the Aegean 
Sea-.' 

The two countries have 
come to. the brink of war. 
twice in the past decade. 
Tension heightened in 
December . when the 
Greek-led government of 
Cyprus' signed a deal to 
buy anti-aircraft missiles 
from Russia. 

Turkey has threatened to 
attack the missiles as soon 
as they were installed. 

After the meetings with 
■ Ms. Albright, the two for- 
eign ministers met face-to- 
face. But that session pro- 
duced no agreement either. 

Mr. Pangalos stoked the 
fire by telling Greek tele- 
vision he could not negoti- 
ate “with the bandit, the 
murderer and the rapist. It 
is impossible.” 

Mr. Pangalos said he was 
convinced after his meet- 
ing with Mr. Cem that 
Turkey had territorial 


ambitions in the Aegean. 
Those remarks, enraged the 
Turks. s ’* : ' 

“Greek, Foreign Minister 
Pangalos * . first JnsUfted ' 
-Turkish leaders' by calling - 
• them ‘robberS, murderers 
;and rapists,” Mr. Cem said 
'in a statement.' “I deplore 
this attitude.” ■// 

Mr. Cbra also accused. 
Greece . was threatening 
peace in the eastern 
Mediterranean by encour- , 
aging Cyprus to deploy the.-, 
missiles. During his meet-? 
ings with other foreign 
ministers, Mr. Cem.- -has 
been urging them to use 
their influence with the 
Greek Cypriots. the 
Russians and the Greeks to 
quash the sale. 

“The decision of the 
Greek Cypriots ... creates a 
serious threat not only to 
the Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus but also 
to Turkey." Mr. Cem said. 
“Furthermore, it endangers 
the security and ■ stability 
of the whole region. We 
strongly urge the interna- 
tional community to stop 
the Greek Cypriots in their 
military buildup;’ 

Last week. Turkish 


Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz authorised _ the 
Turkish miUfaiy’to begin 
planning for ,, Unspecified 
counter- measures i£$’the 
missiles? are .deployed. 
Thbt prompted ? the -Sjiate 
. Department to urge a I par- 
ties "to .avoid statements 
which exaar&te;_the?! ten- 
sions oyer t&srissuc.’’;' 

- 'The hat^; words. * cast 
doubt on’. effort^hy Jhe 
vfofernatjpnal - commhnity 
..'tg-eocourage resolution of 
'the 23-year’ , division of 

- Cyprus. Turkey sent troops 

to -the -iriatM in [974 to 
protect the Turkish minori- 
ty after a failed coup by 
Greek officers seeking 
union with Greece. . ! 

U.N.-brokered negotia- 
tions between Cypriot 
President Glafcos Clerides 
and Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktasb broke 
down last iinonm- because 
the Turks objected to plans 
by the European Union 
(EU) to begin talks with 
the Greek Cypriot govern- 
ment on EU membership. 

Turkey also wants to join 
the EU. Mr. Denktash said 
Cyprus should not be 
admitted without Turkey. 


Israeli tells of army hit 
squads in Gaza in ’70s 


TELAVIV (R) — An 
Israeli army unit under the 
overall command of foen- 
General Ariel Sbaron served 
at times as a hit squad, gun- 
ning down wanted Gaza 
Strip militants in the early 
1970s, a former member 
has said. 

Among the members of 
the elite Rimon patrol unit 
was Danny Okev, later an 
army reserve major, who 
has confessed to killin g a 
British tourist and wound- 
ing his girlfriend in a shoot- 
ing last month in an Israeli 
desert area. 

Rimon was formed to 
combat a wave of 
Palestinian attacks against 
Israeli civilians and occupa- 
tion troops in Gaza some 
three years after the Strip 
was occupied in the wake of 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

In an interview with Israel 
television’s Channel One 
aired Friday, Rimon veteran 
Benny Golan described 
some of the unit’s opera- 
tional methods against 
guerrillas on a most-wanted 
list. 

‘It was permitted to fire at 
an armed man." Golan said. 

“So, sometimes, maybe a 
grenade or a Kalashnikov 
[automatic rifle] was put 
near [an unarmed fugitive]. 
Then, when he bent over to 
pick it up, he turned into an 
armed man.” 

At the time Mr. Sharon, 
now a minister in Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s cabinet, was 


overall commander of foe 
Strip and spearheaded a 
campaign to hunt down 
Palestinian fighters 

throughout Gaza. 

Mr. Sharon declined to 
comment, the television 
said. 

Okev, 45, confessed to foe 
August killing of British 
tourist Jeffrey Hunter, 22. 
and the wounding of 
hunter's girlfriend Charlotte 
Gibb, 20. in the southern 
Arava Desert. 

Speaking to a television 
reporter during a court hear- 
ing this week, a gaunt, 
handcuffed Okev hinted 
that mental images of his 
three years in Rimon — 
Hebrew for both 
"Pomegranate" and 

“Grenade" — may have had 
an impact on his shooting 
foe couple. 

“[The images] are in my 
memory all foe time, foe 
incidents of my service, all 
my service, all foe time ” 
Okev said. 

Asked if he participated in 
executions during his time 
in foe unit. Okev replied, 
“does it seem to you I spent 
three years just playing 
backgammon?" 

Golan, who served with 
Okev. said that in addition 
to military duties in uni- 
form. the troops also dis- 
guised themselves as Arabs 
for special operations. 

‘It was not a regular mili- 
tary unit, because whenever 
people put on civilian 
clothes, perhaps they also 


feel they’re not just soldiers 
perhaps they also feel spe- 
cial, and if they're special 
thev may do what is forbid- 
den to foe non-special.” 

In a statement ordered cut 
short by military censors 
Golan said there were oper- 
ations in which Rimon 
troops would “understand 
that either you took them 
aside to some alley — .” 

His comments were then 
blocked by a shrill electron- 
ic sound lasting several sec- 
onds. with a caption reading 
“stricken by foe censor.” 
Golan said he objected to 
the unit having been called 
a liquidation squad. “It was 
a mili tary unit that carried 
out liquidations.” 

He said the soldiers were 
not explicitly ordered to 
kill. 

“There are things that 
need not be said, that are 
understood without being 
said, in foe atmosphere that 
was there then. You can give 
hinted orders, so foe spirit 
of foe message' will be 
understood.” 

Asked if wanted men 
were lined up against a wall 
and shot, Golan said: “I will 
not answer that.” 

Golan said he had 
refrained from contacting 
fellow members of the unit, 
which was disbanded after 
foe 1973 Middle East war. 

“I would prefer to forget 
the period — no. not forget 
it. erase it,” he said. 


Yemen vows to protect tourists 
against kidnapping by tribesmen 


SANAA (R) — Yemen, 
eager to end a spate of kid- 
aappings that threatens its 
tourist industry, on Saturday 
vowed to protect tourists 
from foe moment they 
arrive until they leave. 

‘There is a security plan 
between foe ministry of cul- 
ture and tourism and the 
interior ministry, the sum- 
mary of which is to cradle 
the tourist from foe moment 
of arrival in Yemen until 
departure,” Deputy 

Minister of Culture and 
Tourism Mutahar Taqi told 
a news conference. 

Mr. Taqi gave no further 
details of foe security plan, 
but said it would be costly 
and would effectively place 
foe ministry in a state of 
emergency. 

Ten Italian tourists were 


kidnapped in August in the 
latest of a series of abduc- 
tions in recent years that tar- 
geted European tourists. 
Western diplomats and a 
Saudi ambassador. 

The kidnappings- were 
often carried out by local 
tribesmen who "usually try 
to use hostages as bargain- 
ing chips in disputes with 
the government and foreign 
oil firms. All hostages have 
been released unharmed. 

Yemeni Minister of 
Culture and Tourism Abdul 
Malek Mansour said foe 
kidnappings and several 
incidents of robbery of 
archaeological finds strike “ 
deep at foe national econo- 
my.” 

Mr. Taqi reiterated 
charges made by other offi- 
cials in the past that the kid- 


nappings were instigated 
from abroad, but did not 
name any party or country. 

“ There is a campaign 
against Yemen, a campaign 
from outside planned and 
well financed,” he said. 

Some Yemeni officials 
had said opposition groups 
receiving Saudi financial 
help were responsible for 
the abductions. 

Cash-strapped Yemen is 
rich in archaeological sites 
which attract scores of 
tourists mainly from 
Europe. About 75,000 
tourists visited Yemen in 
1996 generating about $50 
million in revenues. 

Yemen, a small indepen- 
dent oil producer, depends 
heavily on foreign aid main- 
ly from Europe and other 
Western donors. 


British editors tackle newspaper 
reforms in wake of public uproar 


LONDON (AP) — Reacting 
to the uproar over press intru- 
sion following the death of 
Princess Diana, the press 
complaints commission 
asked editors Thursday to 
adopt “foe toughest set of 
industry regulations any- 
where in Europe.” 

“Motorbike chases, stalk- 
ing and hounding are unac- 
ceptable — and editors who 
cany pictures obtained by 
them will be subjected to the 
severest censure,” said the 
commission's chairman. 
Lord Wake hara. 

T have found that editors 
across the industry have been 
of the same mind — times 
have changed — and we 
want to change with them,” 
he said in outlining foe new 
code at a news conference. 

However, work continued 
on details of the code, includ- 
ing conflicts between an 
“overriding public interest” 
and personal privacy — 
questions which are acute in 
coverage of Britain’s royal 
family and government offi- 
cials, No timetable was set 
for when a final code would 
be issued 

T think we were able to put 
them on paper in such a way 
that you will see a change,” 
said Sir David English, editor 
in chief of associated news- 
papers, which publishes the 
Daily Mail, the Mail Sunday 
and foe Evening Standard 

Editors have already agreed 
not to pursue Diana's sons, 
Prince William, 15, and 
Prince Harry, 13, who are 
back at their boarding 


schools a month after their 
mother's death Aug. 31 in a 
Paris car crash. 

Nine photographers and a 
press motorcyclist, most of 
(hem French, are under inves- 
tigation in Paris for their 
alleged roles in the crash, 
which also killed Diana’s 
friend Dodi Fayed and their 
driver, Henri PauL 

When foe code is finalised 
editors will have to justify the 
behaviour not only of their 
staff, but of any freelancer 
whose material they use. and 
if they expose someone’s pri- 
vate life they will have to 
show (here is an “overriding” 
public interest 

Mr. Wakeham's proposals 
cover five main points: 
Protection of children, discre- 
tion at times of grief, avoid- 
ance of harassment, a redefi- 
nition of privacy, and raising 
the threshold of public inter- 
est that would justify intrud- 
ing on someone’s privacy. 

T’m suggesting a new def- 
inition of privacy so that peo- 
ple ... where they have a legit- 
imate tight to think (hey are 
in private, they should be in 
private,” Mr. Wakeham said 

Personal privacy would 
include family life, an indi- 
vidual’s health and personal 
correspondence, he said, 
restaurants and churches as 
well as homes would be off- 
limits. 

Charles Moore, editor of 
the daily Telegraph and a 
stem critic of some of his fel- 
low editors, said the code was 
at a very early stage of draft- 
ing. 


“I think there remains con- 
siderable disagreement about 
exactly how far you should 
go in defending foe idea (of) 
privacy, and we at the daily 
Telegraph want to go a lot 
further than the tabloids,” Mr. 
Moots told the , British 
Broadcasting Corp. • 

Skeptics don’t think the 
currently restrained attitude 
toward the royal family will 
last unless code violations are 
punished by heavy fines. 

The self-regulaiory body is 
composed of newspaper edi- 
tors. It acts only in response 
to complaints from the public 
and has no powers of 
enforcement. aU it can 
require is that the newspaper 
print foe commission’s ruling 
on that complaint. 

Broadcasters, meanwhile, 
are subject to statutory regu- 
lation. 

Heritage Secretary Chris 
Smith, foe cabinet member 
who deals with media issues, 
said the government expected 
newspapers abide by their 
new code. 

Mr. Wakeham said he con- 
sulted members of the public, 
legislators and Diana's broth- 
er, Earl Spencer.' who blames 
the tabloid press for her deafo 
and is campaigning for a pri- 
vacy law. 

There were no easy solu- 
tions to the problem of 
paparazzi, who generally are 
freelancers, he said. 

“The market place in which 
they operate is global, and no 
actions that we can takp on 
our own in this country could 
alter that in any way,” he said. 



Latin American pros- 
titutes to meet 
in Costa Rica 


SAN JOSE (R) _ 

Presidents do it Free-traders, 
too. Now prostitutes from 
Latin America will hold their 
own regional summit. 
Prostitutes from throughout 
Latin America will meet in 
Costa Rica in November, 
according to an official with 
foe Lati n American Institute 
of Health Education and 
Disease Prevention (TLPES) 
in Costa Rica. Details, how- 
ever. were difficult to come 
by. “We’re not giving out 
information in order to avoid 
scandals and because we 
want foe women coming 
"here to enjoy respect and 
avoid any trouble," ELPES 
official Isabel Gamboa told 
Reuters. Most of foe summit 
will take place behind closed 
doors. 



Gays to celebrate 
in Blair’s hotel 
at Labour Party 
conference 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Labour leadership has 
approved a gay night in the 
hotel where Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and other minis- 
ters will be staying at next 
week’s party conference. 
The Times said Saturday. In 
foe past, gay meetings have 
been consigned to foe fringe 
of foe annual party confer- 
ence, this year in Brighton on 
the south coasL But with one 
openly gay cabinet minister, 
Chris Smith, three gay or les- 
bian MPs and a government 
pledge to hold a vote cm the 
age of consent on gay sex, 
the leadership has decided to 
have a gay party, foe newspa- 
per said. The paper added 
(hat the 400 tickets for foe 
event at Brighton’s 
Metropole Hotel were selling 
fast 


Amorous 

Hungarian burglar 
dials himself to jail 


BRUSSELS (R) — An 
amorous Hungarian burglar 
dialled himself into foe arms 
of foe law when he rang his 
girlfriend using the tele- 
phone in the Belgian football 
club cafeteria he was rob- 
bing. The burglary, in which 
the robber stole food, drink, a 
radio, compact discs and 
even the telephone, hap- 
pened late last month at the 
Lint Soccer Club in northern 
Belgium. It was only when 
the telephone bill arrived ear- 
lier this month that officials 
spotted foe $110 call to 
Hungary. Checks traced foe 
call to a girl who had a young 
Hungarian boyfriend in 
Brussels. 


Meat-eating 
Kohl tells 

McCartney: Let it be 


BONN (K) — Paul 

McCartney tried to wm 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl into 
a vegetarian, but instead got a 
stomach-turning cookbook 
by Germany’s leading meat- 
eater filled with his favourite 
beef and pork recipes- The 
former Beetle sent Kohl a 
copy of foe vegetarian code- 
book “Veganissimo” in July 
and urged the burly cbanal- 
ior ami his wife to. .jo® 
Germany’s four million ^' 
etarians. 


U.S. actor Dudley i 
Moore recovering 
from heart surgery 


LOS ANGELES (AEP)^ 
Actor Dudley Modtf ,;lS 
recovering from surge# 10 
repair a blocked artetyj^ 
hole in his heart at a ho^ J 
in Rochester, Minnejio&JjP 
spokesman said., fa? 
Angeles. Moore, star _ 
movies “10." “Arthu^ 
‘Lovesick.” is 1 
well, and he is 
make a full and 
recovery" said his 
Michelle Bega. 
will likely leave 
new week and 
recover in a few 
Bega said Mooifc, 
for divorce for a ’ 
from his fourth 
Rothschild, m A 
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